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To all the Faithful Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt in this our 
Engliſh Iſrael. 


Reverend Fathers, and Brethren ; 
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T2 "SET is not out of Preſump- 
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22) PA cÞ) that I make this 
SY Cj Addreſs unto.you, as i 

Wes 6 I were worthy to be- 
ſpeak, much leſs inflru& Such and 
=Y, many, but from 4 ſencere Lowe to 
mens ſouls,attended with a profound 
reſpef} unto yon all, Tis you, that 
hawe the charge to bring this our 
Husbandman to Heaven : from his 
care and labour moſt of your ſubſe" 
ſtance comes ;, Tou are ſtricily bound 
by all Laws divine and humane, to 
belp them to live in Heaven, that 
velp you to live oneat); nay,you are. 
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The Epiſtle. 


® 1 Timm. 4, obliged by expreſs "Scripture to give 


your ſelves wholly to this buſmeſs, 
and you mu$t cer; ainly give an exa&t 
account of your Stewardſhip , God 
knows bow ſcon. Now I only under- 
take to be your Remembrancer, and 
my own Monitor in theſe two main 
things. 1. That we would of ten con- 
fider the Great End of our worthy 
Miniſlry, which is not to pleaſe men, 
but Chriſt Jejus the Lord ; not to ob- 
tain applauſe from the Vulgar, or re- 

e& from Great Men,or to make am- 
ple worldly prowiſion for our ſelves, | 
but we arepurpoſely ſent from God, 
to ſave mens ſouls from death,and to 
carry ( if it be poſſible ) all our flock 
with us to Heaven, Let us revive 
this cfien upon our ſouls, eſpecially 
when we are caſting the Net of the 
Goſpel among a Sea of Sinners in our 
actual miniſtration, wherein we muſt 
conſ:der that our FHusbandmans foul 
22S 1 Ws 


| 


Dedicatory. 


| zo a5 precronus to God, as the ſoul of a 


greater man,and ſhould the rather be 
bolpen,becauſe he wants often the be- 


nefit of Education, Learning aud In- 


genuity to help himſelf. O let's think, 
before their Paſſeng-bell do ſtartle us, 
whether we have done our utm3ſt for 


{ the ſaving of the man or woman that 


is wow ſailing foreternity. 2. That 
in our retired thoughts we duly weigh 
and then put in praGiſe the fitteſt 


| Means to accompliſh this great End. 


1, In Sermons, what Texts and Sub- 


| jects are moſt needful to ground them, 


to awaken them,to convert them, and 
to ſtrengthen them ; what Method is 
moſt uſeful to clear the will of Goto 
them, ant ſettle it in their memories, 
what words and affections are moSt 
effeciual to declare their duty, and 

perſwade them to it, In ſhort, how we 
may ſo paint to the life Grace and 

Glory,that the people may fall in lowe 
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with them,and purchaſe thens at any 
rate 34rd then fo deſcribe ſin and hell, 
that they may tremble to think, of 
them, and go from the Ordinances 
with their hearts penetrated,amazed, 
melted and changed. That we may not 
fill our Sermons tee ſapleſs niceties, 
zmpertinent quotations, cholerick re- 

ecions,or with that unquiet contro- 
werſal Dzwinity ( eſpecially about 
points leſs momentous )which hardly 
ever produce any cfje&, ſave ms 
peration. And foraſmuch as experi- 
ence hath taught us,that private and 
particular adwice and reproof. doth 
catch many,that have ſlipped through 
more general means ;let us labour as 
far as we are able;to take a particular 
care of each member of thoſe flocks, 
where any of us are Overſeers; that 
we may warn every man, aud teach - 
every man,that we may preſent eve- 
2] man perfe&t in Chriſt Jeſus. How 


many 


D 'C Icatory. EZ 


many drunkards, fe wearers,covetons, 
trouble l ome perſons are there under 
our charge, that either know not, or 
mind not the evil of their way,whone 
one quarter of an hours ſerious Ad- 
vice might cure, and how well ( ge- 
nerally) do men take ſuch Counſels 
from us, becauſe we are doing the du- 
ties of our Offi ce, and their faithful. 
leſt part,to wit, their Conſciences are 
on our ſide? If it be poſſible therefore 
let us ſpare” ſome time to go among 
them, to ſee how our Husbandry pro- 
ſpers, ſo ſhall we beſt be acquainted 
with their conditions , and ſoone$t 
gain their affeions- Alas ! if we do 
got know them,we muſt ſhoot our Ar- 
row at adventure; and if they do not 
lowe us, they will hardly heed what 
we ſay. And then 2.Tn our Lives ; 0 
that theymay be a Commentary on our 


Sermons,full of Gravity, Humility, 


Piety, Peace and Lowe, Let our words 
= Bi and 
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and wayes ſavour of the Sermons we | 


preach, that our lives may convince 
thoſe whom our lips cannot per- 
ſwade; Alis we ſee that one irregular 
praftice doth undermine and throw 
down that which manySermons hawe 
been building ; they will not believe 
that, which we plainly ſhow, we do 
aot believe our ſelves. Though this 
be their miſtake to take ſanfuary in 
our ſins, who muſt be judged by our 
Sermons ; yet tis a diſtemper that 
will not eaſily be cured , and wo will 
be to themby whom offences come, 
as well as woto them that are offend- 
ed with the Truth. Let us remember 
excellent Mr. Herberts adwice(whoſe 
TraG called, the Country-Parſon,ys 


richly worth our frequent reading ) 


that the Miniſter ſhould be a pattern 
of all goodneſs to all the Men inthe © 


Fariſh,and bzs Wife to all theWomen 
in the Pariſh, andhis Children and 


Servants 
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Dedicarory. 
EServants to all the Children and Ser- 
wants in the Pariſh,and particularly 
that we be far from prophaneneſs,co- 
vetouſneſs,contention, dire& or indi- 
ret oppoſition to ſerious Piety,or the 
Profeſſors thereof. And laſtly, 3.For 
our Inward AﬀeGtions, that we may 
keep alwayes flaming in our hearts 
a ſincere and paternal lowe to all our 
Flock ,that our counſels,reproofs and 
Sermons may flow from a real and 
dear lowe to them, and then they can 
hardly miſcarry in their effe&is upon 
them; that our real and wiſible deſign 
may not be to ſeck theirs but them. 
That our behaviour degrade us not 
from that anthority, wherewith we 
are vefted; nor pride keep #5 fron 
that ſeaſonable condeſcention that is 
ſo neceſſary among the people. But 
| that we may be wholly taken up with 
our great work, and make our other 
circumſtances attend and nay 
+ FE” - Ta 


The Epiſtle, exc. 
this:;that by any means we may ſave | 
our ſelves, and them that hear us. | 
And let's not think much of all this 
work . for we were told it before, and | 
we ſhal berichly rewarded for every } 
drop of Spirits, yea,for every drop of I 
ſweat, yea,for every drop of ink that i 
3s ſpent rightly in our Maſters Ser- 
wice;and doubly dann d,if perſons of 
our Knowledge and Imployment, or 
others by our Negle& , Ipnorance, 
Non-reſidence, or evil Example, miſ- 
carry everlaſtingly. In a word, that 
we mayall in earneſt advance the 
Kingdom of Feſus Chrift', and keep 
up the credit of the Engliſh Mini- 
i ſtry, is the moſt earneſt Deſire and 


Prayer o 


Your Servant, and 
May 10» | | | 
1653 , 


| Fellow-Seryant, 


Richard Steele, 
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| Candid Reader : 


$====7 He ſubſtance of this Diſcourſe 
AY Fol was preached to a Country 
YZ &5 Congregation .for their Dire- 
—= Con in their ordinary cal- 
. Ding, and appears now in the world not 
or any Opinion I havect it, But 
I. 'Becauſe thenumber of Husband- 
nen is great;zthe company of Husband- 
nen being the greateſt of all others 1n 
his huge Corporation of the World. 
And 2. There being no particular 
Book to direct or encourage them there- 
n that ever I could meet with 1n our 
| HWown. | 
And 3. I confeſs alſo another Moe 
ive, to wit, a deſire tobe doing ſome 
od, which I truſt (through the blef. 
ing of God, whichT dohumbly crave) 
fill be attained hereby, and eſpecially 
' thoſe that were Hearers hereof, to 
whom 


To the Reader. | 
whom I owe my ſelf, and all I can 
Qo: -.. | 2 

| The matter herein is but ordinary 
Pradtical Divinity applied to the con-} 
dition and calling of the. Husbaudman, 
The ſtifle familiar and-plain according 
to their capacity; the method alſo fit. 
ted,as well as I could, tothe moſt uſeful 
things to be handled. In deſcribing the 
 excellencies and duties of this calling, 
T have bave rather brought in the Hus- 
bandman doing what he ought, than 
what ordinary he doth; for you confi- 
der, I am not writing an Hiſtory, but 
Rules.and therefore let no honeſt heart 
be diſcouraged for his coming ſhort in 
theſe paſlages, provided he aim at them. 
The Rule muſt be exa&, and our life as 
near it as we can. When I diſcourſe his 
Sins and Temptations, and bring him 
ſometimes on the ſtage under great 
diſadvantages; underſtand it rather af 
Diſlwaſive from that evil, than a. Nar- 
rative thereof. I am very confcious of 
many weakneſſes, but know not of any 
Errours or RefleCtions herein. It will 
ſuffice me, if it ſhall obtain pardon of 
the more acute, acceptation of my 
friends, and amendment of heart _ 
ife 


To the Reader. 
life of the poor Husbandman,for whom 
it was chicfly compiled, 


wl | Thoughit accoſt only the Husband- 
man,yet the matter thereof for the moſt 
part 1s applicable to every good Chri- 
| f{tians and it were to be wiſhed, that 
call the like particular Tradts were written 
hef| about other Callings. And provided 
it hinder no man from reading the Bi- 
ble, and other more profitable Books, - 
T believe the humble and diligent perue 
6G. fal hereof will quit any+man the coſt, 
much better than trifling of his*time 
away : But ſee you joyn Meditation 


py and Prayer with your Reading; One 
m. {| leaf ſodigeſted being morelikely to do 
,asH your Soul good, than many without 


ih them. And remember ſtjll, that yoube 
- | as ready to practiſe whatisplain, as to 
cenſure what 1s doubtful , and bleſs the 
Lord for what 1s worthy, as well as blame 
the Pen-man for what is weak. If you 
receive any profit hereby, Iam made, 
( for doing good is the greateſt prefer- 
ment) and in that caſelet God alone 
reaP the praiſe, and me his unworthieſt 
Servant your Prayers, 


To the Reader. | 
: The bleſſing of God accomp 2 ny this 
Endeavour for the Husbandmans Di- 


reftion, Comfort and Salvation ! Amer, 
Amen. , | 
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Tours, 


May .16. 
r6cs, 


If you be Chriſt; 
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CHAPTER TI. 


The Text propounded and explained ; 
- ſome previous Obſeryations 
premis'd. 


Geneſis, Chap. 2. Verſe 15. 


{ dndthe LORD GOD took the Man, and 
* put him into the Garden of Eden, 30 dreſi 78 
and to keep? zt, : 


x —_——_— 
\ cons — 


SECTION, LIL 


6. i 


KEE Ntending ſome uſeful Inſtructions The cohe: 
&I} {SY tor the Hucbandman, ] thought it gence and 
WDIJ 18S] belt ro cake him, a5God at farti left explicatie 
JF = him : This Scripture being beſt 2? of thy 


able to ſpeak for the Antiquity ny 


and | Excellency of his Calling , though others 
y will prove more appolite to ſpeak to his pres 
ſent Duties and* Temptations, | 
The F#zrft Chapter of this Book 1s a moſt 
certain Hiſtory of the Ancient Things : che 
Author infallible, the Matter important, the 
| Ste majeftick, the Method exadt and ſuccin& 
- | the Pex-mar: learned and honelt : A Chapter 
to be often read , with much Faith and great 
Fhankfulneſs, p 
B This 


f a Chap.1. The Hubandmans 
$ | - _ This ſecond Chapter .reviews and<dilates 
upon the latter part of-the former 3 for all 
that is ſaid here, muſt needs be done in the x 
fixth day : and a great dayes workit was; n ll 
_ that day our Mother Eve was made, Ede plan- if c 
tcd,and our Father Adam put into it, to dreſs 
it and to keepit. Well for us if there had been 
no more work done that day 3 but the beſtof i + 
it is, the bones our Father Adam broke, our 
brother Adam (the ſecond of that name) hath 
ſo picced, that they are {ironger than before. 
But to be ſhort 5 (as'our Hiſtorian is) when 
God had infiituted a Sabbath, verſ. 2.3 recapi- I ; 
tulated ſome of the Creation, ver. 4.5.6,7,8. i ; 
and deſcribed the Garden of Eder, { before } 7 
which, 1m order of time, the ſubſequent ſtory } 1, 
of the womans creation ſhould come in ) heſfl 
brings ogr firſt Parents in this _ {cttles 
them ina calling. 
So that this Scripture 15s a narrative of the 
firſt imploymcnt of che firſt Man in the world. 
Ancient matters axe the Subject of mens ſcru- }} 
* x Chron, tiny *, Here is a piece of Antiquity. The Ar- } - 
21623 codions long fiace would impole a belicf upon | ;; 
= P:je the world,that the Moon was their F#nor,and 
e ancient . 
things, Were therefore called nezorame;, But here is a 
Speaking true Hiſtory of a Man, that was but two'dayes ( 
ottholſe younger than the Moon, and you have him |þ ,, 


. that Ewelt Ot 
_—e here diſpoſcd into a calling. Wherein obſerve, |} ;; 
Plants and Ki 


Hedgerfor TI. The Author of his imployment 5 | The ff ,| 
the Rings Lord God.) The Author of our Being, is fitteſt |} ,, 
wk tobe the Author of our Calling 4nd the __ Y 

k | Goa 


ER EY 


the place. Deſcribed fuxther 2. 


There was eycry Tree plcalant to the | 


Callin ng. Chap, ro” 
God took the Man'*, and put him, Fc. Jehovah * Whom bs 
Elohim, the Eternal Being, Father, Son and ey - - 
Holy Ghoſt. which the 
Gr ech 
He took him (that is;25 the + moſt juricions, adds here, 
from the place wherc he was created, though it not to be 
others hold, that he was created in Pared; ſe* j found in 
and put him, The word in thef Hebrew tignt- * the He- 
fies a gentle leading , as a mothes leads her + rue, 
child: Miſcut. 


apprentices, but thcy keep their {tzte, and do it _ word, 
> O (9, AA 

rather out of pity than out of /zyve: but the great _ "Ig 
God conducts this worthy creature Man *,This tranflated 
Mai into his new imploymunt, What love was Lefryas i1is 
there begeween God and Man, betore Sin came Jv%g: 3-15 
between? The Lord 1s God brought him to * Sn 
houſe,he brought him to his farm,and permits - 

id to hm almoti all the proven thercot for his + Wiſe. ind 


Iavour ÞF , loc 


HI. Hurc's the Plzee of his imployment,)| The 
Garden if Eden | Fhe {weetelt place on earth. 
Dclctibed at lzrge in the (even precedent ver= 
ſes. 1.Ey its Neme,that ftigiufies Pleaſrire it (elf. 
2. By its Natwre, a Garden, not —_ -_ quan- 
tity thercot, buing ( yaa a D:metne of 
ſutable laxgencts, 4dr-che greatelt phi then 
on carth but for the {woretnets anc goodnels of 

Z by 1tS Sort 3tz = 
67, Ealiward. to receive the fit nd mod heal- 
thy rayes of tine Sun. And then fo wouded and 
wateredzas no place mutt ever eXÞ.c tie 'tKE ; 


'S 
B 3 as 


Kings may poſltbly- cauſe the poor to be put * And ſay 


654+ 
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Chap.1. The Husbandmans 

and gdod for food ; there was the Tree of 
Life in the midſt of the Garden , and the Tree 
' of knowledge of Good and Evil 3 and a moſt 
famous four-branchte River, that watered the 
place : and here was our father Adams (eated 
as well as heart could wiſh. All which particu- 
larities argue (no doubt) that ſuch a real place 
there was,and is, however defaced: not fo high 
as the Moon, or middle Region of the air, as 
ſome have thought 3 nor that it comprehends 
the whole carth, as other, for whither then 
was Man driven upon his fall ? much leſs,thar 
all chis was only an Alegory, for then ( as Epi- 
pbanixs well) the whole ſtory mult fall 3 if no 
real Paradiſe, then no Rivers, no Tree forbid. 
den,no Eve nor Adam, A place (though divers. 
ve great light , where to find the (cituation 
thereof, yet) on purpoſe, I think, concealed, 
that we might ſearch for another Paradiſe, 
whence we ſhall fall no more. 


II]. Here is the Kizd of his imployment or 
calling. The Lord God put himinto the Gar=- | 
den, not to divide his time between ſleeping, | 
ſporting and feeding, though he was ſogreat a | 
Man 3 nor only to contemplate the excellency - | 
and goodneſs of his Maker, though he was ſo | 
good a Man ; But x. to Dreſs, and 2. Keep the | 
GSarden. This word to Dreſs, in the Original, | 
when it isapplicd to God, ſignifies to worſhip | 
and adore him; when it isapplicd to man, to | 
obey and ſerve him; when to the earth, it ſig- | 
n1{cs totill, to drefs it + To ſubduc it, that it F 

may 


= 
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Calling. Chap.r. x 


: may ſerve us or [asthe Dutch Annor.] to | 
” husband it*.God had given Man a good efiate, * proſcin- 
| and his calling was to make the beſt of it, 41%-ig9; 


which was by husbanding the ground, from _ 


whence he was taker, And alſo his work was'ejuſmod:. 
to keep it, which word is not uſcd in oppoliti- Tremch. in 
on to (clling or giving it, for in that age there 

was no purchaſer to buy, nor filver to pay for 

land 3 and yet for all that this great Prince 

made all away, and putall his etiatc into his 

mouth at once, he lolt all ( no 7#tazl being . 

made )at one unhappy throw, Nor is this keep- 

ing to be referred to Adam himſelf, * as if he «To, arefs 
were placed there to keep himſelf: but the him, thar 
keeping here intended was to preſerve it fafe s,4dan, fs 


from danger. And though there were no im- —_— 


"Ip 8 if | ' . : 
mineat peril, nor viſible enemy,yet it was pro- fomin | 


per to a Garden to be husbanded within , and makes a- 
fenced without, and this was his work F, [n- gainſlthat. 
deed his authority then was an hedge, and the 708 5 
hardicſt Lyon durſt not fiir againſt his Orders, cillopecand 
no hurtful Beaſt durſt come into all that holy ;jn that 

Mountain : while he had peace with God, dignity & 
there was a League offenſive and defentive be- dezuty 


] which it 
tween him and all the Creatures, ſo that he | 4 


could dreſs his Garden with delight, and keep y eyedy: 
it with eaſe when he had done ; and yet work Ireinel. 
and care he muſt, Come my Creature and my 

Friend (fayes God) you mult have a Calling 3 

Drefs me this Garden, and keep it well. Here 

we mult gather up two or three tragments, 


that nothing be loſt, 
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$ 42. Nd fr obſcrve hence , That every. man 
An Obſer- ſhonld have a Calling. It 1s a dangerous i 
yation, -ngs Tyr to be defiitute of a Calling. It any | 
man might have claimed freedom trom 1m- | 


ploymen t, fure our tather Adam might. For 
His Dc {cent and Blood, he was, faith the Evas- 
geliji (Luke 3. lalt, the Sex ef God, For his 
Qualicy he was, laith the Pſalmiſt (Plal.5.5.) 
but /itt/e lower than rhe Angels, and crowned | 
11h zlory and n0nour'; For his Eftate (ver. 6.) | 
Thou didjt put alithingfunder his feet,all ſheep | 
23:4 oxen , and the 54 of the field, he was Ih | 
higt S cwasd over all the Earth,and all there- ſl | 
in : For his Know! cdgc, Wiidom and Parts, : 
beyond all his Polterity ,the iccond Adamonly Þ : 
exceptcd.put all chcir Idlicic Ss together: And ff 
For }:is Grace aud Hulineſs, he had the Image 
Ot God fairly gravcn upon him; And yet all 
theic could obtain no Writ of eaſe for this 
greai tan Hom au in ployment. Paraaiſe (er- | 
ved not only to fed ms ienſes, but to exerciſe | 
> H15 hands. It happincls had confilted i in doing | 
| nothing, Man had not buen 1mployed, All his 
delights conli not hay. made him happy in 
an Fry ite >» Man therciore 12S no {. oner made | 
cl c18fer to works nenther Greatneſs nor 
23; ® : folded hand *, Let M 1 
: Hat NE call ve Exculed 
in 


Calling, Chap.r. 
in idlene(s, orin an infignificant kind of life ©. 


by his Deſcent. 9uality, Eftate,Parts or Graces. © 
When God Almighty had but one Child in Ghe- + 


world, he beſtowed him in a Calling. The An- - 


eels themſelves muſt have a Calling, They are 
miniſtring, Spirits, yea, our Lord Feſus him- 
ſelf, though the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt 
in him bodily, yetit is moſt probable, he was ' 


_ converſant in fome imployment, until he ea« 


tred upon the exerciſe of his Miniftry, 

A man may be ſaid to be ' without a Calling, 
when he wants good imployment to fill up his 
time. No man hath one hour to ſpare 1n all his 
life, but ſhould be ſpent either in doing or re-- 
ceiving Good; and therefore when Recreati- - 
on is uſed for Pa's-time, it. lofes the true end af 
it.Sure I am, we are commanded in the Scri- 


ture to * Redeem time, but no where to pals it * Eph.5.10 


away : In this ſenſe it is a fingular happineſs 


Chat is + mentioned of the Old man that Fil- 41f@65.20 


leth his dayes. And in general , when a mar: - 
brings no good or profit to the Church os 
Commonwealth, That's one of no-Calling. 
For every man ſhould be of ſome uſe in the 
Body Politick, as well as in the Body Myſtical, = 
or elſe he is but an Artificial member , a meer 
wooden leg. Though we are" Of another 
world,yet we arc Is this world at preſent,and * 
we muſt ſee that it loſe nething by us :. As we 
are the better for it ,- and have our ſ{ubliftence 
out of it, fo we muſt make a conſcience, that 


1t be the better for us, . and be propped up by 


us.And indeed it is our Safety, as well as Duty, 
| B 4 is 


Chap. 1. The Husbaudmans 
to be ſome way well imployed 3 For he that 


is out of a Calling,is under the Devils tempia- 
2707, and from under Gods ProteGion. It our 


Mother Eve had been as bufie as our Father 


Adam , Satan had not fo calily intrapped her 
in his temptation. Sometimes #6# vacat 15 as 
200d a remedy againſt a temptation, as #0# l:- 
cet, I have no lciſure, will cut che Teimprer off, 
as well as I haveno leave, The flying Fowl is 
ſeldom {mitten, but the fitting 3 and the buſie 
man eſcapes many a ſnare 1 Tim. 5.13. And 
' 910t only idle, but tatlers alſo, and bufie bodies, 


ec. Its a rare thing to be idle and no worſe 3. 


an idlc hand hath uſually a bufie tongue , and 
thoſe that do not what they ought , uſe to 
{peak what they ought not. 

' And then, he that hath no imployment lives 
out of Gods protection : as the Servant that 
fieals out of his Maſters buſineſs, if he come in 
harms way, he hath the amends in his own 
hands ; if ought befal him in his calling, his 
Maſter will regard and help him. So if ought 
befal thee in thy Calling , God will bear thee 
out, and bear thee up; but when evil befals 
thee in no calling, God is not bound to ſee to 
thee, or provide for thee. Tertullian ſpeaks of a 
Chriſtian, who going toa Stage- Play was poſ- 
{eſt by the Devil, who being askt,how he durſt 
poſleſs a Chriſftiaz, who was ſet apart for God ? 
anſwered thus, I found ber in my place. 


And beſides all this, the Apoſtle layes down 


a golden rule, 2 Theſc/3. 10. If ty will not 
work, neither ſhall be eat. God may juſily day, 
. FE. ay TOE Gro.” , Look 
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Ealing. Chap. 1. 
ook to your ſclyes,you live under no promiſe 
"2X protection of mine, 

Let this Note fiand to convince all idle and 
ſeleſs perſons, cyphers tnat ſtand for nothing, 


but to cat, and talk, and dreſs, and laugh, and 


dye 3 that never ſpend a drop of (weat, unleſs 
to purſue their pleaſures, nor a conſidering 
thought,unlefs to provide for them ; that be- 
flow the one half of the day to deck their bo- 
dies, and the other half to defile their ſouls, 
Alas Sirs, what do you think on, if indeed you 
dare think of any thivg unſeen ? If you would 


| not be Brztes,and love not to be Saznts, refuſe 


not to be Men and Women; refuſe not to obey 
Reaſon , you that ſcorn to ſubmit to Religion, 
Can you imagine that ſuch noble Souls were 
given you for fuch worthleſs lives ? will fuch 
accounts as theſe pals before the Judge of 
heaven and carth? /tem , Spent each day 
from five'of the clock in the morning to three 
afternoon, in drefling, painting and perfuming, 
and three hours more at night in unpaſiing 
and undrecſling again. Iem,fpent all one day in 
hunting, all the next in drinking, &c, How 
would Adam admire that ſuch Sons , and Eve 
that ſuch Daughrers ſkould proceed from 
them? How would Abraham and Sarah be 
aſham'd of them ? How will God and Chriſt 


be aſham'd to own them, or glorifie them 1n 


heaven , that never conſidered'to glorific him 
on earth? They then ſhall know that unpro- 
fitable Servants and Prodigals ſhall be packc 


| together, and he that did not his Maſters 


will, 


Aug. Perer- 


Chap.r. The Hwbandmans 
will, ſhall 'go to! hell as well as he that croft 
It. | 


Receive then a word of Exhortation hence, 


© all Parents and Children that would go to 
Heaven 3; you Parents, get your Children into 
Chriſts School, and into honeſt Callings, and 
then leave them to God 3 whether ye be rich 
or poor,cak imployments for them, moſt ſxt «> 
blefor their Outward , moſt ſafe for their [n+ 
ward Man. When Adam had but two Sons, 
Caix and Abel,they had cach a Callingzthough 
Cain was born to more Land than any man 
ever fince,yet he had an imployment, Gex,4.2, 
Abel was a Keeper of the Sheep, but Cain was 8 
Tiller of the Ground. | 
And then ye Children, be willing and carn- 
e& for honeſt Callings. Idleneſs is tweet, but 
the bread of 1dlenel(s hath no taſt 3 think not 
that your Privileage, which is your Paniſh- 
ment. Alas ! ontot imployment, and then you 
arc tinder for every ſpark ; and if you be not 
fit for carth,you are not fit for heaven. 
This in General, Our Father Adam in Inno- 
ecncy had a Calling , and let every one that de- 
ſceuds from him write after bim. 


rs. _— 
mn ——— 


| ——_— 


SHCT. THT 


[I Ut to be a little more particular, frbm the 
B Author of this imployment we may ob- 
ſerve, That it's ſweet to be led and put into s 
Calling by the Lord. ASOur fathex Adam here F- 


Gov 


Calling. Chap.r.” 
God took him by the hand and lcd him into 
his Calling, He that is diſpoſed by the Lord, 
is well provided for. Hagar was hard pos'd, 
Gen. 16. 8, Hagar (faith God ) whence comeſt 
thox, and whither wilt thou go ? She was dif- 
poling her (clf without her Maker, or her 1a- 
fters leave, and fo back again the 15 fent, 

Now you are led ito a Calling by the Lord, 
when yoxr Prayers and his Providence havc 
made the way. When good Facob was turned 
into the wide world , he gocs ſtraight to hea- 
ven,and there vowed this vow, Gez.28 20. If 
God will be with me,aud kecp me in this way that 
Tg, &c. Then ſhall the Lord be my God, Wes 
this vow in vain? In no wiſe, for his God 
kept him,and diſpoſed of him as well as heart 
could with , and fent him back in two Bands, 
though all his ftock when he went abroad 
was his Stattc. He that ventures into a Calling 

without God, gocs without his guide, who 
hath ſaid, Prov. 3 6.14 all thy wayes acknowledz: 
bim,and be I all aired thy paths. 

And fo when his Providexace hath led the 
way. We have, in the diſpoſing of Tſazc into 
the world, both theſe together, Ger. 24. 14 
Prayer went betore, and Providence followed 
after. And verſe 50. It 15 _ faith Leban 
and Bethue!, ! be thin gproceedeth f rom the Lord, 
we cannot ſperk a laden it, Itis a fweet 
thing to fail with the gale of Providence, and - 
tharp to fail againſt it- 

And then, when thy caling 35 lawful, and 
ly cnds right , if tizongly argues that God 


ads 


% 
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Chap. 1. The Husbandmans. 

teads thee into it, and this is a ſweet thing. 
For then you will bring honour to God ,and 

that is the honour of a calling ; for whether 


we live, we live unto the Lord,and whatſoever 
we do,it ought to be done to the glory of God, 


| Core 10+31+ God hath a greater Rent of glo- 
. xy from a poor Threſher, than from many a 


Prince in the world, | 
| And then when you are led into your Cal- 
lings by the Lord, you will better brook the 
inconveniences thereof: for every Calling hath 
ſome of theſe, which you will digeſt the bet. 
ter, when youare led into them by ſuch an 
hand. The Cup which my Father hath given 
me ſhall I not drink ? Who can but cheartully 
drink the Cup that comes out of ſo good an 
hand ? Lord ! here thou haſtput me; though 
my work be hard, fare hard, uſage hard, yet 
here T'le ſlay , till the ſame hand ferch me off 
again. And fo holy Facob, Gen.31.40. In the 
day the drought conſumed him, and the froſt by 
#ight, aad his ſleep departed from bis eyes, and 
yet twenty years he ſtuck toit, God had diſpo- 


(ed him there, and his God ſhould diſmiſs him 


thence, for ſo faith the ſtory, Ger.31.3. Aud 
the Lord ſaid unto Facob, Return to the Land 
of thy fathers, aud to thy kindred, and I will be 

with thee. | - 
And therefore, Iet me adviſe all that make 
any reckoning of God or of his bleſſing, let him 
carve out Callings for you, and not carnal po» 
licy or carnal friends without him. Crave his 
dircqion and benediction, your wiſelt contri- 
| yance9 


| Callivg. Chap. r. 3 
vances he can blaſt with a breath 3 and demo- | 
lifh your Caſtles in the Air with halt a word 


f whereas if thou acknowledge him , though 
| thy beginning be ſmall, thy latter end he will 


make great,and they that arc ruled by him, he 
will never ſee them want, 


--onth 5 "on _ 
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| | | ; $. & 
N the next place, let us obſerve from the a aa 


place of his imployment, The Lord put him gyferya- 
into the Garden of Eden,That its a great privi- tion. . -- 
leage to be placedin an Eden,that is Comfortably. 
Our Father Adam had the fineſt Seat in all the 
Country, the ſweeteſt on earth, and the nigheſi 
unto heaven,he had the dew of heaven and the 
facnels of the earth. = 

Now when your temporal, corporal, and 
ſpiritual conveniences are greater than their 
contrary inconveniences , then is your ſ(citua- 
tion'comfortable. And God expects that you 
praiſe him more, and ſerve him better than o- 
thers,Pſal.16.6,7. The lines are fallen 10 me int 
pleaſant places I will bleſs the Lord. The 
{weeter Scat , the greater Rent you mutt pay 
unto God. When thou lookeli on thy habita» 
tion, bleſs the Lord z when thou walkeſt in thy 
ground, blefs the Lord; many others they have 
barren ground, rotten houfe, unwholſom Airy 
dangerous (cituation 3 now if it be otherwiſe 
with thee, Gay not, I have gotten this by my 
wit, orlabeur, or (word, but Lord thy right 
-.. + _ 


Chap. 1. The Hwtbandmany 
hand,and thine arm,and the light of thy coun*s 


tenance, becauſe thou hadit a favour unto me, 


Eſal. 44.43: 


If you did but ſee in a.glafs , the miſerable | 


houſes of many a Child ot God , you would 
bleſs the Lora upon your knees, and never re- 
pine at ſome petty inconvenience that troubles 
your mind ; yea, make a ſtep fometimes into 
the poor mans Coat, and behold che pi: itul a- 
biding that he hath;and then praiſe the Lord ; 
who ſetteth the bounds of your habirations, 
and who might have taken an houſe for thee 
in Bedlam, in a Dungeoa. 


But this is not all. Verbal praiſes cannot pay _ 


off rcal mercicsz and therefore fee you make 
a ſ{utable return of honour and {crvice tinto 
God. The Sun ſhines on the Stars,and they re- 
Hect light on us : fo (cceing God hath ſo tin- 
eularly provided for you , be tingularly ulctul 
ro him.Ilt you be lean in a tat paſture, you may 
be juſtly turned to Commons, It T{rae! be un- 
fruitful in Canaan, he mult be {ent to Babel, 
Dext, 28. 47. Becaule thou ſervedtt not the 
Lord thy God with joytulneſs and gladnels of 
heart for the abundance of all chings, There- 
tore thou ſhalt ſcrve thine enemies 1n the want 
of all things. The nearer and liker to heaven 
thy place is, the better; howbeit, any habita- 
tion on this fide hel} may content a poor ftg- 
Ber as thou art. 
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The main DoGrine propoſed , *4v 
 Husbandman deſcribed, and 
the Lawfulneſs of his 

_» Calling. 


SECT. + 


F752 Nd now we are come to the Kind of Cap, 2. 
Fx V5 this great Mans imployment, and The main 
PAW i this was to Dreſs aud keep the Dom , 
EBESE% oround,to be an Hwbandman, from = —_— 
whence we gather this Doctrinal conclufion. Lawful- 
That Hwsbandry i a moſt aucient and excel= neſs of 
lent Calling. - = oY Fey 
It was a wiſe anſwer of Father Latimer, S ot, 
when his enemies accuſed him to King Z1-ary $. The chief 
for his malepart preachivg b<to.c 11m a little Doctrine 
while before, ſaid he, Y our Grace hath many delivered, 
fitter perlons to preach bctorc you than my 
{elf, and I would be glad to be diſmiſt, © But if 
there be no r:medy,but that 1 mutt.preach be- 
fore the King, 1 will preach as to a King, and 
ſutable to his place : which anſwer took well, 
and got him off : Even to, my dcarly beloved, 
lince it is my lotropreach in the Country a- 
mong 


' 1x65 Chap.2. The Husbandmans © 
mong Husbandmen, 7 will preach as to Hus. 
bandmen, ſomething ſutable to your Calling, 
and that from this Text and Dodrine. 01 
In the handling of this Subjed@ I ſhall ſhewF 1: 
rx. What an Husbandmanis, 2, The Lawtul-& h 
neſs of his Calling. 3. The Excellencics there-} b 
of. 4. Fhe Inconveniences. 5. His Tempra-ff t 
tions. 6. His Leſſons from his Calling. 7. Theſſ| © 
Graces requiſite, $. The abuſe of it. 9. His} «| 
Deſigns. 10. Some Rules for him in his Cal-| 0 
ling. And firſt of the Firſt, viz, What an Hus- 
bandman is. | == 1 
I ſhall take him here in his largeſt capacity; 
for fince our Father Adam's time, divers other 
Callings have been cantelled out of it, but he 
had it intirez and as he left it, I fhall take it 


. , Inthis place. . E 

The De- "4A Hubandman is a' mai that works profit | * 
ſcription ot of theearth , that makes the ground that || Þ 
—_— bred him keep him that makes the earth bear |} 1 
' hischarges to heaven. And fo the Holy Ghoſt || 1 

riculturs deſcribes him, Fam.5.7, The Hubandman' ftirlt } < 
; ars que worketh, then) waiteth for the precious fruits || 1 
I _ of the Earth, At firſt this was done without | * 
terra facs- ©Oy1, The ground was dreſs'd with as little || 1 
FR pain, and as much-pleaſure, as now it is walkt || * 
on,or asa tree 15 prun'd; but fince the Fall, the Þ © 

Calling is fomewhat worſe, ( all Trades de« || * 

cay ) but yet a good husbaud may mend it, | ( 

_ A Chriſtian Husbandman , that can husband | * 

his kusbandry, may live comfortably here,and | ? 

happily hereafter. 


A Chrittian Husbandmarris a man with hts 
| | | han ds 


Calling. Chap. 2. 
hands in the Earth and his heart in Heaven ; 
he lives above that which he cannot live with- 
ont; he is daily digging his grave,and at length 
layes himin it z he makes the Earth to feed 
him,and at laſt to cover him : The Phyſitier is 
bred out of the corruption of our bodies , and 
the Lawyer 1s bred out of the corruption of 
our manners,the Tradeſmen live upon one ano= 
ther,but the Hasbandman lives upon the preci= 
ous fruits of the Earth, and ſuſtains them all. 


bo 


SECT. II. 


THe Second Point to be handled is, The Laws. Il The | 


fulneſs of bis Calling, It ſtands men upon to 
be well aſſured of the lawfulneſs of their Cal- 
lings,elſe every ftroke they take in them is Sin. 
In the choice of Callings, think of this, Is my 
Calling lawful ? andam ll lawfully called unto 
it? No Calling on earth hath precedence to 
this for lawfulne(s. It's true,the lawfulleſt Cal- 
ling may be abuſed by agraccleis man. That 
tranſcendent Calling of the Miniſtry, the Sons 
of Ez, 1 Sam, 2.17.did fo abuſe, that mer did 
«bhor the offerings of the Lord. Wo,wo tor ever 
(if they repent not) to all ſuch Hopbnztes, that 
drive the Lords people ftom the Lords offer 
ings. Bat this can lay no imputacion upon that 
worthy Calling. + A Spider can ſuck poyſon 


from the ſweeteſt Flower ; and fo a bad Hus- 


< band 


38 Chap. 2, The Husbandmans 
band may make fhift to grow bankrupt on thic 


Heaven, For 
I. It is a Calling of Gods choice, and that is 
the beſt Portion that God carves 3 "if there had 
been the leatt finin it, he would never have 
In c1d diſpoſed our Father {dam into it, He that 
Rone, fa knew all the Callings that imcn would invent, 
at nary pitcht upon this: And he choſe it for his 
BraCec | 
from the Eldelt Son, and you know men will {crve the 
Ruſtickto tirlit beſt, God cells his people Iſrael, he would 
the Urbane bring them to a Land , that he had ſpied out 
ons th torthem and if there be an happy place on 
onfilting | yp | 
of Arti. car. h,God can ſpy it out ; why,this was a Cal- 
ſfans,&c, ling , that God had ſpied out for his Eldeſt 
twas Child Adam; Therefore lawful no doubt. 
thought a 2. Itis a Calling of mans induſtry. and ſo the 
great dif- 
rate. IMOrc lawtul. When a Calling is driven ononly 
Plin.1,8, by Art and Cunning , there is fin enough in 
Ce 3. tuch Callings; but the hand1s more innocent 
than the hezd, There 'is no guile in 1nnocent 
labour. The ſweat of the brows is harmleſs 
{wceat. It there be any flaw,it is in the man, not 
in the husbandry, which 1s as innocent as the 
tiate of Junocency it ſelf. 
Indeed moſt-other Callings are lawful too 
tm them{clves, but they boxder more nearly up- 
| on {:n and temptation than this doth. They 
may be me ;e prohtable , but cannot be more 
lawiul. 
| "TRonk of this ; poor Husbandman , , to thy 


comfort 5 


beſt Calling in the world 3 but yet in it {elf the | 
- Husbandman hath as much to fay tor the law. 
falne(s of his imployment, as any man under | 


. a. 


ne 


Calling. 


comfort; when thou art {weating at thy Plough, 
this is heavy cheer, but Iam in my Calling, my 


T. lawful Calling. This ſweat needsnot to be re 


pented ot, ] need not waſh this ſweat with tears. 
Though this be paintul,yet it is not finful. The 
lawtulneſs of ir wil make amends tor the pain- 
tulneſs thereof. And that is the Second Head, 
namely, the Lawf#lneſs of the Husbandmans 
Calling, ! 


/ 
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CHAPTER 1IL. 


The Excellencies of the Husbaud- 


. Kusbands 


mans C alling, KC 


Nd now let us advance a {tep higher, 

A and for the glory of God, and the in- 

couragement of the Husbandinan,ob- 

ſerve the Excelencies of this Calling 3 yet be- 

fore 1 proceed 1 would lay down thelc Prem 
les. 

1. Thatit hath Jnconvcuicncics ati to 
the wiſe God hath ſet the one over agaiuli the 
other,to the end chat man {hould ftnd nothing 
after him. The imploy ment withgut inconvent- 


ence is in Heaven: therc's harveli without win-, 


rer, a fair crop and no (wceat, ati houte without 
dccayes, and ground paved with rubics, — | 
| | & 2 s, Upowl 


Chap. - 


19 


Cap: 33 
The Eg- 


cellencigs 
of the 


mans Cal. 
ling. 
Some ' 
thingspres 
miled; | 


Chap. 3. The Huibandmans 


2. Upon ſome Callings God hath (eta fairer 
ſtamp of honour than on the Husbandmans. 
Though his firſt created Son were a Tiller of 
the ground , yet his firſt begottey Son was an 
Husbandman of Souls,and did ſow for heaven, 
And the Husbandman will now willingly give 
precedence to the Magiſtrate and M:aiſter , for 
the Authority of God veſted in the one,and the 
Work of God managed by the other 3 as con- 
ſidering that the Magiltrate is a more publick 
good than he,and the Soul( wherein the Mini- 
{ter labours) more worthy than the body, 

3. The difhculties of a Calling do not pre- 
judice the dignity thereof, 2 Cor. 6.1. We then 
as workers together with him.) The Minittry 1s 
a moſt dithcult work , able to tire an Angels 
arſys 3 but yet being workers together with 


God, this dignifies the Calling again, Itisa 


worthy attempt to ſeek out the Phzloſophers 
Stone, which would convert Dutt into Gold, 
but no attempt 1s harder, Ina pit of Marle or 
Limectione the Husbandman finds it,and makes 
4 qaicker return of gain by that,than the Chy- 
mitt doth by the other; The poorcſt things are 


$41lcft of cafe, 74 z8A% Svarzs, the more honou- 


rable, the more hard. 

4. I muſt premiſe further, that the moſt pro- 
; Htable Callings are not alwayes the beſt, The 
Merchant tetches home greater riches , but hc 
brings a Diſeaſe oftentimes with them ; The 
Lawyer makes greater purchaſes, but ſometimes 
purchaſes a curſe with them : The Tradeſman 
{ometimes leaves a greater Eſtate behind him, 
but 


« 
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Calling. Chap. 3. 
but then often takes a wounded Conſcience 
with him. Lot, Gez.13.10. had a Plain tolive 
in, that was even as the Garden of the Lord, yet 
was it the tink of fin, and ſhortly after a Lake 
of Brimtione, The (weereft meats are not al» 
waycs the wholiomeſt ; Profit is not the mea=- 
ſure of Goodnefi; That is a rich Calling that 
riches God himſclt, chat is, which moti glo- 
rihes him. 

5+ Though -Husbandry be a brave Calling, 
yet the Chriſtian Husbandman makes it much 
better, In this (enſc alſo that is true, x Tim.4.s. 
For bodily increaſe profiteth little, but Godli- 
neſs is profitaBle unto all things. Thy weary 
dayes and painful nights profit but a little, and 


| for a little while; but Godlineſs with them 


brings univerſal and eternal profit. As he that 
makes Inſtraments of muſick , hatha fine 1m- 
ployment, but he who hath the A4rt of Muſick, 
that can tuneand uſe them, tar outſirips him 3 
So naked Husbandry is.a worthy Calling ; but 
the Chriſtian Husbandman that knows how to 
uſe it to the beſt , and makes heavenly Muſick 
out of it, hath a great advantage. Caius Sejus 
bouts vir, O& eg melior quod Chriftianus, The 
meaneſt Calling 1s honourable , if God be in it. 
Chriſt in the loweſt heart, and Chriſt in the 

loweft Calling makes ir happy. _—_ 
6. Yet no man ſhall be ſaved by his Calling. 
You muſt not conclude from any thing ſaid, or 
to be faid, that a man of ſuch an excellent im» 
[rommeme muſt needs be ſaved. No, no; thy 
armleſs Calling without an holy heart will 
C3 not 


2I 


Chap.3- The Hwbandmens 
not fave-thy ſoul ; it is Chriſt in you, that is thc 


hope of Glory. The Crown it ſelf cannot keep | 


from death,nor can your Calling fave you from 
hell, without the grace of God. 

The Miniſters calling ( one would think) 
were ſure to ſave him; one purpolely 1mployed 
to deſcribe Heaven and Hell to the life, whoſe 
proper Subjed& is Chriſt, and the Soul,and ano- 
ther world; yctalas! all they are not (aved, 
Mat, 7.22, We bave propbeſiedin thy Name,cWe 
have opened the Gates -of Heaven to others, 


and muſt we be ſhut out our fclves? ] Andin 


thy Name we have caſt out Devils, [and muſt we 
be caſt tothe Devil? } yea, ayes Chrift, /do 
not know you, nor never did, if you have been 


workers of iniquity. The poor Prophet, x Kings 


13. 24. that had ſubſtantially warned others 
from the Devil, could not eſcape himſelf from 
the Lioz, when he diſobeyed, And therefore 
how excellent foever the Husbandmans Cal- 
ling is, yet he may go to Hellfrom the Plough, 
if he have not ſaving Grace. And theſe things 
to prevent miſtakes being thus premis'd, let us 
yiew the Excellencies of this Calling. 


end break the clods of his ground ? 


| Calling, 


e 0 


Chap.3, 23 


SECT. I. — 


J =< firſt Excellency of the Calling of an pxce!. r. 

Husbandman is, That God himſelf was the God was 
immediate Author of it. So faith thc Text, The the 1mme- 
Lord God put h:m into the Garden, to dreſs and — 
tokeepit. Here are his firſt Indextures drawn : 
ia the ſtate of Innocency. And when he had 


torfcited theſe, and broken one material clauſe 


therein, about cating the forbidden fruit, yet 

we tind God again, atter the fall of our Father pj, ,. 
Adam, putting him into this Calling again, gate wide- 
Gen, 3.23. So the Lord {ent him forth from the tur quem 


| Garden of Eder, to till -the ground from [iudium A. 


| Win FT gri colendt, 
whence he was takcu,So that this Calling was Jr uk 


of Gods own invention, We read, Gen.4.20,21, and tefls 
22, who were the Fathers or Authors of this that Cyras 
and that Calling, but the Husbandman is Ap- that great 
prentice to none but God. 1/2.2$.24,26. Doth —_— 
the Plowman plow all day to ſow f doth he open ,xje1g,and 
His God ſet Trees 
wth inftraG him to diſcretion , and dith teach with his 
Mm, And he muſt be well taught that God ows hand 
teaches, Let us adviſe, ſayes God, what Calling. 

hall we pitch upon tor this worthy Creature ? 

how ſhall we diſpoſe molt nobly of him ? what 
imployment is worthy of him that wears our 

Image upon him ? Then falls in this excellent 

way of Husbandry z He (ſhall be an Husband- 

man. Now it is a maxime, A ſamin) b040 ak 

mf boyum, The San may ſooner fend out a 

C 4 Cloud, 


Lg 


he Boly = 


Chap. 3. The Husbandmans 

Cloud, than the Chiefeſt good authorize any 
thing but what is excellent. As on the contra- 
Ty , The fin of Lyizg hath this baſe prchemi- | 
nence , that it was the firſt- horn of the Dev?! 
'Keis a liar and the father of it ; he ſtands the 
firſt liar on record : Soour Husbandmans Cal- 
ling hath this high preheminence , that God 
was his only Maſter , and he his firſt Appren- 
tice- And therefore of all imployments, he hath 
moſi reaſon to ſtand up for God , and depend 
on him. 

It was the higheſt ambition of the heathen 
Artificers, to derive their Arts from fone of 
their gods, but alafs their go2s were men, the 
moſt vile and wicked men ; and if they ac- 
counted it an honour,to receive the origina] of 
their Occupations from ſach, how much grea- 
ter honour hath the Husbandman , who hath 
the Maker of Heaven and Earth tor the A#- 
thor and [aventor of his imployment? 


CT. 1. 


' N Second Excellency of the Husbandmans 
Calling is, That the Holy Ghoſt brings 
moſt compariſons, frem it. Moti Books in the. 
Scripture full of them. Plowing, Planting, 


 moſ} com- feeding, &c. The Husbandman hath ſcarce a 


| Tool, bur itis putinto the Canon of holy 
© Writ. It the Holy Ghoſt would teach by a Para- 
| L | _ 


PSY — 


Calling. Chap. 3. 
ble, he goes to the Husbandman, Matth 13. A 
Sower went forth to ſow, It Feſws Chriſt would 


« Þ tbreaten by a Parable , the Husbandman ſhall 


bean inſtance, Lz#ke 20.A certain man let foribs 
by Vineyard to Husbandmen, &c. It the Fioly 
Ghoſt would comfort by a Parable, he goes fill 
to the Husbandman, Fam. 5.7 Be patient there- 
fore,brethren,to the coming of the Lord : Behold, 

the Hucbandman waiteth, &c. God in theſe gde- 

ſcending unto us, becauſe we cannot ealily aſ- 
cend unto him, and making uſe of this world to 
inſtract us about another. So that every bati- 


"neſs of the Husbandman may well be a Ser- 


mon to him, ſeeing God himfelt hath taken the 
Text, And this I think is one deti#n of Para- 
bles, notionly to bring down heavenly things 
to our Underſiandings, but to ſcrew up our 
hearts by our fight of things below , and im- 
ployment herein,to heavenly thoughts and ap- 
plications. So that it appears a great honour, 
that God hath done to Husbandry,to inoculate 
it ſo into the Scripture, and to ennoble the 
{ame, by applying it ſo much to heavenly Utes. 

Yea, the Lord hinifelf hath taken the name 
of an Husbandman upon him, Fokbn 15.1. I am 
the trae Vine,and my Father js the Husbandman, 
&c. As the King will be tree of ſome Compa- 
ny.and agreat honour it is unto them. As King 


. F ames was tree of the Clothworkers Compa- 


ny. K, CharlsI, of the Company of Merchant 
Taylors. K.Charls 1I. of the Company of Gro- 
cers. So the King of Heaven ſecms to chule to 
be tree of FRE Company of Husbandmen , ang 
tnat 


26 


' &. 2» 


Bwcel. 3. 


Mc de- 


pendsmoſl 


en God. 


Chap. 3. _ The Hwsbandmans 
that is much for their honour, profit and in- 
ſtruction 3 ſo that he who reproaches the poor 


Husbandman , doth in a ſort refle& upon God 
himſclt, who will uphold the Company of Hus- 


bandmen to the end of the world. 


—— 
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SECT. 11. 


He Third Excellency of the Husband 
man 1s, That he lives and. depeads up- 
6# God. Fron1 Scednels to Harveſt,he is bound 
toa conſtant dependance on God, and from 


Harveſt to Scednels again, He wants Rain, 


and he goes'to Goa; next he needs fair wea- 
ther, and to God he muſt goe again, + This 
month he would have Froti, it will cheriſh 
his Corne : Another Month the Froſt would 
ſpoyl his Orchard 3 One while he ſhould have 


Snow , it would keep his ground as warm as . 


Wool, at another time it would fiarve his 
Cattle 3 At one time he longs for Wind,to pu- 
rifie the Air, at another time he is afraid of ir, 
leaſt it beat down his Corn ; And this cont1- 


nual need ſends him unto:God, Yhbo giveth his 


Snow like wooll , and ſcattereth the hoary Froſt 
like aſhes, who cauſeth bis Wind to blow, audthe 
Waters flow, and filleth him with the fineſt of 
the Wheat, Pſal. 147. 14, 16, 17. So that we 


may ſay of the Husbandman , as 'twas faid of 


the 


y=—., 13 
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Calling. Chap: 3+ 
the Land of Canaan,Dexut.11.11,12: The Land 
isa Land of Hills and Valleys (not like Egypt, 
which being a Plain , depended upon the con- 
{tant overflowings of 'Nilws, to make it truitfal, 
bur this ) drinketh water of the Rain of Hea- 
ven,a Land which the Lordthy God careth for, 
the eyes of the Lord thy Godare alwaycs upon 
ic,trom the beginning of the year to the end of 
the year, Even ſo the Husbandman -hath 
a Calling , that the Loxd muſt care for him, 
trom the beginning of the year to the end of 
the year, And this 1s the Excellency of it. They 
are baſe Callings that depend on Man though 
many cringing Cozrtzers will got think fo) but 
they are royal Callings that depend on. God. 
Servants know their wages, but the Child de- 
pends; and who hath the more excellent 
place,think ye ? The good Husbandman exer- 
ciſes his faith and patience every day. - Some 
Callings find exerciſe for corruption , but this 
Calling finds exerciſe for Graces z and he when 
he cannot pray for Grace for his Soul , yet can y 
pray for fair weather for his buſineſs. Of al! 

men he had need tolearn to pray , and that in 

carneli. \ 


_—_ 


i 


—— 


SECT. IV, 


$9.4 


A Fourth Excellency of Husbandry 15, Excel. 4, 


It is wok 
That it is an barwlefi and deceitleſy Cal- nk "oY 


Ang. Therc is not naturally nor uſually that cpu 
frauds © 


22 Chap. 8. 7 I teflon. 


fraud and cunning in the Husbandman, as in 
other men, [n many Callings, deceit is half 
the Trade 3 bat plain dealing is the genuine 
frame of the good Husbandman, Ger.25,27, 
Eſau,be was a cunning Hunter, but Facob was a 
| plain man, dwelling in Tents void of difſimula- 
tion and deceit 3 And he,we muſt not loſe him, 
he was an Husbandman in our large acceptati- 
on, for our Father Adam was not ſet only to 


dreſs the earth, but to keep it too, and all that. 


fed thereon. A plain man 15 the very deſcripti- 
on of an Husbandman. The Stateſman deals 
in policy, the Souldier in cruelty, the Tradeſ- 
man in difl1mulation 3 the deepeſt policy of the 
Husbandman 1s to get bread for his Family, 
and pay his Rent ; his greateſt cruelty is to 
dig into the bowels of the earth, his cunningeſt 
diflimulation is in fraying the Fowls from his 
Corn, and to trappan and draw in a Rivulct to 
water his Medow : Thoſe are his Deſigns. If 
he can but enſnare the Birds that harm him, 
heel never over-reach his Brethren that hurt 
him not, If he can learn cunning to ſow his 
ground in the fitteſt time, he never contrives to 
reap where he did not ſow. And fo though his 
1acome be not great,yetit is as ſolid as it ſeems; 
he hath ſorter Commons, but others have a lar- 
ger reckoning ; and that eftate which comes too 
ſoon, ({eldom fiays too long with.any man. 
Indeed in this Tron Age too much fraud is 
Kollen under this coat of freeze, but in the bc- 
ginning it was notſo3 nor yet can the Hus- 
bandman cogg, and flatter, and —— 
wit 


pony ane Oo Coo 3 . 


g_—_ 
od 
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Calling, Ghap. 3: 
with that impudence which others have : he 
plows not with che ſubtle Fox , but with the 
laborious Oxe; and if he cannot thereby reach 
a livelihood, hee'l rather fare hardly himſelf, 
than deal hardly with his Brethren. Here, 
ſayes he, I might ſc]] bad for good,yor leſs mea- 
ſure for tull meaſure, but ſo might my next- 
Crop be. blaſted ; and it I deal deceittully with 
Men, my Kine and Sheep might next time caſt 
their young, and 'deccive me. - I will be juſt 


£ and honett, fink or ſwim. Plain dealing i5 my 


only Jewel , and though by aiing it I dica 
beggar, yet ſhall | be one of Gods poor, and 


then I care not, 


TECT. V. =. 


' A Fifth Excellency of this Calling is, That Bxcel. s., 
it was the firji Caling in the world, and - bogs = 
ſuſtains all others, There hath been great ſtrife ling oh 
about the Antiquity of Countreys, and many 
Arguments have been toft. The Egyptians 
ſometimes ſhewing fair Cards for their przce- 
dency,-and then the Phexicians other grounds A miſlake 
for theirs: But in Antiquity of Callings, none fhatSsrurn 
can contend with the Husbandman.: for ere _ 
the $zx had gone three dayes Journey, he was and the 
buſie in the field 3 ſo that the Spade or Plow is Italians,af- 
the -moſt ancient Coat of Armes that can be I 
given by Herald, And then our Father Adem |, _ 


liked 


320 Chap.3. The Hwzbandmans 
-—_ liked the Calling fo well, 'that he put his eldeſt 
was none DON on this imployment, Gen.4.2, Bxt Cain wa 
in theGol- a Tiller of the ground. And fo from Father to 
den Age. Son this Calling hath paſt to this very day ina 
Sec Þ = lineal ſucceſſion. And theſe Callings that now 
rays out- brave him , were at firſt Colonies and de- 
rivations from this their Founder, For man 

- Thechief- muſt have Raiment, and henee the Clothier ; 
eſt families and an Houfe to dwell in, and hence the Bx:l- 
in Rons der; and Tools he mult have for his bufineſs, 
had _ hence the Artificer in Braſi;and Iron; and 
choir ſome Recreation when he is Wary,and fo 7#- 
okil in bal muſt have his Cuſtom, Gen. 4.21. But his 
Husban-.. Plow maintains them all. From his {ſweat 
Fry and , comes the Tradeſmans living, and through his 
_ og painful hands comes his Landlords Silver-lace, 
ei,Pilumni, Yea, Eccl, 5.9. The profit of the earth is for all, 
Fobii, Piſe- the King himſelf x ſerved by the Field. As it is 
nes,&c. 1d. witha Ship, for all the rich lading and gallant 
.18..;* paſſengers that are in her, for all the curious 
works, Cabbins, and carving on her, without 

' the Rowers below, and the Wind above, ſhe is 
but a fine Cypher, and #n uſcleſs Bulk : So all 
the Tradeſmen, Statelmen, and Gallants ina 
Nation, would ſignific very little, without the 


the cares and labours of the Husbandman; If 


Gods Providence above,and his Plough below 
fiand fill, we muſt all ſhortly beg or fiarve. 
It - is reported of Y/illigis, a Wheelers Son, 
( Nephew to the Husbandman ) that being 
made Archbiſhop of Mentz and EleQor of the 
Empire, he gave in his Coat of &xmes, Three 
Peels with this Motto ( written in his Bed- 
| chamber 


Ealing. | Chap. 2, 
chamber in great letters ) Willigs , Willige, 
pu Precole undeveners , Remember from whence 
to thou camel. It little becomes the Child, when 
12 ſadvanced to honour, to torget his honeſi,.-poor 
ww ſand aged Parents 3 ſeeing without their con» 
Je- currence he had never received a Being : And 
an Nitdoth as lictle become our (plendid Gallants, 
r3 for richeſt Merchants, to delpile or look big on 
31- the firtt of their Line 4 the poor Husbandman, 
{s, | This is ro forget the Rock whence they were 
nd ſhewen , and the hole of the pit whence” they 
#- | were digged. - 


| SECT. Vh 
; a 
int THe Sixth Excellency of the Husbandmans y,,y 4 
zus | © Calling is,, That it i a Calling of leſs tem- Itis a Gals 
zut tation than others, Not that he is without ling oflefs 
is temptations, as you wilt hereafter ſee, but his *©®Ptats- 
all ] Temptations are not ſo firong,as in moſt other — 

na Callings, For x Fob 2. 16. All thatis in the yye rea 
he world, is the lutt of. the fleſh, the luſt of the of many 

If eyes, and the pride of life, Now his labour Eingsthas 
»w ficeps down his luſt, and his poverty helps to gy 

quell, down his pride, and ſure his worldly De- eqying, .. 
5n, Efires cannot compare with thoſe of vaſter E- whenthey 
vg ſ{ltates, ſeeing the more a man hath,* themore have left 
he unſatisfied are his Defires. Foſeph and Benja- theiening- 
ree [in were own Brothers , but Foſeph is exalted Diocleli = 
it Court, and Benjanix is ſeated in the tales, 
| Country » Hero, 


22 | Chap.3: + The Husbandmans 


» Country 3 and now whether proves the ſafer? 
why, Benjamin he comes to Egypt humble, and 
modefi,and ſober 3 but Foſeph, 'though 'tis like 
the better man, yet he 1s gotten into the Court 
faſhion, and hath By the Life of Pharaoh at his 
tongues end, Nay one and the ſame man, holy 
David, who more chaſt and innocent 1n the 
Countrcy, among his Sheep? but he was not 
{o at the Court : So that as many great Oaks 
and Ccdars fall, when Shrubs do keep their 
Ganding in a form, fo the great, and rich, and 
mighty ones of the world are often entrapped 
in luſt, envy, pride and Atheiſm 3 when the 
poor honefi Husbandman is kept innocent and 

clear. 
] do not ſay but he hath an heart too like 
other men , and perhaps would be as bad as 
they, if he had wherewith : But he hath not 
. ſo great temptations, his God doth not give 
him Wind and Tyde, leaft he ſhould drown 
himſelf: The Lace on a proud Tradeſmans 
Cloak, would ſuit the Husbandman all the 
'Year, and oneof his Dinners would find his 
houſe the Month about; but yet he 1s adorn: 
ed with the orient Jewels of Grace within, and 
takes more Covenant comforts at one Ordi» 
nance, than the other doth in ſeven years, 
He hath not his Beauties in the Windows to 
allure him , nor the ſparkliag Wine to entice 
him , the neweſt Faſhion is ſo far from entan- 
gling him, that it's ugly in his eyes; the 
charms of Mufick do not inchant him, heis 
more taken with the mukick of his Bces than 
| abyf 
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Gods hatred with it. 


creature is a word, and each-part of ita letter, 


Calling, "Up 2 "24 
any othet. is Childten are his uſual Recrea«" 
tions,and his ſpare time he ſpends wich-cthem, 
And his Dinner of herbs with the love of God 
feeds him more ſafely, thana ttalled Oxe, and 


He ſeventh Excellency of the Husband- Excel. 7. , 
mans Calling is, That God may be read moſt God may 
in ha Creatures therein. So that when others Þ* moſt _ 
are ſtudying (elf in their Callings, he is findy- —_— 
ing God in hiscalling. Though it may be he herein, 
caanot one letter on the book, yet he can ſtudy 
God in the twofold Glaſs'of his Ordinance and 
his Creatures, And he hathan advantage here= 
in above moſt other callings , in that his bult- 
neſs lies among trees, and flowers, and grals, 
and cattel, andeven all the creatures ot God. 
And Gods creatures are a book in Folio, each 


out of which an holy heart-may ſpell exceed- 
ins much of God,and converfe with him, as in 
an ; Ordinance, all the day long. 

So our Father Adam did ; Loving Father, 
fayes he, here is thy wiſdom, there thy mercy, 
in yonder heavens thy power and glory , the 
whole earth is full of thy riches. And titus as 
the Sun is beſt feen in the water, fo doth the 
religious Husbandman better and oftner fee 
D £ God 


3+ 


Chap. 3. The Hasbandmans 
God in his creatures, than many Philoſophers 
and Divinesin their books. Famous is that in- 
Kance of the honeſt poor man , whom one of 
the Ancients found weeping over a Toad to 
think of the wondertul goodneſs of God, that Iſh - 
had made him a reaſonable creature , and not 
ſuch a Toad 3 whereat the learned man crycd 
out, Rapiunt indo cxlumon—— thee unlet- 
tered Country-men run away with heaven, 
while we do only talk thereot: L / 
The School-men ſay, there is four wayes of 

knowing a man, and ſo of knowing God : 

1. 14 veſtigio, by the print of his foot, ſo we I ® 
know that he, 15 a man, but not whoitis in 


14] 


particular. -_ » 
. 2, In umbra, by his ſhadow or picture;here I 
we know how tall and great he is. * 
3. Infpecule, ina glaſs, fo man ſaw God at " 
his firfi creation, OO x 
4. In Filio, im his Son, ſo we know a mans || 
name and nature very much. | 
Certain it is , thatan heavenly heart meets | * 
God in his way in every thing: he ſees thefoot- || © 
ſteps of his power, wiſdom and mercy in the n 
creatures, his very pidure in his Saints, his || 
. glory in the glaſsof his Ordinances, his very ||| | 
bowels in his Son. la 
The Husbandman can read in a moxning a . 


ſweet lecture of Dependance ox God, upon the 
fowls of the air; of the Providexce of God, in 
the lillies of the field 3 of the #/iſtom of God,in || © 
ordcring the rivers to water thecarth; of the 
Power of God,in preſerying his corn,and bring- 
ing 


Calling. Chap.2. 35S 
ing 1t up, Preſentemque refert guelibet herbs 
Deum, $&E3 


SECT. VIII, 4.8: 


N Eighth Excellency of Hushandty is, ggcel. g: 

c That- it makes @ man either too rich nor This Cal-. 
too poor, And this was a wiſe mans choice and ling makes 

| If prayer, Prov. 30.8, Gzve me neither poverty nor _— _— 
riches ; not but that God can make cither of ea 
them bleflings , and many a man hath gone to | 
heaven out of a palace; and very many out of a 
cottagez but the middle (ate 1s the fafett, and 
that is the Husbandmans condition ; his are 
i5above pity,and below envy. They that pity Herod.lib. 
him;know nor his comforts and contents; and a 
| | A _; 6 Oracle 
they whoenvy him, knew not his cares and ,+ Delphos 
labours, 1 dare fay never paid his Rent. Soloy did adjucs: 
accounted Tellus the Athentan the moſt happy one 4glars 
man, for living privately on his owa Lands ; maſs happy, 


and thus the Husbandman is happy. That tood 


; uring 2 
15 beſt, that makes a man neither too Tcan and little farm 


languid,nor too fat and foggy ; and that ſtate in 4readr:, 


is beſt, that givesa man tood convenicnt for —_— 
him, : . A OA ot it, and 
For as for Riches, they are mercies, but they gefiring 
are dangerous merciesz DSin never prolpers little 
taore than in proſperity 3 it doth emaſculate wealth, 
and effeminate the ſpirits, and nourifheth fo —_ 2 
many weeds, thar the winter of affliction hath pj, pie, 
; #3 2 | ; mu I Cot, PET 'A q 


- 36 Chap. 3. The Husbandmans 
much ado to maſter them; How loth are men 
to deny themſelves, when they.have a great 
ſelf to deny 7 how loth to dye, that have fo 
much to leave ? what cares mult needs invade 
. their prayers, - and break their reſt, that have 
abundance ? And how hard is it to be full and 
not forget.the Lord,grow lazy in Religion,and 
love the preſent world ? So that a wile man 
will be as much afraid to be rich, as others are 
to bepoor, Now the Husbandman is ſeldom 
fick of a ſurfeit ; if he can reach wholefome 
meat,and clothes, and pay his rent,and put his 
children 1a a way to live, he hath his defire. 

- And thenon the contrary, Poverty is a wo- 
ful Diſeaſe, makes a man unuſctul, heartlcls 
and burdenſom, and hazards him on unlawful 
courtcs ; he may be tempted to diſtruſt provi: 
dence, and ſo fical, and take Gods Name in 
vain and except mens hearts were ſofter, morc 
will pity. him than relieve him: Now the 
Husbandman,though his fare be hard, and his 

 rayment courſe, yet he is kept from ſcaling; 
inficad of begging he relieves the beggar, and 
makes amends for the ſmalne(s ef his Alms, 

_ with theſmiles that go with it. As our Hoh ? 

Fuller H, S' Statiſt Gaith , though he wear tin in his but-E ) 

\tons, yet hath he filyer in his pocket, and if hc h 
wear ruſlet clothes, yet he makes golden pay: * 
ment. | 


SEG IT. 
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Ty Ninth Excellency of 'Husbandry is , Excel. 9. - _ 


That it is a Calling of the greateſt neceſſity, 
It is none of the trades that the world might 
well live without. Some Callings ſerve the de- 


light of man, ſome his fancy, ſome his 1#ft, but 


this ſerves his Neceſſity, Now necellity ſets the 
price on things, Sole &* Sale nihi ntilius, The 
commonneſs of the Sun in Heaven, or the Salt 


upon Earth,doth not diminiſh from the worth This is a 
of them, becauſe they are fo neceflary : So the good work 


multitude of Husbandmen abatcs not their ex- 
cellency, we cannot live without them. You 
would read but faintly , nor ] write this that 
you are reading, , but for fome KHusbandmans 


\{weating laſt harveſt, How ſhould God have 


his Rent for all theſe creature-comforts, but 
through his help ? Or how ſhould man have a 
livelihood without his forecaſt ? The Earth 


would quickly return toher bryars and thorns 


without his culture. Inſficad of Roſes we:mult 
have nettles, and inſtead of Corn, brambles. : 
And therefore let him have his honour, we 
cannot ]ive without him, 

As Graceis the one thing needful for the 
Soul, it lives not a day in a true ſence without 
itz fo Bread is the one thing needtul for the 
body, and it dycs without it : without the ftaf 

RET | D 3 of - 
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of bread we fall to the ground 3 and whocan 
provide for bread without the Husbandrman ? 
Plutarch tells of one Pythis, a great Prince, 


that having diſcovered fome rich mines in his 


territories, imployed ſo many of his Subjecs 
there, that tillage being negleced, a general 
dearth followed. His prudent Deen, being fen- 
fible of the calamity of the Country,whcn her 
Husband came hungry to dinner , had procu- 
rcd the Bread and Meat to bt artificially made 
of Gold. The King was delighted with the 
deceit, till being throughly hungry, he called 
for cal meat: Nay (ltayes ſhe) if you jmploy 
a]! your Subjeas in your Mines, yeu mult ex- 


| pe&t to feed upon Gold , for nothing elſe can 
_ your Kingdom afford. So that the digging in 


the Mines muſt give place to the Husband- 


a mans digging i in the ground,elſe they'l dig but 


a while. ' Y ou remember that pretty Fable, of 
all the Members mutinying againſt the Belly, 
for that they did all the work, and ſhe devou- 
red all the meat 3 wherefore they reſolved to 


<Tut her ſhort, ſhe ſhould labour as well as they, 


or fatt for it, Accordingly they deal with her, 
211 the Members refuſe to help her ; but e're 
long the hands languiſh, the legs grow feeble, 
the eyes dim, and t e head light, and ſoul and 
body had like to have taken Teave:; At length 
they fee their errour, and perceive that the 
belly maintain'E them all; and forall its mean- 
neſs they could not live without it, and fore- 


.newed their, care thereof, and then their 


Itrength was renewed : even {o , though the 
bas Husband- 


Calling, Chap.3. 
Husbandman have but a low fituation in the 
body politick, yet if hebe diſceuraged, neg- 
c, le&ed, or ſhould ſurceaſe, all degrees of men 
Wo would beat a loſs, and from the crown of the 
is head to the ſole of the foot, the body politick 
al would be lick. | 


[1 » 
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de SECT. X. 

he : | - $.10. 
ed He Tenth Excellency of the Husbandmans 

Dy | bokm is, That it is an healthful and chear- mag os 


x- | fill Calling: His labour is his Phyſick, and he healthful 

an purgeth through all his pores 3 a DoGor is (c]- andehear- 

in | dom ſcen in his houſe,he lives above them,and fol calling- 

d- | mofily lives without them, unleſs it be that 

ut | Colledge of Phylitians, Dr. Diet, Dr. Que, 

of | and Dr. Merrymazn, as you ule to term.them. 

y, # He hath no ſupertluitics at his Table to beget 

u- || © crudities in his ſtomack, is not ; 2 

tO inflamed with Sack , nor Fond, [andy [nm i_ oculs 
o . Ns 

y, | drow'd in flegm, nor funk | 

r, | with poring Melancholy. He Green grafs,clear glaſs, and 


. : . | fountains pure, 
re | is linging at his work , when Refreſh eye-ſight , long to 


le, | others are puling in their endure. Wir. Auſten. 
nd | chambers. And though he 
th | have not riches and honour, which are only in 


he | Wiſdoms left hand, yet he hath length of. 
n- | dayes, which is in her right,and that's better, 
eG. 7 : 
lr Hence it is probable, that Vzzzab, 2 Chron. 
he | 26.3, lived and rejgned longer than any King 

| E: D 4 bctore 


Chap.3. The Husbandmans 
before him, for ver.10: it is ſaid, }He loved Hug - 
banadry, a calling it. ſeems not unworthy the 
love of a King. Sixteen years old when he be- 
| gan to reign, and he reigned fifty two years in 
—_— p Feruſalem, which though we cannot percmp- 
Ch forily afcribe to his love of Husbandry , yet 
by digging confidering their wholeſom imployment, and 
eondenſe the refreſhing ſcents from the carth it ſelf, to- 
ray gether with the long life of moſt of that cal- 
Bacon, Hift, Ng» We may fairly guels atit, 
' of Life and 
Death, pag. 207,208. Who ſaith, That moderate excrciſc, freſh airs, 
pleaſant odours, and wholefome meat and drink, all profitable to 
fong life, p 179, 180. The Husbandmen hath all theſe, A certain 
great Loxd, who lived long, had every morning at his awaking a 
olod of freſh carth laid under his noſe, for the ſmell thereof. 1d. 


40 


It is a true ſaying comparativele taken, @uz 
medice vivit, miſere vivit, He 1s a woful flave 
that's bound to the rules of Phytick; when 
a man cannot riſe, nor walk, nor cat without 
exacte ſt circumſtances: this is the life of many 
a Noble man, and fickneſs is worſe than this 3 
a Cottage with health is better than a Crowu 
with fickneſs: but our Husbandman 15s moſily 
freed from both theſe ; he is feaſted and phy- 
ick't too , moſt of the year , with the ſweet 
{mells of fragrant flowers in the field ; rare 
tunes of the {weeteſt and cheapet Choriſters 


and finds more tafte in his dinner of herbs, 
than many others in their variety of dainties. 
And when God hath bleſt him in the labours 
of the day, he can come home and ſing aad re- 


of the Woods ; refreſhing ſights of a fair crop ; | 


:oyce With his Wife and Children at night, as 

Wit he had a (et of Minfirels,Pfal.147.,12,13,14 

Praiſe the Lord, m for be bath bleſſed thy Chit- 
dren within thee, He makgth peacoun thy bore 
ders, aud filleth thee with the fineſt of the wheat. 

Wit is a chearful Calling. When Envy gnaws 
upon the heart of the. Great man, and fear and 
are upon the'rich Merchant , this man com- 
mits his affairs to God,and lays down his cares 
with his clothes by his bed-fider And you 
ſhall hear more hearty,I am ſurg more tanocent 

| Blaughter by his fires fide, than by his Land- 
lords; and after all, Ecclef, 5.12. The fleep of 
the labouring man is (weet, whether be eat little 
ormuch, | 


ans rw 


WED xL- | S. 71, 


THe Eleventh Exccllency of the Husband- Excel. 11; 
TL wans calling is, That it ftauds on fafer It is 2 fale 
grounds then moſt others. The higheſt ſieps of rr” A 
Greatneſs are ufually the moſt ſlippery,and all ;, yum ue 
the- ambitious man gets by his climbing is,that apſugra- 
i: hath the further to fall. - + The greateſt vieoreruant. 
Stateſman ftands at the mercy of his Prince, —_, 
ad of his Exemy and if he fall, he neyer riſes © 
pain, they meet with martial law, where a | 
van can offend but once: but the Husbandman 
he fall, his corn miſs, or his cattle dye, he 
nakes ſhift to get up again in time, and qui ea- - 
it in terrans, non babet unde cadat, his fall is 
' | nor 
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not ſo high as to break his bones: The Mer. 
chant,he meets with certain lofles, and uncer- 
tain gains, one puſt of wind ſometimes undoes 
him,one Pirate makes hima beggar 3 now the 
Husbandman hath a fhip failing in his ticld, 
which though it go ſlower, yet oft moves ſu- 
xer than theother, and the Mariner comes for 
more ColleQions abroad, than the Husband- 
man. 

It men would be quiet, the Lawyer would 
be troubled; and if they would be temperate, 
the Phyſitian would be fick. So that if the 


World ſhould grow wiſe in her old age, thoſe 


twocallings would be in great hazard but as 
long as the world lives it muſt have meat, and 
the trade of plowing will never be out of rc- 
queſi, Nay,the Husbandman hath many ſweet 
promiſes for his ſecurity. God hath promiſed, 


that the Earth ſhall increafe and multiply, that 


ſeed-time and harveſt ſhall not ceaſe,Gen.$.22. 
That he will give the former and the latter 
xaininits appointed ſeaſon, That the diligent 


Hand ſhall be made rich, .yea, that his.Oxcn 


ſhall be ſtrong to labour, his ſheep ſhall bring 
terth thouſands in the fireets, that he ſhall cat 
of the fruit of his labour, : and that it ſhall be 


well with him, 


$ ®* 12s 
Pgcel. 12. 
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He Twelfth Excellency of this Calling of 
* an Husbandman is, Tha# it is - greater friend 
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#0 Piety, than moſt other Callings. Others may 


Calling. Chap. 3- 
have more time,but this hath as much opports- 
zityto get to Heaven, Others may have more 
religious Notions , but he hath more religious | 

Motions ; Others may out-wit him in Religi- 

on,but few ſhall ouc-pray him. The Gentleman 

his neighbour will have a finer Bible , but he 

will uſe it oftner to his comfort. His learned 

Miniker will dz/pate better for the truth than 

he,but he will ſz4er for the truth as much as 

he. FAnd it you trace him, you ſhall find as de- + xg;a;, 
vout a Prayer in his family, as feeling a Grace Spaniſh Di- 


at his table,as where there is a finer houſe, and vine, was 


* Dr, and 
a fullex table. Nay, when others put off God Reader 'of 


with any ſcantling of prayer , that day hath Divinityin 
{cldom paſt wherein there hath no Chapter two Uni. 
becn read, and Pſalm ſung among his family. verſities, 

Nay , his very Calling furthers him much y**wasno 


herein. Noah that was ſo perteC and upright a H_ 


' man in that forlorn Generation, He,Gen, 9.20. till he was 


began ta be an Hwubandman : Though I may inſtrufte8 
not ſay his Calling made him an upright man, om plain 
yet they agreed marvellous well together. His on ey: 
Religion 15 not perhaps fo plauſible, but it is pe. Clark 
moſt found 3 and what he wants in ordzzg it, Mart, pags 
he hath.in Hearting,and in doing the whole will 225+ .* 
of God, ſay,his calling furthers him in it. He 

hath ſuch need of Gods daily goodneſs, and fo 


©" If duly hears from him in his Mercies, that pray- 


of 
end 


x0 


crs and praiſes are his conſiant fare, He is pret=- 
ty well wearied in the world, and ſo prayer'ts 
welcome to him it 1s an eaſe and refreſhment . 


to him, which is work and trouble to others, 


AS 


Chap. 3- The Hucbandmans 
As ſlcep is weleome to a labouring wan 
eo children, that care not for going to bec 
cauſe they are not weary; fo death is welcome 
to the Religious Husbandman, becauſe hence- 
forth he reſis from his labputs : and while he 
lives, his drofs is only upon-the earth, but his 
© golden precious ſpirit is ſoaring into heaven, 
His fpiritual cſtate like his temporal is hercin 
fully as good as it ſeems, and in ſhort, when 
the power of Godlineſs is pſt every where, 

you may find it in hishouſe and heart. 

"0 WY Hence, it isprobable, he hath the name of a 
ports, that Geod-man incorporated into his very aame, 


ifone were Goodman ſuch a One, as if the Quinteſlence of | 


£all'd by. Tnnocercy ahd Piety were chicfly in the Hus- 
of aGood bandman, 

aan, he  Excellencies and Advantages of this Calling, 

4 ape which | have pur down not to puff up the 

bi w boa © Husbandman with pride, he will meet with 

gh _— cares and labours enough to keep him down; 

Tib. 16, £3. NOT to reflect any diſgrace upon other Callings, 

whoſe honour,caſfe and pro- 

0 frtomats nimium, bono ſi ſus & will hold up mg aye 

oe , well enough 3 bur for the 

_ + ena Glory of thatn molt gracious 

God that led our Father Adam into it, and for 

the comfort and encouragement of the Hus- 

- bandman under his burdens and troubles, that 

he may be content with the inconveniencies of 

his Lot', and bleſs the Name of the Lord bs 

God , And theſe I ſhall obſerve in the next 


place and lay them in the other ballancc, _ 
the 


fo 
be= 


And thus you have a view of ſome of the 
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The Inconveniencies of the Hug. Thclacon- 
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price fly too high; leaſt Tradefmens 
ſhops ſhould be emptied , and leaf the Hus- 
bandman ſhould forget himſelf. 


CHAP. 1V.. 


f _veniencies 
bandmans Calling, and the Re. of fu 
Fa  bandry, 
medies thereof. | andRe- , 
:” | | medies,  ; 
SECTION, I, S. r; 


RR Nd now I come-to the Fourth Incenueng 
HAYES Point , which is to give you an ac- 1-Uisbuti- 
YAY: & count of the 1zconvenzencies of the —_ liesin | 

SSMEB= F[usbandmans calling, wherewith I hung 
hall alſo preſcribe ſome Remed:es. Itis Hea> Ye 
ven only that. is without Inconvenienctes. 

Here we world live without them , there. ws 

ſrall live without them, The wiſdom of God 

hath ſo ordered it, that not an houſe an carth, / 
but hath ſome grievance annext to.it, that we _/ 

may long for our other houſe which Babove. 

Itis ſaid of the Plain of Fordan, Gen. 13. 10. 

That it was like the Gerden of the Lord, and 

Lot thought he had a great bargain of it, and 

( good 
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(good man) he found many inconveniencl&i 


it.Soin Edenit (elf, our father Adam had a DI_ 
pent;Latet ang#is in herba.And it he met with 
Inconveniencies there, let no man think to e- 


ſcape them. Jt is our miſery to have then; it 
is our happineſs to maxageand improve them. 


The firſt Inconvenience of the Husband- 


mans calling is, That his bufineſs lyes in the 


 +PÞf 62.8. world,bis greateſt evemy.}F Indeed the world 
- Menoflow jn it {elf is Gods:good Creature; but fince the 


degres, 
Hebr. | 


O18 JA 


fall of Man,as it brings forth naturally-thorns 
and bryars to tear the fleſh 3 ſoby the malice 


ecrre fiir, of the Devil, it 1s full of ſnares to catch the 


Fen of 


WR YA 


foul. He hath privily inſtigated all the Grea- 
tures to be againſt God and our ſouls, and laid 
Rats-baxe here anditnere upon the things the 


filii ign”, Husbandman converlſcth in,to poyſon and un- 


the nobler do him, 


element. 


So Pſ.49.2 
Thy occu- 


So that he may, e're he 15 aware, fall 
into -temptation and a ſnare. That is a ſad 
Curſe,Pſal,69,22.Let that which ſhould have 


pation like been for their welfarc,let it become a trap.Sad, 


the ' firſt 
Adon is 
earthly, 
but thy 
affettion 
and con- 


verſation 


ſhould be 
{ike the 
ſecond 
Adam's 


' heavenly. 
Mr. Swpin- 


neck, . 


that the Plough ſhould be a ttap,and in his in- 
nocent bufineſs ſhould be a dangerous ſnare. 
As if a mans houfe ftood in his enemies garri- 
fon,it were a great inconvenience 3 though his 


houſe were never fo pleaſant , yet to enjoy it 
. he ventures his life. The world is now an ene- 


my to our fouls, yetin the mid'>& of it ftands 
the Husbandmans calling ; and thereforc if 
he will be ſafe he muſt do, as Nehemiah 4. 17. 
with one of his hands work in his calling, and 
with the other hold a weapon. 

The beſt Remedy againfi th js inconveni- 
ENCE 


" "_h 
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WGod forbid that I ſhould glory in any thing 


Ry chain of iron,and triumph in it}) by which 


© Calling, |” Chap. 4, 47 
ence is, To be crucified to the world, Gal.6.14, 


zyein the croſs of Chriſt, whereby the world 
is crucified to me,and ] to the world ; as if he 
hould fay, Fle glory in my ſufferings, (others 
glory in their chains of Gold , PFle only ſhake 


my heart is well weaned from the temptations 
of the world.So let the troubles and hardſhips . 
which the Husbandman meets with: in. the 
world, crucife his heart to the inticements of 
it. Get the world once under you, make it 2 
ſervant , ( as the word in our Text ({tgnifies ) 
ſubdue it, and then you may more ſafely trade 
nit, And ſceing K is your enemy,deal with it 
a5an enemy,have as little to do with it as you 
nz and though you ow to it a love of Bexe- 
zolexce, becauſe it ſuſtains you, yet beware how 
ayou beſtow upon it a love of Complacence, 
becauſe it would enſnare you. 


".SECT..'IH1 
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Tt He Second Tnconyenience of. the Hus- ye hath © 
bandmans calling is, That\be bath bat lit- batlitle © * 

time for bis Soul. His Langford can get up time for | 

12morning, and rcad as Io as he will, and 9 foul ] 

len pray as long, as he will, and as oft, and 

editate as much as he will : But he hath but 

tle time to pray, and leſs time to xead, and « 4 
: leaſt t1 
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Chap: y Bw be Hushandmens. 


leaſt of all to meditate, unle(s it be occafional] 


/ 
among his work. And his life .is divided bÞ} 
tween labour and ret, and but that he is full y 
reſolved, the main chance ſhall not be negledY ; 
ed,his ſoul would be forgotten. He hath mayifl ; 


dayes, and yet but a /i#tle time 3 his bulindy « 
calls him out,and the night calls himin againfſ} « 
and ſo he isapt to doubt of himſelf by fic 
becauſe it is ſaid, Pſel. x.2, The Godly may 
delight is in the law of the Lord, . and inthaſ | 
law be doth meditate day and night. He longs il | 
xcad ſuch a.good Book, but harveſt or bulinely | 
calls,and he muſt away 3 longs to go and conyſ \ 
fer with his Miniſter about his poor foul, but } 
can {cldom get leave of his buſineſs, cither his 
poor ſoul, or his poor family maſt ſuffer. Anc 
he finds it very much ado to live in this 
world, and yet provide to live ſor ever, Anc 
how fhall the honeft Husbandman remed 
this matter? | 

Xour Remedy muſt be this , you muſt worly . 
the harder, and ſleep the lefs, that you may} ; 
pray and read the more, If the Heathens car | 
produce a Philoſopher , that uſed to worl | 
moſt of the day, that he might be ſuſtained i | 
ftudy moſt of the night 3 how much more maj 


| you, that hope for better things than they 
,- puniſh the body alictle as it will bear, to furnil 


the ſoul as it hath need ? How late and ear!) 


 £an, you ſometimes be at a gainful market 


one thing is needful in comparifon, Lk, 10.42} 


and 15 there any market where-Grace is fold 
Remember fiill that-one thing, and only thi 


An 


Chap. 4 
And then, be ſure the little time you can ſpend 

for your fouls, improve it well, The ſhorter 

ll you muſt be at prayer, fee you be the more fe- - 

letY rious, They who can do little, had need to do Fe 
nam it well, And then you may be aſſured, that as ' 

nel che Lord blefſeth your ſhort Commons and 

an thin meals, to as much health and ſtrength of 

ns body, as they who have their plenteous varie- 

nay .ty , fo will the ſame God bleſs to you your 

that pulſe and water, your few,but lively duties to 

vs i feed your fouls, as it you had larger opportu= 

nay nities. It is better to have a little communion 

conf with God, and hunger tor more, than to have 

bu 1:rger time, and lefſer appetite. 


Calling. 


a I. | I 
Anc SECT. 11]. 6.3» 


Third Inconvenience of the Husband- Ke is lia-. 
york mans Calling is, That be is liable to many Þ\ © M2 
maj} burdens and injuries : He is and mult be like = | 
Iſachar, Gen.49.14. an af{conching down un- ;q;ucies. | 
der two burdens, He mult (ufter from his S#pe- 
riours ; many an harſh LeGure his Landlord 
reads him 3 many a treſpaſs and injury his 
Neighbour offers him 3 many {ſcoruful terms 
afterall their wrongs he mutt put up : he hath 
neither power,nor will, nor Skill to go to Law, 
and fo tits him down, and makes his moan to 
God, He mult ſuffer from his equals otren : for 
he is known to be a mn of peace,and his prin= | 
 tiple is known', to ſuffer the greateft injury, 

KEE rather 


The Husbandmans 


Mo = _ 


comforts himſelt, that it will not laſt alwayes, 
and ſo refis content, Yea, he ſuffers ,cven from 
his Iaferzours,and muſt many times be his ſer- 


3 fie IMpoſitions do uſually fall (reſpe& had to his 
ofth mean eſtate Jmoſi heavily on him and in pub- 


Ry and lick Calamities, where-ever the ſtormis brew - 

all thy Ja* ed, yet uſually it lights on the Husbandman F. 

09 bg Like his theep he is often ſhorn , yea almolt 

up, and flcad ſometimes. When he hath gotten alittle 

thou ſhalt Wooll on his back, it ſtayes there but a while, 
be only his Rent day comes and ({wceps all away. 

_ Quelt. And what Remedy bath he for this 

= _— " taconvenience £ | 

/* Anſw. Forthis heuſeth Faith and Patience, 

which like ewo Bladders keep up his heart 

from tinking and dejection. 1, He doth and 

muſt believe that theſe things are ordered by 

the wife Providence of his heavenly Father, 

That men arc Gods Hend, as itis, Pſal.17.14- 

The men of the World are his Sword.He believcs 

alſo,that even this ſhall work for his good, that 

his burdens keep him humble , when freedom 

would make him proud : he believes that hea- 

ven Will put an end to all and make amends 

for all. As holy David ſaid, Pſal. 27.11. I had 

fainted unleſs 1had believed to ſee thegoodneſs 

of tbe Lordin the Laxd of the living, So thc 

Husbandmans fpirit would fail, but that h13 

faith is ſirong,, and ſees. theſe are but clouds 

that will quickly paſs away: And in the mean 

rime, among other proytlion in his houfe, he 

7 2 proyidcs 


' rather than offer the leaſt ; and therefore he 


+ Deut, 28. yants ſexvant. Theheavick burdens alſo and. 


: 
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t 
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Calling, Chap. 4; 
provides 2, Patience, with this he cats, and 
fleeps, and ſmiles under all his load, reſolving 
N PFithe can poſſeſs nothing elſe, yet he will poſ- 
= Wes his ſoul with Patience, and fo with the 
I | Prophet, Fer. 19.19. HW 7s me for my hurt, my 
* ponnd is grievous but I ſaid,traly this is a grief, 

* Wernd Tmuft bear it; God,hath laid it on, and 
- | God alone ſhall take it off, 


FEC y of I y: ; | Y, & 


A Fourth Incoaveniencein this Callingi i5, He hath , 
; That be hath many cares and troubles in many cares * 
| the fleſp:he hath a ſuccellion of cares and trou- 224 troNe 
| WD blcs in this worldzhe deals in thoſe things that — 
" have not their name for noughr, 221i, there's 
 |f their Subſtance, and vexation of ſpirit, there's 

their Accident. He hath his houſe to build or 

fo repair , that almoſt ruincs him 3 then his 

ground to manure, that colts him much trou- 

leand carc ; then his Rent or Fine co pay, 

this falls heavy on him,and comes oft 3 he hath 

hardly got up his back , but the halt year re- 

turns, and his Rents ſqueeze him down again, 

t that between the cares of his mind and the 

pains of his body,he hath load enough tor one. 

And then his Children mult be equcated 1 

though he cannot read, yet they firall read and 

write, becauſe he feels the want thereof 35 and 


then they muſt be provided for,and this $reates. 
E. 2 2 him 


62 Chap. 4. The He -handaar: 


+ His body him new carcs and troubles; ſo that though 
isthe An- he have not ſo much flehly trouble , yet hath 


_ ay he troubles in the fleſh one upon another, f 


ſes,and his 0 
_ the Hive of unnumbred cares, ſorrows,and paſſions. Sir W. Ra- 
leeb. | 
* Non erat If 15 frue,* he may thank the fall of our Fa» 
labory of ther Adam tor many of theſe, but however'he 
Fifio, ſed carne by them,now he hath them. Indeed this 
_—_— advantage he hath by them , that they make 
—_” ) him long for Heaven ; his hard work here, 
eT Dew Makes him long to beat reſt 3 and though the 
creaverat, world thus uſe him, yet hereby he grows out 
bumanio- of Ive with it,and is eſtranged to it in his heart, 
that uſcth him thus as a ſtrauger. 


pers adJjii- 
toriogletius 


feraciuſque 
provenirent, ande Creator ipſe uberius Iaudaretur. Aug. de Gen, ad 


LK, 1.8. | 
Queſt, But what Remedy can be given 19 this 
Tnconvenience £ 6 ( 
 Anſw. No way in this world to avoid 
them ; the way therefore is to get them ſantii- 
fied and ſweetned, Seeing this load cannot be 
caſt oft,carry it as calily as you can.Let praycis 
therefore be mingled with your cares,and cor- 
dials with your troubles. When you delign 


your carcs ultimately at the glory of God, and' 


manage them with holy hearts, you ſanRitic 
them ;. and a feati on the Promiſes multi be 
mingled with a meal upon troubles. And con- 
fider, that all men have their cares as well as 
you, yea, perhaps the Gentleman your neigh- 
bour hath his head fall of carcs to make provi- 


ff ; fon 
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Calling, 


proviſion for your families ; And be confident 
that their way of fin 1s a worſe life than your 
way of labour; and that you will reſt from 


your labours, when they ſhall not reſt from 
their pain, | | 


JECT: Vi 
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"He Fifth Inconvenience of the Fusband- 
mans calling is, That he hath more will than 
power to be a publick, good, aud to mend what is 
amiſs inthe world. To be a publick good is the 
higheſt pitch of happineſs in this world', and 
herein only the high and mighty have the ad- 
vantage of the poor Husbandman. The one 
may have as long life, as good health, as much 
comfort in the Creatures,as cheerful an heart, 
and as happy a life as the other, with leſs dan- 
ver here, and a leſs account hereafter 3 but here 
is the Husbandmans diſadvantage, he can but 
little promote any publick good , nor hinder 
little publick evil 3 he cannot build Hoſpitals, 


ſndow Churches, ere& Schools, enact good 


Laws, preach Sermons, nor encouxage piety : 
Nor on the other hand can he reform Sin.,if his 
life lay on it ; he ſees them drunk when he 
zves to Market, and he hears them ſwear, and 
beholds the Sabbath broken, but he cannot re= 
nedy it, he doth as far as he can 3 he, where he 
kes it likely , attewpts to mend them , and 
E 3 where 


Chap. 4. 


fron for his laſts, while your cares are to make 


dom be a 


good, 


0. 5. 
He can ſc 


publick 


. Chap. 4- The Hwbandwans 


where it is otherwiſe, mourns for, them ; he 
cames home oft with a fad heart, and \ wonder 
at the Patiencecf God, that lets men alone: 
and when he cannot bow the hearts of others, 
can break his own about it. As Lot:(good man) 
could vex his righteous ſoul, when he could 
not cure their unrighteous ones. Our Husband- 
man hath a publick Spirit , though he cannot 
be of pablick uſe 3 and where many have more 
power than will, which will make for their 
Judgment , he hath more will than power, 
which will make for his comfort, 


 Queti. But what Remedy ws there for thi 


Tuconrenience ? | 

: nſw. No help but his Prayers. It was the 
Character of a Biſpop,that he could not preach; 
but he could make Preachers by his liberl 
maintenance and education of perſons for that 
Calling, +..So though the Husbandman cannot 
preach, yet he can help to furniſh out Preachers 
by his Prayers. Epheſ. 6.19. And for me alſo, 
you muſt pray, thet utterance may be given uit0 


meBy his prayers both Magiſtrate and Mi-J 


niſter arc furthered in their Vocations 3 and hc 
vitits them twice a day at leaſt , and preſents 
them at the Throne of Grace, He ſees much 
amiſs every where, and though he be not 0 
conceited, -as to think ( were he in place) he 
could anicnd it, yet he refers it to God , and 
earneſtly preſſes him to mend it, And God wil 
do much at the requeſt of an upright Hus 
pandman,and when he hates the proud hypo 


 Erifics of formalifis, to this man he will look 
t6 


3 


Calling, Chap.q. 55 


tf fohim that is poor,and contrite,and that trem- 
Jef bles athis word, Iſai. 66. 2, 
ac : 
ers, fl _ - 
an) 
ud. | | 
nd- SECT. VI. '$, 6. 
not | 
10re 
Neie He Sixth Inconvenience of the Calling of 1x. ;. ,@ 
an Husbandman is, The infelicity of a ru= unhapyy ' 


ftick, unrefined breeding, and his inability to help in his 
tall bs children with any better.. Weare naturally —_— 
| like the wild Aſes Cold. * A Colt isa rude We, 

the creature, much more an Aſics Colt, and moſt * gah uns 
of all a wild Aſſes Colt. Education breaks us, 
Breeding and Behaviour do polliſh that rude 
mafs,in which man comes into the world. And 
35 in the Creation God did let in Light, and 
put beauty upon the Original Chaos, (o right 
breeding opens a caſcment into the mind, and 
lays, Let there be light, and there comes light 3 
lt there be ſhape,order and beauty,and behold 
| 1t comes accordingly. And this is a great mer- 
cy to thoſe that have it, and improve it; It 
pares off that roughneſs of dilpolition, and 
ruggedneſs of carriage 3 it moralizes, it civilt- 
zes, yea, it almoſt ſpiritualizes the party, that 
one can hardly diſcern where Nature leaves, 
and where Grace begins. 

Now the Husbandman ſeldom jmcets with 
this ingenuous breeding 3. in ſo much as in 2c- 
pet of underſtandin, he 1s rather ignorant 

E 4 chan 


Chap. 4. The Husbandmans 
than knowing, in wiſdom rather ſimple than | \ 

judicious, in his will rather ſurly than malle- |f s 

able, in his behaviour rather rude and homely Þ-c 

188 than ſmooth and politezIn Learning,the high- || r 
| elt degree he hath taken,is in writing and A- |þ | 
rithmetick 3 and by reaſon of his hand-work |} ( 

and {mall eſtate, he can ſeldom bring up his 
children further :” and no (ſmall pains he takes 


E., Altntiw 


Serranss 


to help his children to write and read, and 


was ſow. then puts them toa Trade, and ( itis good 


ing his 
Corn field 


when 


2. Cincine 


nar 


Mr. Dod's phraſe ) gives them each a Bible, aud 
God be with them. Not but that excellent parts 
are ſometimes found in perſons and children 
of this rank, and excellent Schollars have pro- 


brought - * ceeded hence, that have honoured every ot the 

Him _—_ . Liberal Arts and the more honourable imploy- 
| Diazror, ments, but the uſual genius and breeding of 

Nip: bare] the Husbandman is but ruſtick. = 

headed & | | 

open breaſted, and full of duſt, fo that he faid to him, Vela corp ut 

preferam Senatzs Agndata. Plin 1. 18, c:3. And the old Romans were 

often taken from the. Plough to Rule,and when they have done, they 

have returned to it again, Yea, it was obſerved, therc vas never 

greater plenty in Rome, than when there were Ploughs laureat, and 


Plowmen triumphant, 1d, 
FO ; 
. Queſt, If you ask what Remedy there for 
this Inconvenience ® © © | 
Anſw. IT anſwer, The wealthier ſort mui 
be adviſed, to accompliſh their children with 
better breeding z that being a portion as far be- 
yond riches , as the Soul 1s beyond the Body, 
as an entailed eſtate is beyond a few moveable 
2o0ds, They who read the Hiſtory of the 
E- Ie. Worthics 


Calling. 


pliſhment with award 7ntegrity. The leſs 
ſmooth and polliſht you are jn behaviour), the 
more fincere and plain be you in your heart. It 
was the Character of the Athenians, that they 
could ſpeak well, there was the Univerſity of 
Learning 3 but the Character of the Lacedemo- 
aians was,that they could do well. So though 
you cannot ſpeak eloquently, yet if you can 
walk uprightly and taiihfully, you will be 
Courtiers in Heayen at the laſt. Though you 
cannot read a letter in the book,yet if you can, 
by true Aſſurance, read your name in the Book 
of Life, your Scholarſhip will ſerve. Though 
you cannot couch your words in order to men, 
yet if you can ſay your errand unto God , he 
will accept you, If you cannot write a word, 
yet ſec you tranſcribe the fair Copy of a god- 
ly,righteous,and ſober life, and you have done 
well, Chriſt eſis was not Magiſter Scbole, 
ſedvite.And it you never get to be good Scho- 


lars, yet ſee you be good Chriſtians, and then 


you'l fit above your Landlords in Heaven, if 
they do not look about them. ok 

And thus you ſee the Inconveniences of the 

| -- - Husband- 


P 


Chap. 4. 57 


55 Chap.5. The Hasbandmans 
Husbandmans Calling,which Þ have deſcribed 
to be an allayy to ballait him, left he ſhould be 
proud of his Excellencies , and forget himſelf, 
left being ſo wellon earth he ſhould forget hea- 
ven and that by feeling the effe&s he may 
be ſcntible of the evil of our firſt Fall, and 
mourn for it, which hath made his labour 
painful, his gain doubtful, his tronbles great, 
and his ability (mall. And yetit he lift up tne 
Scalcs , he will perceive the comforts of his 
Calhng many, and the Inconveniences few j 
and that the Lord hath tempered his Cup with 
great wiſdom, and loving kindneſs, and lett 
the belt for him in the bottom. 


$202204$2$$$0 .4444$ 


$202445% 

SEPPESSEPPSE SS $$9065$0 230956 
”" CHAP. V. 
The Tem- | | Wh 
pration The Temptations of the Husbaud: 
Hutband. mar, and the Preſeruatives. 
mans Cais | 
— coy WE arc now arrived at the Fifth Head, 
MUCS, which1s to inquire into the Temptation. 


incident to this Calling. Paradiſe it (elf was 
not without them, and in every Calling he 
muſi.cxped& them. There are Temptations #0 
ſuffering,and Temptations to ſix ; the one men- 
tioned Fames 1.2, the other,ver.13. [t is cauſc 
of joy when we fall into temptations of ſaffer- 
ing, cſpcciglly for Chiift ; many account it all 
| I: joy 


Calling. Chap. Go | 
iy when they eſcape ſuch temptations, but we 
ſhould rather accountit all joy when we mcet 
withthem. It's cauſe of ſorrow when we arc 
tempted to fin,though we are apt to think our. 

{clycs made with ſuch temptations; And many 

of thele have invaded the harmleſs Calling of 
the Husbandman.But to be fore-warn'd is the 

way to be fore-arm'd;and though he be aſfaul- 

ted, yet he is not forſaken, He hath a Father 

that will zot lead him into temptation; which is 

not only his daily praycr,but his chiefcſ care 

That though his Mothers children have made 

him Keeper of the Vineyards, yet his own 
Vineyard may be kepr. | 


SECT. 4 " WR, 
THe Firk Temptation of the Husbandman Rarthly- 
L is, Earthly-mindedneſs; The Earth is his Tinded- 
Element, thercih is his buſineſs,and- there he is "0 
in danger to loſe his heart,as it is faid, Fobn y, 
31. He that is of the earth i earthly, aud feaketb 
of the earth. The Husbandman is ſprung as it 
were out of the earth, and the frame of his 
heart is prone to be carthly, and his words are 
much of the ſame ſubje&.As it is impoſſible to 
behold the Heavens above us with one cyc,and 
Earth under our feet with the other ſo itis a 
very hard buſineſs, to have thecye of the Soul 
upward, and the eye of the body downard at 
the ſame time, The Worlg looks little whea 
LES Do ; Bo ONCE 


Chap. 5. The Husbandmans + 
one 15 1n Heaven a great way off it ; but while j 
on it, it looks valt and great. On a mountain, q 
whole Fields at adiſtance look no bigger than ( 
alcat of this book ; but he that is at them finds 
them bigger. And a ſmall Hat held near our 
eye, will-hinder our fight of the Sun, more than 
a great Mountain at a diſtance. O Sirs, the iſ : 
Husbandrnan is near the Earth , and it looks 
ercat in his eye, and indangers to fill the heart 
and all3 it ſwallows up his heart,and devours 
his time,and dulls his fpirits he is ready to ac- 
count theſe things the greateſt things, becauſe ' 
they are next him, and he lives in them, and 
upon them 3 he looks on his money, and ſees If 
more beauty in it,than in the Sun that ſhines; 
and the face upon his filver, he thinks the 
beautitulleſt face in the world : the lowing of 
his Cattel, 1s better Muſick to him, than the It 
beſt Mufick, and a good Crop more welcome. 
(ſuppoſe hjm yet without an eye of Faith )than 
all the Promiſes in the Bible, P/al. 17.14. De- - 
liver me from men of this world , which bave \|r 
#heir portion in this life, and whoſe belly thou fil- * 
dejt with hidden treaſures, When the belly is full 
of the hid treaſures of the Earth , the heart is. 
often empty of the hidden treaſures of Hea- 
ven, Deicribed again, Phil. 3.19, Who mind 
earthly things, -To have carthly things is a 
mercy., but to mind earthly things is a curle. 
And this1s his temptation ; herein 1s his Cal- 
Ing, and herein is his temptation. You know, 
it is hard to touch pitch without defilement 5 
where both hands arc full, much adoe to _ 
a ine 
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+ | Callzng. Chap: 5. 
the heart empty,and eſpecially when riches in- 
Þ crcaſc,the heart is ſet on them. O whatecarnal 
delight hath a man of the world , to feehis 
ſtock of Cattel ftand and increaſe , when his 
helds are well grown,and his barns filled : the 
comforts of Heaven only excced it. Thou haſt 
put gladneſs into mine heart, more than when 
their corn and wine increaſed, Pſal.g.7. 
The choicelt of his thoughts are prone to be. 
ſpent on theſe things,and his Soul cleaveth to 
the duſt, Poor man! though he be never likely 
to have great things in the world, yet his head - 
is full of Proclamations ( as welay ) and his 
| | heart of diliraGtions, Much adoe to dwell on 
 Earth,and live 1n Heaven at the ſame time, or 
'. | for bim tohave che heart (et on the other 
world, that hath this world ſet in his heart. 
But that ] may not diſcover the diſeaſes of 
" Fickis Calling, without preſcribing ſome 7xre 
| thereof: I ſhall add to cach Temptation an 
| Antidote or two,if you will reſolve not only to 
JF approve them, but apply them. 
1H 31. OnePreſervgtive from this Temptation x, 
W will be, to confider the nature of your Souls , Prefervs- 
' locxcellent,that they are capable to know and ?ive- 
enjoy God himſzlf; they are company for an 
Angel, they arc nobly deſcended : Now to de- 
grade theſe,to bury them 1n a turrow, to make 
them Roop to the laviſh (ſervice of the world, 
5 unworthy and unreaſonable; Þ asif a man T Reb 
had golden Mills to grind nothing , but for n_— 1 
Horle-bread, with them. ]c's enough for the pans. 
Serpent to cat the duſt all his dayes, your ſouls genec. de 
arc created tor an higher end #, And Beget. 
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Chap.5. The Hiyzbandmans 
2. And then,confider the uncertainty of all 
theſe carthly things you ſet your hearts upon, 
Prov. 23.5. Witt thou ſet thine heart upon that 
which # not ? Mark,it's not werth looking at 
wuch leſs ſetting thy heart thereonſthat which 
# not] ; things that fade, are #ot, they have no 
beings worth ſpeaking of. And it follows. For 
riches certainly make themſelves wings , it no 
body ſteal them, or take them away, yet they 
make thetnſclves wings 3 eertaznly they will 
away.and flee; not only depart fairly,or run in 
haſte from you , but flee from youz and who 
would mind ſach fading traſh ? They will ting 
you a ſweet ſong , like the bird by your win- 
dow, but they are gonc,you have them nor ina 
Cage : ' And who. will fall in love with a Spar- 
Tow on the houſe top ? 

. Be often in the Scriptures: That's an 
Heavenly Book , and w1ll beſt cure an carthly 
heart. To converſe with the world, will make 
you worldly, but to converſe with God, will 
make you heavenly, Thete God will cell you 
the vanity and vexation, that isin a'l earthly 
things; there he will ſhew better things, yea, 
durable riches and righteouſneſs. The Devil 

' can ſhew you ona Mountain all the glory of 
the world , but on the Pzſgah of the Bzble, 
Eod can ſhew you all the Glory of Heaven : 
You can hardly come out of the Scriptures 
without adivine frame, if you will read them 


with all your heart. The Law of thy mouth 
1s better to me , than thouſands of Gold and 


Silycr. Two or three Scriptnm eft's daſht and 
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Calling. Chap. 5. 63 
diſgraced all the glory of the world , and the 
Ged of it alſo. | 

4. Beexerciſed oft in Meditation. As tillage 
changes the nature of ſome barren grounds, A Saint 
and makes them better 3 ſo Meditation chan- ſhould go 
ges the complexion of the foul , tinds it poor on 
and leavesit rich, lifts up the ſoul to converſe jjke one in 
with God, familiarizes the invifible things of a deep 
God to the ſoul, and makes a man at home in ſtudy. 
Heaven, and a firanger on Earth. He that will —__— 
think with all his heart on God, can think but ax-J:ars 
with half an heart on any thing in the world. quaſi men- 
When the foul hath been a while above, what's !# dittise 
a houſe or field in compariſon of God ? what's 
a Crown , ora World to him that fitteth on 
the Throne ? Whom have I ir Heaven but thee, 


Bord there's none 04 Earth TI 6an defire like thee, 


Plal. 73. 25, 


SECT. I. 6.4. 


all 3 Second Temptation of the FHus- ng, 
bandman is, Diſcontent. He hath di- © 

ers croſſes,and thele provoke him to murmure 

mainſt God. He hath but narrow comforts of 

lis life, and this occafions ſome grudgings at 
Sown condition, His ſhooe pincheth hum, 
ad he cannot hide it. Unleſs he be Maſter of 
ch Grace, he frets, he fumes, he thinks the 
rld is unequally divided ; he takes himſelf 
| forne- 


64 
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ſomething negte&ed, and injured; His houſe 
is ready to fall, his children want cloaths, his 


xent day.is near , and his money far off; his 
comforts are diſcomforts, his things are no- 


things , aud thus he grudges becauſe he is not 


ſatisfied ,* God himſelf can hardly pleaſe him; 


The Lord hath helped him in forty things, but 
he is in a ſtrait again; and now that is forgot- 


ten. God takes no care of poor men, his Lotis ff 


worlc than every ones; never had man ſucha 
life, would he were 1n his grave he ſhould then 
be quiet; and thus poor man he thinks he 


hath reaſon on his ſide, and that he hath cauſe 


to be angry. "EP 
And then, the injuries, calumnies and treſ(- 
paſſes he meets with from his unjuſt neigh- 
bours , theſe grate again upon his angry hu- 
mour, and intlame him again, never man had 
ſuch neighbours 3-one treſpaſſes on him on this 


fide, another ſucs him for treſpaſs on the other 


fide. A Thicf goes away with a Sheep or an 
Horſe this way, the Fowls aud Mice they pur- 


| loin away his corn another way, His Land- 


lord exacts upon him, cvery one wrongs him, 
and he muſt be a Stock or a Stoick that wetc 
inſcnſible. But theſe things meeting with a 
weak Chriſtian, weary with labour , tempt 
him ſometimes to ſay, My ſoul 3s weary of my 
Life] will peakin the bitterneſs of my ſoul, 
Feb 10.1. and alas! (o he does, if Grac 


prevent not : his wife ſhe ischidden, his-chil- 


dren beaten, his fervants turned out of doors 


his ncighbours reyiled;; and then after -all be 


Frets 


. ©, i 
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frets at himſel£grieves and mourns for his fol- 


© 1y,and opening his eyes,fees Gods hand'in all, 


and bleſſeth the Name of the Lord, 
Preſervatives againſt this Temptation to 
Diſcontent are, Diſcretion, Supplication, and 


| Confideration. 


I. Diſcretion, Moſt of your vexations are the 
effe& and conſequence of your indiſcretion 
hence many of your ſtraits come : had you 
ordered bufineſs wiſely, you had never been in 
them 3 hence many of your loſſes, many tref(= 
paſſes,and the vexationsfrom them have flow= 
&d ; and therefore you mutt ſtudy to be wiſe, 
Pſal. 115.5. A good man guides: his affairs 
with diſcretion, and fo comes to be able toſhew 
favour and lend, A wile man diſcerneth time 
and judgment , orders things in their ſeafon, 
and fo layes in little fuel for diſcontent 3. 
whereas the fooliſh man by his raſhnelſs leaps 
into troubles and liraits, and then fumes and 
roars like a wild Bull ina net, all che houſe 
cannot hold him. Anceſpecially young houſe= 
holders, that- have leapt into that condition 
hand over head,_erre herein 3 The rafhneſs of 
their youth layes up for the diſcontents. of 
their old age. And Parents are to blame here- 
in, that do not fill their children with advice, 
and all kind of wiſdom, before they lanch out 
into this ſea of worldly troubles :. They ſend 
them away with Portions and Eſtates, but 
how few are they that ſpend a day or an hour. 
in directing them with wiſe counlel, whereby 
they may live well here, and beitcr ———_ 

F : a 


Chap.5. The Hasbandmans 
Alittle wiſdom would prevent a great deal of 
Pifcontent. 

2. Sippiication,Beg, of God a meek ana qui- | 
et Spirit, which is of fo grcat price in.the tight 
of God , and watch aftcr your Prayers,not on- 
ly now the Lord aniwers,but how you cndea- ; 
vGAr : he that praycs againtit Diſcontent,binds ; 
hin.tclf to watch and Drive againfi it, or clle 

T 
a 
a 
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] 
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11is prayers arc fin, Beg an humble heart of 
God : the humble man is ſeldom diſcontent ; 
ne thinks the Ieatt of mercics 1s good enough 
to: the chict ot fiuners. Herxc's a poor houſe, 
couric tare, hard lodging, unkind uſage 5 but 
"cis god enough for mc: any thing that Sas 
batcd of hull 1s nicer courtchic : 1f I may have 
but bread tocat, and rayment to put on, it's 
tair for fuch a one as I. And then beg a morti-. 
hed heart tall that 1s in the world. When the 
cart is dead to the world , worldly troubles 
du not trouble him. When the Souldiers ſaw Þf - 
Chrift our Loxd was dead , thcy would not 


| wy I 
break his boncs. He that's dead to the world , " 
w1ll fave his bones whole; when crofles, ftraits F 
avd troubles come upon him, why,they return F 


ro God, faying. yondcr inan 15 dead alrcady to " 
the world, his heart 1s crucified to it, he feels i 
nothing, ſo as to be diſicmpered by it, When I}, 
they titip acad mcn,: they tiruggle not; you: 
may take all,thcy trouble not atit. O beg fuch Þ 
an heart, that Ged may do what he will with 
thec,that bi will may Ledone z and this prayer 
W1ll procuic pms: ce, and help again Dit- Þ ;; 


CONLENT. oh 
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Calling. Chap. 5. 
. Confideration 5 of the evil and folly of 
this Sin; It lirikes at the Soveraignty , Wif- 
dom, Power and Love of God, at one blow. 
Againſt his Soverazgnty , as it he rul'd not 
things well, or knew not what to do with his 
own. Hence this lin 1s call'd Rebellion, Nam, 
16.14.With 17.10. There Ged calls them Re- 
bclsz and why ? becaule, ſaid they, thou haſt 


not brought us into a land flowing with milk 


and honey, nor given us ittheritances of ticlds 
and vineyards. Thus thouſands in thcir hearts 
reproach God,and ſay, Alas!my lot 15 tallen ill, 
I have neither houſe, nor ground, nor clothes, 
asare fit tor me.” T ake hecd, go on no further 
in thy complaint 3 this 15 Rebellion. 

It wounds the I/:/dom of God, as if he knew 
not what to do for us and with us. We would 
abhor to fay this of God , but in etfeFt we pro- 
claim it by our Diſcontent. His wayes are 
{ometimes dark, but alwayes jſt; {ometimes 
mtricate, but alwayes wile. Naom: chought 
that ſhe and hers were quite undone; but even 
then, God was providing a ltay fot her in her 

old age. No, fayes the nuale-content,it things 
had ſorted to my mind, it had been tar better 
than it 153 asSit you ſhould fajy, It God had 
taken iy way, he had hit tt, 

Allo this puts a check upon the Fower of 
God : Can God give fleſh * Can he help me in 
thisor that tirait ? O ] am undone, ther- 15 no 
remedy: As it his wayes and his thoughts were 
lixe chin and mine, How ofthath he helpe 

tnec at a dead lite, w: ©1 the Leile Was £10 take, þ 
M x th 


68 Chap. 5. | 
thy Rent to pay,thy Children to diſpoſe? And 


The Busbandmans 


theretore why ſhould you fret or repine at the 
ſraits and crofles that do befal you, as though 
his hand were ſhortned,or his car heavy? Sure 
he that helps Kings, can help Husbandmen in 
their need, . 
And then it ſirikes at the love of God, No 
Father can be. ſo careful of the good of his 
Child, or Husband of his Wives happinels, as 
God 1s of each of you that belong to him. And 
why will ye bediſpleaſed at his proceedings 
towards.you ? Hear what he faith, Fer. 32.47. 
Tt will rejoyce over you to do you good , and will 


plant you inthis land aſſuredly, with my whole 


heart, and with my whole ſoul; as it heſhould 
ſay,l am glad in my heart, when I can have a 
fit opportunity to do you good, and ] do it 
with my whole heart and ſoul, Nay,ſayes the 
diſcontented man, things fall out with meto 
the worlſi,fpite it ſelf could not order worle for 
inez\uch unexpected, ſuch intollerable troubles 
and vexations, How doth this grieve Love it 
{clf, that is ordering every thing for thy good, 
and thou cryelt, All theſe things work again 
me, And here's the evil of it, 
 _ And thefolly alſo of Diſcontcnt is manitelt ; 
for it produces no good, and procures much e- 
. vil: no good comes of it-z I refer me to your 
Experience, whether ever your Diſcontent did 
mend the matter ? From the chief evil (Sm) 
no good can ceme. What folly is this, for a man 
to tret,and ftamp,and play the Bedlam,an hour 


Or two to no purpoſe? it matters nothing at n 
tho 
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the better. Nay,it procures much evil,diſkear- 
tens thy wife, diſcontents thy family, diſtem- 
pers thy ſelf, and wounds thy ſoul, and grieves 
away the good Spirit of God,and all to no pur- 
poſe. O conlider of theſe things, and never be 
diſcontented again. = 


SECT. IL | 0.3 


11 LE: Third Temptation of the Hus- Forgetting 


bandman is, Forgetting God, and de- God, and 
pending upon ſecond Cauſes, His Calling lying p—_— 
among the Creatures , at ſome diſtance from @,, #.,. 
God, he is prone by trading with things ſeen, oY 
to forget things unſeen; like a man in a Mill, 
cannot hear the voice of God, for the clacking 
and noiſe 1t makes. It is the peculiar happineſs 
of the Mineſter,that his very calling lies about 
God ,, he dwells at Court every day 3 heneeds 
do little elſe, but contemplate God, and per= 
{wade others to him. But the Husbandmans 
buſineſs lies much among the Creatures z he 
muſi ſtudy the Earth as well as the Heavens 
and you know,the hired Servants that are out 
n the field, may more eaſily forget their Lord, 
than they who wait on him in his chamber, 
There are many in the world, that have little 
ellcto do, but think of God and their Souls 
but the Husbandman he hath many things to 
: F 3 think 


Chap.5. The Husbandmans 

think on,'many things to care for beſides; and 
the Moon of the world doth interpoſe and 
hide from him the fight and beams of the Sun 
of Rightcouſuecls : : and becauſe God is out of 
tight, he is too much out of the mind of the 
Husbandman. If the year be truittul, he 1s ready 


ro give the honour tihereof to the goodnels of 


rhe ground, or to the Skiltul nusbaudry there- 
of It it be unfruittul,he is apc to conclude {uch 


and ſuch a thing was the cautc, not looking tg 


the Firſt Cauſe,the Mercy,or Juttice,or Provi- 
| dence of God , which doth order and govern 


thc growing > of every graſs pile, and the blaſt- 


ingot every lingle car of corn upon the earth; 

But none faith, where i5 God my Maker, who 
giveth Songs in the night? Fob 35.10. When 
the rain ditiils, and makes che ticlds to ſmile, 


how readily does the Husbandman cry out, 0 


the {wectnelſs of this rain ! but how unrcady 
is he to break ſorth and ſay , O the ſweetnels 
of that God that gives it ! And to help on this 
neglect of G4, moſt languages have made 
thoic words Imperſonsls ,» that fisnifies Rain, 
Snow, and the like, which muſt have no No- 
minative caſe ; It Rains,it Freezes, @c, 
as if men were loth to acknowledge God, 

thoſe peculiar works of his Providence. When 
this part of his ficld miſſcs, he is far proner tg 
take notice of the badnels of the Earth , than 
of the anger of Heaven, When his Cattc] mil: 
carty,his eye is quicker upon the improvidence 
of his Servants, than on the providence of his 
Maſics in Heaven, Bur none faith, where 13 


God 
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diſcern his finger, he 1s conſtrained next time 
n | to lay on his hazd, and awaken us to tcel and 
ot | (ce him. 

IC Thus the honour alſo which 1s due to God, 
ly | is offen laid at the teet of ſecond Caules, and 
of | men bleſs the hand that reaches , and not the 


e- | hand thatſends it. It Grace be not predomi- 


:h || naut in our Husbandmans heart, you ſhill more 
to | commonly hear hin , when he is reaping, iis 
1- | Corn, commend the goudneſi 08 his grownd, 
rm | thaa the guedreſs of his God, ita decliic to ns 
fit- Þ nctpbbours his own skill, with grear tro om 
1; || and rrequuncy , but ſpeak of Gods blliwug, 
ho | which was Allin All, {cldom, and witi nwctr 
en I firaituels., 


0 
Ol The Antidutes againſt this Temptation are. 
dy I. Aijuli Pcertwation of the Geucral Provi- 


els | dence,and particular influence of Goz,rhe Firlt 
his | Caule over all, and into all S:cond Caules z 
de ff hence they are called Sccond Cauſes, becauſe of 
in, || their relation and dependance on the Firti. Se 
0- || the Genealogy of Corn and Wane refolved in- 
Mc, of to God, Hof. 2.21,22. Hence forme of the very 
n Heathen, when chey went to plow in the morn=- 
cn I ig,chey laid one hand on thc Plonugb,(to ſpeak 
to | their own part, to paintulacis ) and held 
an I the other hand up to Ceres, their Goddeſs ot 
il- | Cor, to celtifi? their expectation of plenty 
ace f| trom her. {t 1s God alouec thar crowns the yer. 
his F with his Goodnefs, Pal. 65.11. He brinocth. 
e 15 l the wind out of his (real urs » he givern the 
C +: | former 


Chap. «5. 


God my Maker? And fo, becauſe we cannot 


- 
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former and latter rain in their ſeaſon 3 he caus 
ſeth his wind to blow , and the waters flow, 


. Pſal.147.16. Not adrop of rain,buthe makes 
and (ends it , and tells it where it ſhall fall. 


| 72 


draw by the curtain, and by faith you may fee 
Godin the thing, Dext, 11.15. Aud I will ſend 
graſi in thy fields for thy Cattel,that thou may- 
- eſt cat and be full. Does thy graſs grow well ? 
Goa from heaven ſent thee that graſs , Does 
it wither,parch and fail? God hath ſent for thy 
graſs away and that he never does without 
good reaſon : And therefore under the Law, 
£x0d. 23.16,19. God called for the firſt fruits 
of their land 3: partly to let them know who it 
was that gave them, and cnarges his people, 
 Dext.$.18. Bewareleſt thou ſay in thy beart, my 
power; aud the might of my hand bath gotten me 
#his wealth : butthou fyalst REMEMBER the 
LORD thy God : for it is he that giveth thee 
power to get wealth, - And all thy Endeavours 
without his Bleſſing are, as Ceſar ſaid of Sene- 
ca's writings, ' Arena fine calce, they fall aſun-' 
der. Look thou therefore at God in all things. 
The F7zgcr of God may. be ſeen by an eye of 
Faith:'thcre is no Event ſo great , nor any ſo 
{mali,bat the hand of Ged is in it. And O how 
canft thou forget God, when thou mayeſt hear 
from him,and ſte him every minute ? Though 
| You ſee not his face ,, yet you may difcern his 
toot-ſicps. . Go into the field, and he hath been 
therc 3 rctumn into thy houſe among thy chil- 


dren.and there hath he been before thee. wo 
| | | ' nay 


When the Sun ithines, or ſhowers fall , do but 
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may {| meet hum in every mercy , and feel him 
in every judgment. : 

As the Wife therefore 15 ſometimes angry 

with what the Servant is doing, till he tell her 
that his Maſter appointed him, then ſhe fayes 
no more:So when croſs accidents fret thee,and 
ſecond cauſes walk contrary to thee, remember 
the firſt Cauſe hath bidden them. and reſt con- 
tent. It the bottles of heaven be fiopped, knock 
at Gods door, and he will open them, Fer.14. 
22, Arc thereany among the vanities of the 
Gentiles, that can cauſexrain, or can the Hea- 
vens give ſhowers? Art zot thox he, O Lord 
our God £ Therefore we will wait upon thee, 
tor thou haſt made all theſe things. Three 
Keys the Jewiſh Rabbzzs often give him 3 the 
Key of the /omb, the Key of the Grave, and 
ya, Key of the Clouds; implying , that none 
but he can unlock theſe. 

Learn then to fee God, to ſeek God in all 
things. Satan cannot center into-an Hog with- 
out divine appointment. What can one think 
more caſual and independent on God, than the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans taking away Fob's Cat» 
tel !and yet he looks beyond them at God. The 
Lord hath taken away 5 and this contents him, 
This opens our mouths to praile him tor mer- | 


him in crofſes. I was dumb, [] opened not my 
mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. Look through all 
Greatures and Providences as chrough a Glaſs, 
and behold God diſpoſing thee and them with 


inhnice wiſdom 3 {o wilt thou meet God _ 
+ | "0 
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ſtep, and keep . correſpoadence with him; 


though mediately, all the day long. As it was 
with Sazl and his fellow travellers, .i&s 9.7, 
They all heard a voice, but none, fave Sas, 
ſaw jeſus Chriſt:So any man perceives the ex- 
ternal ſ{cnfible effects of providence, but it's the 
Chriſtian Husbandman, that ſees God in them, 
and adores him, Every Rivulet guides him up 
to the Fountain, and ſecing his works, he pre- 
{ently aſcends to the Workman, and finds his 
God in all things, and all things in his God, 


2. Alccond Antidote is, the contideracion 


of the folly and danger of depending on Se- 
cond Caules.Folly,tor nothing can move, much 


leſs help without God 3 a vain thing to liir the 


ballance of the Clock or Watch , except the 
ſpring and great wheel fiir, Al Creatures are 
but poor, little wheels, that can do-you no. good 
without the firit Cauſe. God mult fay the 
word ; if he hiſs to the Flies, they come amain 
and therefore loſe thy time no more in follicit- 
ing poor ſecond cauſes,or depending on them, 
but knock at the right door, and you will and 
God ſtill within, Some truſt in Chariots, and 
ſome in Horles , but we will remember the 
Name of the Lord ozr God. In vain is Salvation 
looked for from the hills , from Gud the Lord 
15 the ſalvation of his people. Make thy ground 
as good as thou canſt, but then truſt not in the 
goodneſs of thy ground, but in the goodnets of 
thy God for a plentiful crop ; Nox Soium, ſed 
Celum facit fructum, Tt's not the Earth, but 


.the Heaven that ſends the Corn, Manure and 


prune 


a, 
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prune thy Trees with all thy Art, but then 
depend on Gods bleſling for ſtore of fruit : for 
the Creature can do but what it's bidden, and 
therefore it's folly to depend thereon. 

And confider the danger allo; for when it's 
depended on,it is in danger of a blaſt, and you 
are in danger of a curſe, God will not give his 
Glory to another , nor ſuffer his Creatures to 
wear his Crown 3 and therefore he many times 
ſmites the Field, the Beaſt,the Horſe, whereon 
you depend too much, If you make but a 
Trench for water,and have no dependance on 
God, he takes it 11}, 1/2.22,11. Te make a ditch 
alſo, for the water of the old Pool ,, but ye 
have not looked to the Maker thereof, neither bad 
reſpect to him that faſhioned it loug ago. Hereby 
allo you invite a curſe upon your ſelves for 
God hath ſaid, Fer. 17.5. Curſed is the man 
that maketh fleſh bis arm, that truſteth in man, 
and whoſe heart departeth from the Lord. And 
x you run {uch an hazard by truſting in man, 
how will you eſcape for depending on any 
other inferiour creature, below God himſelf? 
Read and believe the whole truth of this, and 
nothing but rhe truth, Pſal. 144.10,12,13. 1t 
# be that giveth ſalvation unto Kings,-that 
maketh our Sons as Plants, —our Daughters 
35 Corner ones, our Garners tull, our 
Sheep fruittul, our Oxen ſtrong. Let the Hus= 
bandman theretore make God his friend , and 
then he is at league with the very ſtones of the 
held, and whatloever he doth ſhall proſper. - 
Be ſure that he be follicited every. day by 
prayer, 
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Superiors- 


" Chap. 2 __ ; a7 0p WOE 
prayer, and crowned with praiſes ; and then 


ſecond cauſes are thine own, Uſe means, but 
truſt not in them, 'Let not your Faith ſtifte 
your Induſfiry, nor your Indufiry blind your 
Faith. Let your hands be bufic in the ſecond 
cauſes, but let your heart be firſt on the Fir. 
Aud as the ſweet Pſalmiſt ad viſes, Pſal. 37.3, 
Truſt in the Lord and do govd : Ss ( mark $0 
and not otherwiſe) thou ſhalt dwell in the Land, 
end verily thou ſhalt be fed, 


— 


» GECT. Iv, 


. v.'T He Fourth Temptation of the Huf- 

bandman is, Envy at bis Superiours: 
And by this Temptation fell the ſecond Hul- 
bandman in the world» Abel fat above Cainin 
the favour and acceptation of God, Gez.4.4.5. 
and for this Cain was wroth , and his counte- 
Nance fell. 
His Brother, and examin'd himſelf, he cakes it 


illat God, and ill of his Brother, and is the 


death of himz as envy uſeth to purſue its ob- 
gedk to death,he kills him down right, becauſe 


he was exalted in Gods eſteem above him, 
And ever fince , the ſpirit that is in the Hus-' 


bandman is prone to luſt unto envy. His Land- 
lords temptation is to deſpiſe him, and his 
temptation js to envy his Landlord,” He ca 
—- — —_ ary 


He that ſhould have blett God for. 
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hardly come to Town, but he envies the eaſe 
of the Tradeſman : he can hardly fee the fine 
houſe of the Gentleman "his neighbour , nor 
the tine clothes of his Wife or Children, with- 
out an envious eye , nay, the painful life of his 
faithful Minittcr he 1s apt to envy, asifhe had 


a degree of caſe and honour above himſclf; 


yea, Except grace prevent and mortifie, there 
lies at his heart a perpetual grudge, and ſecret 
ſpite at all Magittrates, Miniſters, great and 
wealthy Men ,- all which he thinks do him 
wrong,becauſe he tweats,and they do not 3 he 
pays the money, and they receiveit; he gets 
itand they ſpend 1t, though moſt of it returns 
through his hands again. He knows n@ reaſon, 
why ſuch being made of the ſame mold, and 
perhaps born ot the ſame Stock with himſelf, 
ſhould live jn ſuch brave houſes ,, wear ſuch 
coltly apparel, and fare at ſuch an high rate ; 
when he hath his head full of cares, his bones 
full of pain, and hath hardly meat to cat, or. 
time toeat it ; when his Landlords Horſes lie 
ina finer houſe than he, and his meanett (er- 
vant wears a cloth beyond him, 

This Temptation meeting with a proud 
temper,doth much disfigure cur Hudbandman, 
and makts him ſpeak reproachtully and unad-' 
viſedly with his lips. This one fellow came 
!n to {ojourn , and he will needs be a Judge, 


faid they of Sodom to Lot the wealthy , Gen. 


19. 9, What are theſe idle Gentry good for ? 
Se their intollerable prideand height, What 
needs fuch decking of 2 walking Dunghill? 
worler 


WT 78 Chap. 6 he Husbandmavs. 


worſer clothes might (crve ;: Would they were 


tycd a while to our fare. Never good world 


| ſince there was ſuch a diltingion between 
Princes and Peaſants, between rich and poor: 
Nay,if their humour were not curb'd by grace 
within, or fear without, they would actually 
diſpoſſels their Superioursof their right , and 
deal as Abimelich by [ſaac, Gen. 26.15. Go from 
us (faycs he) for thou art much mightier than 
Wwe, 

The rich they are fick of their poor neigh- 
bours; and the poor are as fick of -their rich 
Superiours : and there is a levelling Principle 
in the hearts of common people , that can en- 
dure. noiSuperiour 3 as there is an ambitious 
one in Great ones to abide no equal. Nay, the 
Husbandman is apt to think that he hath Rea- 
{on on his fide, yea, and God Almighty allo, 
that God loves none that are richer than he; 
and becauſe he finds that the Goſpel hath in- 
cluacd the poor,he thinks to exclude the rich; 
and comforts himleli after all with this, that 
in Heaven he ſhall fit above them. if at leatt any 


ot them come there. Thus he pleaſes, but moft- | 


ly frets himſclt at the Grandeur of Superiours, 
and inſtead of chearing himſelf, he torments 
himſelf at the comforts of his betters, 

But doth he well this while? - 1s he indced 
in-the right ? And hath Providence done him 
wrong, or doth God throw down riches and 
greatneſs winking, and beftow honours at ad- 
ventures ? Nay , my Beloved , this is but his 
Temptation, The holy Husbandman will = 
yi 
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yicld to theſe thoughts , he is of another tem- 


per.But though this Cockatrice mult be eruſht, 
and Antidotes. fought againſt this malignant 


cn 

+, | hamour 5 yet I darc not plead for any of the 
oe | <x<cllive gallantry, or coſtly ſuperfluity, either 
ly in fare, building, or apparel, that is in uſe with 


4 | =1y > vor for anidle, unuſctullite, for any man 
or woman in the world, (Our Father Adam 


m 
i | bumlelt, it he were alive, would not defire it ) 

] may not ſpeak one word tor theſe 3 nay wo, 
\_ | wo to them, it poor men periſh tor want of 


4 | necetlaries, whale they ſwim in their ſupertui- 
ties,and relieve them not : Sadly and certain- 
ly ſhall they ruc ic, with the rich man in the 
Goſpel, if they make their Tenants groan by 
\. || the racking of their Rents, that they may ſing 
in the mulcitude of their trolicks. If their tits 
ting on your ſhoulders do not raiſe them nearer 
Heaven , but only ſqueeze down you to the 
carth, they will havea full cup of wrath made 
v ready for them in due time. But yet in the 
mean while, if ye will be Gods Husbanary, it 
ye will be Gods Balding , ye muſt not envy 
z. | them, no not at all. 


To Preſerve you then againfi this Tempta- 
(10N, 
4} 1 Study the real evils or troubles, as well as 
the ſeeming happineſs of your Superiours, You | 
\4 Nice their Glory , but alas you do not ſee their 
1. {ulzry 3 you envy the bravery of their Appa- 
it, but you would pity them if you knew the - 
Difcaſes and Diltempers' that are often under 
it 3 


Chap.5. The Hwzbandmans 
it z you ſee their ſtately houfes, but you ſee not 
the cares, the fears, the diſcontents that many 
times lodge within them ; you grudge at theit 
full Tables and delicate fare, but if you conſider 
the great reckoning they have to pay, you 
would pity them at yout heart. Their hazards, 
and troubles, and temptations at preſent, be- 
fides their danger to come, do far ſurpaſs their 
enjoyments , and do rather crave your com 
paltion than your emulation : For, 

I. They are in perpetual danger of falling 
from their height. If you ſaw a man advanced 
to the top of ſome high pinacle, and there ſha- 
king by every blaſt, would you not pity ſuch: 

man? Who would envy that mans adyance- 
' ment? Such is the condition of great men; 
they are higher than you , but then their ha- 
zard 15 greater,and their fall the fadder 3 every 
wind ſhakes them, and their fears drink up 
great deal of their joys : And then, 

2. Their troubles are proportionable to h 
their greatneſs; Y ou have {mall debts to pay, ; 
and they have great debts to pay , and findit n 
as hard to diſcharge them as you find yours; , 
and for one Husbandman, there are two or Þt 
three Gentlemen that dye in debt : You hare h 
croſſes in your Children : why , they hav: * 
greater : And the S##n and Moox in their hi: 
ditations, do ſometimes cclipſe one another | 
and cannot be fixt in the ſame firmament: | 
You have injurics offered you, and fo you arc ky 
drawn into ſuit; Alas! they are feldome ouy -- 
ef ſuit; You are provoked by evil word . 

noYy 
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now and then, they likewiſe have their af- 
fronts, that pierce them tar deeper than yours”. 
do. And then for health;tnat epitome of met<-' 
cy » you are indeed fometimes tick, als, they 
arc ſeldome well; ; they muſt eat: ad dritik by 
rule, and do find far. !1cfs {weetnels in their 
meat;and ſleep: than you do; and mult theſe 
be envycd ? And: then you mult niceds- jma- 
gine thcir cares do-exceed yours 3 'and cares;* 
you know, are the heavieſt of your load, and 
herein they do a5 much exceed you, as in "theit 


eltates 5 care toiget, care to keep their own;! 


care tO borrow,and care to Pay,care to get and 
keep their reputation, and houthold cares muff: 
needs be many. : 'and all thefe' cares-and'trou® 
bles.are herein heavier than yours, ifi-that they 
arc mare«unexpetted,and they are leſs prepar'd 
for them.z .and you know the more tender the' 
$kingthe deeper the iron enters thereinto. 

And 3. As their Troubles, fo'their Tempta- 
tions are Very great. A wile man would rot. 
taye their Eliaces a'ycar; for the Temptations 
they have in an hour. - The greater the Man, 
the greater is:his:Temptation. O:what tem< 


 ptations have they to Pride, to Fleſh-pleafi mg, 


to Covetouſne(s, to Atheifm / What fuc} do: 
their Eſtates. layiup/for theic 1ins ?: How hard 
sit to have fall barns, a vali Eltate, and that 
entail d , withouca Soul accalc? You little 
think what their danger 15, how readily a man 
torgets God, when he is full. 1 dare (ay, thou 
that envielt him , .wouldfi be worle than he, 
' it thou had'tt his Eltate. What a ftrong tempta= 
; G tion 
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tion 1s it to oppre(s,whena man knows he can 
do what he lift? The having of much, is a 


The Horbandmans | 


mighty incentive to hunger for more, So that 
every way thy Superiour is.ſuperiour to thee 
in temptations,and therefore his condition not 
to be cnvied. 

And then 4. If you hink of their fature 
hazard,you have ſmall need to envy them for 


it is.a thouſand to one, they mils of Heaven, 


and go to Hcllz and thercforcas the Soxldzer 
that was ſcntenc'd for fiealing Grapes, and rc- 
proach'd by his fellows for cating them fo bus 
lily , as he was going to execution, an{wer'd, 
Do you grudge me the Grapes that I muſt pay f 
 &ar for? So you have little reaſon to grudge 


them the Eſtates, for which they multi pay 
dear. This is the Portion of their Cup, if they 


be without Chriſt; And if thy Superiours be 
good men , thou ſhouldſt love and honour 
them, and neverenvy them. 

2. Study the Wiſdom and Word of Ged. As 
he may do wnat he will with his own, and 
thy eye hath no reaſon to be evil, becauſe his 1s 
gaod fo alittle modefiy would tell thee, that 
he hath wiſfddm-to know where to beſtow his 

gifts. Alas!for thy part;he ſees that thy neigh- 
——_ high Eſt,te , and thy high ſpirit would 
undo thee: :he knows what's fit for him,and he 
knows u hat's tit for thee: he knows a Com 
petence,and Heaven at theend of it, is enough 


for the, it thou be his Child : andit is to0 | 


much, it thou be his Enemy, He knows the 


better temper, and other uſcfulneſs he may - 
# 


jt 
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while thou haſt more than thou deſerveſt , 
what needſt thou care what God beſtows up- 
on others, | | 

And then it you will look into the Word of 


God, you will quickly ſee their end, f That F P173.18; 


they are ſet iu ſlippery places, that they are fat- 
ted for the ſlaughter, and who envies the ſtalled 


Oxe his large allowance ? * That thewpright * Pſ.49.14; 


fball bave dominion over them in the morning ; 


ft That they are brought into deſolation as in a { PL73.8e 


moment , and utterly conſumed with terrors; 


That their. xtmoſt beppineſi is but 2 dream 


That where the Scripture counteth * mea of * PI. 62: 


low degree vanity , ir determineth that men of 
bigh degree are a lye. And therefore in the name 
and words of the moſt High I admoniſh thee, 
Pſal.49.15. Be not thou afraid when one is made 
rich, - when the glory of his houſe is increaſed : 
For when he dieth he ſhall carry nothing away 5 
bis glory ſhall not deſcend after him, 

And thus you fee how much againſt Rea- _ 
fon, how much againſt Religion it 15, to have a 
rifing thought of envy agaiuſt your Superiors z 
which Confiderations may work with you, 
and Prayer joyned to them will work with 
God, to bring your fpirits level with your 
Eſiates , and rather to pity than envy that 
Crown , that's ſo garniſht with Pearls with- 
out, and lin'd with Tears withan, 
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| of, which ſhall not go without reward : and '_ 
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SECT. V. 


OE From Fifth Temptation of the Husband- 
n man is, Negligence and Deadneſs in boly 


Dwtzes. I ſay, this 1s tis Temptation » not that 


it is his uſual fin, if he fear God : for you ſhall 
moſt commonly at his door hear as grave, and 
{crious, and pathetical a Prayer, as at the Par- 
fons of the Pariſh; byt yer througn the mul- 
titude of his butineſs, and the wearinels of his 
ſpirits, he1s often ten-prcd to deaaneſs in the 
Scrvice of God in his Family,and in fecret,and 
fomcrimes to negle&k and pals it over. Alas, 
you can have of a man but his flrength 3 and 
that cre the Sun be ſer, is moti an cnd ipent 
and gone 5 fo that when he comes to Prayer, 
his heart is afſcep,and a lictle thing would hire 
him,it he durlt, to skip over that good work 


by which in very deed he gets and faves more, 


than by all his dayes work beſides, As when 
Mcſes ſpake of ſacrificing to God, Pharaob itil! 


ſpake of work to put them off : So when God 


calls to worſhip, the World calls to work, or 
the Fleſh tofleep. Orit the fear of God, ora 


contiant cuſtome do'engage him 1n his duty,he 


dreams through it, and is con ented that its 
over, though he have done nothing but dil- 


plcalcd God therein, It the day had been two 
b hours 


2 Calling. © Chap.5. 8g 
hours longer, he would have found firength to, - 
do more wetk ; but he hath no might for God 
or ability for hcavenly bufineſs. The Fiſh is 
ſcarce ever weary of ſwimming, , becauſe the 
watcr iS hex element 3 but on the dry ground 
ſhe is foon weary : S20ur poor Husbandinan 
hath ſirength for two days in the carth, which 
is his glement, bur hardly vivacity and ability 
for half an hour in the precious ſervice of his 
God : he is like a Bee that hath loſt her fling, 
dull and dronith ; Alas,he hath loſt his ſpirits, 
and hath nothing, but weary limbs, and a dead 
heart, to preſent to God. 
- And Soul-work never goes on, unleſs we 
have a mind to work : as thy, Nch 4.6. They 
bailt, Ec. for the people bad a mind to work, Q' 
when a man hungers for prayer time more 
than meal-time : when all bulincflzs are dry, 
and all Companies taſic of the Cask but Gods 3 
when a man can (ee more glory and beauty in 
one verſc of the 3ible than in all the Corn in 
his held , when the Soul doth really haſten 
through all other buſineſs, and cry, O when 


il ſrall 1 come and appear before God ! then the 


work of God and the Soul goes on 3 then du- 
ties of worſhip are welcome to him, and well 


done by him, 


And thus it is with our ſerious Husband- 
man, that uſes the world that he may enjuy 
God, and not the contrary, that rids his work 
that he may go to prayer. and rids not prayer' 
out of the way, that he may go to work- But 
aas,all Husbandmzn are not of this mole, hap- 

| G 3 Wy 
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2 Writ of caſe to go to bed, and let them pray 
that have nothing elſe to do, And though they 
are ({cldom fo weary,but they will think upon 
their bodies, and take their (uppers with them, 
ere they go to reſt, yet they dare venture to for. 
ect their ſouls,and lical to bed without a bleſ 
figs. | 
And fo in the moraing.the world calls on (0 
hard,that prayer is acgle&ed in the morning; 
& at night the fleſh cals for eaſe,ſo that praycr 
15 neglected at evening:or if ſomething be done 
that way by reaſon of cuſtom or conviction, 
alas the. wite (he 15{leeping in one corner , the 
child in another, the ſervant in a third 3 when 
they ſhould all of them be wreſtling might and 
main with God for mercy for their ſouls. 
And then, when the Sabbath comes, the poor 
Husbandman lies under great temptations, to 
Tuake ita Play-day for his body , and yetno 
iYVork-day for his foul, He that can riſe carly 
every morning , takes his cafe that morning, 
and che Bells do hardly raiſe him up; And then 
in the Aﬀembly,the caker is his ſcat, the readi- 
er is he to ſicep, while his weightieſt affair is1n 
Hand ; Or it the Church be far, or the weather 
frown, or his finger ake, a ſmall matter ſhall 
keep himat home 3 though perhaps (as it was 
the caſe of Thomas the Apoſtle ) that very day 
he might have ſeen Feſus Chriſt to his cternal 
comtort. | 
And here is the Husbandmans Temptation, 
E -- >> Wegligens 


py they for ever, if they were. Abundance of 
them think, when they have ſupped they have 
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Negligence and Deadnefs in holy Du ties.” But 
' what Preſervative can we preſcribe againſt this 


temptation ? Theſe two at _— i. More 
Zeal. 2. Leſs Labour. 

I, 'More Zeal. Zeal is Religion boyling hot. 
And a warm heat in a weary body will be 
ative, Zeal revives the languiſhing ſpirits, in- 
tulcs new ſpirits, makes a man all ſpirit for the 


time, This in a falſe Religion will raiſe a man 


to his Oriſons at Midnight, ſend him ſome 
hundreds of miles on Pilgrimage , make him 
(weep the Church with the hair of his head, 
lame his knees with prayers, and blind his cycs 
with tears. In the true Religion this works 
more languidly, it's true, ( men ſwim faſter 
down than up the ſtrcam)but more regularly, 
and doth animate a gracious heart wonderfully 
in the ways of God; makes the lame man to lea 
4 an Hart, and the tongue of the dumb to ſing. 
The godly Husbandman remembers,that his 
chiefeſt buſineſs every day is with God,and the 
hardeſt of his work is on his knees;and ſo buc- 
kles to it, and is in good earneſt, and ſweats 
even at his eycs, The more zcal,the more for- 
ward to what is good, and the more unweari- 
ed in it. And itis good to be alwayes zealouſly 
affcQed in a good matter, Gal. 4.18. The ſer- 
vice of God is the belt matter in the world, 
and it is not enough to be well affected to it, 
but to be zealowfly atfeed in it. The wiſe Hus- 


.bandman conſiders, that in all likelihood the 


load of his whole dayes work will be thrown 
off at night,except prayer do bind it on; that 
G 4 he 
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he cannot be a gainer,*if his ſul loſs its ſpiri- 
rual life and firength 3 he knows if he leave off 
his meals, he muſt go with thin fides ; and if he 
omit his prayers, he muſt go with a thin foul. 
Alas, what will you be the better to pay your 
Rent,and to run in arrcar with God ? to keep 
your time with your Landlord,and break time 
with God, your Landlords Landlord? What 
good can your meat, .or clothes, or efiate do 
you, 1t it benot bleſi by prayer ? or how can 
God and you be fricnds, if you keep not corre- 
ſpondence?canuot he,yea, will not he make thee 
amends by the years cnd, for au hour in a day 
ſpent with him? Alas, yau may get morein 
| hall an huvs by prayer, Plalms,reading, to wit, 
Something [om- graius of irue grace,than by your hardelli 
warm ina wOrking all your lives, yca,than all the world 
morn'®2 13S worti;z and why then will you ſtand {o with 
_— God for a little time? He that gives you all, 
peck 3 Will vou ftand with him for an inch? If your 
wholſ-:zc. fervantfhould tcll you, when he hath neglea- 
SO4 Warn ed a buſincl(s of concernment, he could not help 
Prayer IN; {or he had buline(s of his own , would it 


Ing is very pleaie you? ſo neither willit pleaſe God when 


wholſome you omit prayer, &c, that you had other buk- 
for tus neſs, and could not heed it. The very Twrks, 


—_— though they make their ſlaves work hard, yet 


MOCKs 


-afford them time for food and reſt, will you 
deal worle with your foul, than with a Gally 
fl2ve?Hath not God ſaid,Pſal,127.2, It is vain 
Jor you to riſe up early, to ſit up late, to eat the 
bread of ſorrows,except the Lord give his bleſſing; 
and how is that obtain'd but by prayer, a cog* 
be S 6 7 TITS Age 


Calling. Chap. 5. 
ſtant blefling,but by conſtant prayer? Alas,one 
miſchance may, half undo theezand were it not 
belt then to keep in with that God, that hath 
all creatures and caſualties in his hand ? You 


have heard of that religicus Gentlema#u' . con 7. Byr. 
cerning whom the Witch his Neighbour made Lane, 


this confellion at her death, That ſhe had wait- 


ed {cven whole years to do him a miſchicf, but 


his conſtant Prayers had fiill diſappornted her; 
until one Morning , that haſte of buſineſs had 
carried him from home without prayer in his 
Family,and before his return ſhe had bewitch- 
ed four or five of his children. Miracle of mer- 
cy,and nothing elſe!that God: hath ſpared thee, 
whoſe negleGs in that kind have been many, 
What if Satan had been permitted to do fo by 


thee? how many Prayers might it have coſt 


thee for deliverance 7 And is it not more com- 
fortable to ſpend thoſe Prayers for preventing 
eyil, than for removing it ? Is not that Prayer 
better ſpent that God commands, than that 


which Six procures £ Nay think, when you are 


tempted to neglect the ſervice of God in your 
Families ur otherwiſe, what an honour and ads 
vantage it is that you may thus approach God. 

It the King ſhould but give you liberty to 
come twice or thrice a day into his preſence, 
and there tell your whole coſe, and lay out all 


| your wants,and promiſe a real anſwer to your 
"requeſts, how hard or many ſoever : O how 


proud would you'be of ſuch a priviledge, and 


{tldom would you miſs your time, you would 


bnd ſomething ox othex wantiog for your 
(clvcs 


/ 
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ſelves or friends, and duly improve it, Hay 
much is your priviledge greater, that may 
come two or three times a day into the prc- 
ſence of the Ring of Kings,and be heard about 
che great things of eternal life ? O never fail 
your attendance 3 open your mouth wide,and 
he will fall it. 

And then get more Zeal, that will heal you 
of your deedzefi in holy duties. Think ſeriouſly, 
whom am [ before? My Maker and Redecmer. 
And what am ] about? Theeternal ſalvation 
of my ſoul and body: And whither am I go- 
ing ? Into that world of fouls and fpirits, that 
endleſs ſtate, whence | muſt never return. And 
arc theſc things to be trifled in? Are men aſleep 
when they are begging for their lives? in 
dream, when their Caulc 15 trying? O remem- 
ber, itis the effcctual fervent prayer of a righ- 
tcous man, that availeth much, Though he bea 
righteous man, yet except he put fervency into 
his prayer.,it prevaileth little:Frozen ſuits meet 
with cold anſwers from God. Put therefor: 
Fire into thy Sacrifice,and then it will aſcend, 
Conſider that the Lord thy God is to be loved 
#:id ſerved with all the ſoul, aud might, ani 
ftrength ; and that he hath acurſe, and not 
bluſing,for the deceiver, that hath in his flock 
a Male, and yoweth and facrificeth to Goda 
corrupt thing, Mal. 1.14. Nay, ſayes Goa,1 
could ſce you earncſi enough in the ticld, buic 
in the houſe, butic in the barn, bulie every 
where, and idle and cold only when you come 
Fo me 3 you have 1n your flock a male, _____ 
£nNmR 
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think any frame , any thing will ſerve me; [ 
have no bleſling for ſuch as you. He that wre- 
files with me ſhall prevail 3 he that takes pains 
ſhall have the Garland , and no' man muſt be 
crowned except he ftrive, and ftrive lawtally, 
He that hath Zeal ſirives. | 

2. To prevent Deadnelſs or Negligence in 
holy Duties, Toz muſt not overtoyl your ſelves. 
[mmoderate labour may be finful , as well as 
immoderate meat and drink. Thenit is immo- 
derate, x. When it 15 not contiftent with the 
ſtrength of thy body, God requires from no 
man more than he hath given him 3 he deth 
not allow a man a weak body, and exact from 
hum ſtrong labour 3 this were to require Brick, 
and deny Straw. When therefore thy pains in 
thy Calling doth quice diſ-ſpirit or ditiemper 
thy body, then it grows immoderate 3 and for 
a poor accident thou hazardeft the ſubſtance. 
2, Thy labour then is immodezate, when it is 


- not conſiſtent with the duties of Religion : 


when fecret or family Praycr muſt ſtand or 
fall,at the courtcke of thy labour and bulinels:; 
whenthy ſpirits are exhauſted, and thy ſtrength 
ſo ſpent,that when Duties ſhould be done, thy 
heart, like Naba['s,ts dead as a ſtone, thy body 
worn out, and good for nothing but the bed ; 
then your labour becomes immoderate : and 
neither will it advantage thy eftate, nor thy 


dead duties advantage thy Soul , and (o thou _ - 


makeſt a fair bargain. For it is certain, that 
what a man gets by immodcrate cares and la- 


bour, does him no more good, than what he 
=» | gets 
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gets by theft or oppreſſion, Hab.z 13. The peo 
ple weary themſelves in the very fire, and that for 
very vanity. What a piece of folly is this ? to 
wcary a mans felt, and thatin the very tire, 
broyling in the world,and all this for very va- 
nity,a poor recompence. Day-labouzers are to 
be piticd, and the Lord no doubt pities them, 
and cakes up with a lefler rent of ſ{crvice from 
them than from their Maltersz yet even they 
mult xemembcr,thai they have fouls as well as 
bodies 3 that they have a Matter in Heaven, as 
well as a Matter upon Earth 3 that a Living 
mult be gotten for hereatter, as well as at pre- 
fcnt ; and thcy ought ( as Tertallizn faith of 
eating j{o to work,as that they remember, they 
muli to prayer before they go to bed :; leſt this 
riſe up againli them, that they were carcful to 
take {ome warm thing in the morning for their 
bodies, before they went to work, and neglec- 
cd a warm Prayer or Chapter,that were much 
more wholfom for their ſouls. You thould ar- 
gue, if I have taken all this pains all day for a 
little 2zoney , ſhall T not {irain one finew for a 
little graceat night? It I have tired my legs 
about the earth, ſhall I not wear my knees to 
ect to Heaven? If ] have wearied my armes to 
pet a living here, ſhall ] not ſtretch out my 
bands to get a Crown hereafter? And let all re- 
ſolve that the Husbandman muſi give place to 
the Chrifiian, the Plough muſt fubmir to the 
Praycr,and your earthly Yocatzon to your hea- 
venly Calling, 5 


SECT, 


'._ Calling. 


<O— 
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by SECT. vi; 6.6 


m NY 1. TH e Sixth Temptation of the Husband «41 HE” 
man is, Vucharitableneſs and Niggard- tableneſs 


: lineſs. He can hardly part with that which he and Nig, 
2x bath ſo hardly gottcn. That which he hath g4rvlincire 
jo || goteen with the drops of his ſweat, the is like 

-. | topart with as the drops of his 40d, x Sarm, 


f £2511 .S hall T then take my bread, and my water, 
y £4 fleſh and give it unto men, whom I 
know 208 whence they be ? (aid that rich Chub. 
N4bal. So the Husbandman, Mutt I take pains 
for wealch , and pgiveit away when I have 
don? Let all that will cat labour as well as I 3 
and here with he turns off the fitteſt objects of 
charity that are, and rcfolves that every man | | 
mutt be tor hini{clt, and {fo will he. H#c argues, / 
thac no body gives him, and therefore he will | 
give to none. But though this be his tempta- 
tion, yet | do not afl-rt that Husbandmen are 
gencrally conquer'd by it; tor. according to the: 
proportion uf i415 cttate,he exceeds tor the moſt 
Part the Gentry round. about him cs The poor » 
| Criple at his duor , ſhill have a largeria/ms to 
[bis powcr,l am ſure a quicker diſpatch, than at 
| ſthegriear pair of Garcs clote by him.z; And in 
publick Collections tor charitable.'tiles , the 
poor Husbandmans Pure is; ready, with his 
Cs Mite, 
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Mite, when his Landlord was not at Church 


that day. Neither do I afhrm, that cvcry one 


that asks isa fit obje& for the charity of our 
_ Husbandman, (cſpecially if our Laws for fct-. 


ting the poor on work were put inexecution ) 


no, ſome luſty Beggars he entertains with a - 


charitable Exhortation to honeſt labour , and 
tells them the benefir and comfort that he 
finds by it 3 and ſometimes ſets them on work 
upontryal : but becauſe he conſiders, that it's 
ſafcr to relieve nine necdlefs Beggars, thanto 
turn away one needy one, therefore he ſtrains 
himſclf to help the moſt that cry for it,and re- 
ters himſelf to the Lord his God for recom- 
pence. But yet he hath much adoe with his 
heart herein, Fleſo and Blood looks thrice upon 
his money , ere the Spzrit aud Grace can once 
part with it, Jt puts all the Faith hehath to 
the utmoſi, to give to ſirangers, when perhaps 
his own children are unprovided for ; and to 
relieve others, that muſt come (it twoor thtce 
| _ years meet with him) to be relieved him- 
ielf, | 
'Butif hehathno Faith, but an carthly ſc 
faſh temper inſtead of it, the poor have cold en- 
tertainment at his door. Hethinks it enough 
for him to be juſt, to pay every man his owa» 
Tet others be charitable that have greater E- 
ates. He muſt pay Taxes to the King, he muſt 
Pay Rents to his Landlord, he muſt pay Dews 
tothe Church, and then to the poor of his Fx 


rifh, and by this time he is drained, and can do ff | 


 nemore. And itis (to ſay the truth) a _ 
tavi 
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table thing , that ſo many wandring Beggars 
are ſuffered to be unimployed 3 and yer more, 
that the burden falls upon the poor Husband- 
E man; for his Landlord lives in the City, and 
viſits his Hall only twice a year, and the poor 
ze little the better for that 3 yea, ſometimes 
their unconſcionable Rents make the Begoars, 
ind then the Husbandman is forc'd to keep 
them. 
But yet ſome Preſerv4tives muſt be laid 
o ſbcfore the Husbandman agamft this Tempta» 
ns tion. 
-- | 3. You muſt conſider that youare but Srem- 
2» -rdsof your Eftate. The Proprzety is Gods, the 
is M?oſefion and uſe only yours. And fo what you 
on Meive 15 of Gods flock in your hands; and what 
ce ned you be niggardly of anothers ſtock? As 
to Wong as your Alms and Expences will paſs in 
ps your accounts, it 15 nothing at all to you, how 
to hc will have ic diſpos'd : The forgetfulneſs of 
tee this makes men ſo cloſe handed. They take all 
m»> they have to be their own : So Nabal, Shall I 
 [ivemy bread and my ficih'? So the worldling 
ſl Fries, This is my houſe, my comm, my bread,and 
en- dis locks up his hand : whereas when thou 
ook't on thy houleſay, This is the Lords,who. 
ves me houfe-room on charity,and therefore 
ny Gueſt he ſends muſt be welcome: this 
orn is Gods, and ſo is this Bread, I have bat 
te diſpoſing of itz and ſo if he orderictoa. 
eggar,T will freely part with it, for it is none 
| mine, but Gods. | | 
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If ſome great man give you- an Eftate af 
twenty pounds a year freely, only he laye; 
twenty ſhillings, Rent-charge upon it : Were 
not you unworthy , to deny or to grudge the 
payment of this Rent-charge? Why, this is the 
caſe, It is the Lord only that hath givenyuſ 
an Efiate; charitable relief of ſuch as arc in 
want,is the Lords Rent-charge, which he hath 
laid upon it 3 and therefore grudge not to pa 
it, leti he re-enter, and ſeize the whole. 

And eſpecially conſidering. that he hath 
charged thee herein, according to thy ability; 
not as carthly Landlords; that lay fometimy: 
great Rent on a {mall Living 3 he would only 
have thee to ſuit thy clarity to thy ability. 0 
but lama very pc2r man, and can hardly ſub- 
fit . Anſw.Art thou poorer than that widow?! 
Mark 12.42.She had not mych,and Chriſt cx: 
| pedcd nor much from her 3 two Mites. thall 
+ ſerve thy. turn,if thou haſt but little. And-our 
= - Lord Jeſus himſelf was low in Stock, when he 
| was put to a Miracle for money to pay-his 
1% Tax. and. yet (faith the Text) he had « Pwiſelſ © 
+ for the poor, Joh. 13.29. Think of this, when 
| thou haſt much ado to pay thy Renc, or topa 

| thy Tax ,, and grudge not ſomething to the 
hungry and naked , ſecing thy Saviour hadif 
puric for the poor,though he ſomecrimes want: 
I; cd money to pay his Tax. 
W. ' 2. You mutt believe chat giving will make ” 
i = you rich. Well-ordered charity makes: no mal 

| poor. The way to have full barns, is to have L 
fee bands, To this both God and Man beat ” 
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"| witneſs 3 Iſt. 52.78. The iiftruments of the 
6. Churl are evil, that is, he who maketh empry 


th the ſoul of the hungry, verſ(, 6, But the liberal 
| deviſeth liberal things, and by liberal 


” | things ſhall be ſtand. Kedeviſeth how he may 
" do good,and where, and when he lyes in his 
ath bed contriving how he may do poor men 


| g20d in the beſt manner'; 1, ſay you, fo he 
PI) may quickly deviſe away all that ere he hath. 
Nay , faith the holy Ghoſt, by liberal things 


ay hall he and: Piety, Equity, and Charity, arc 
ho ; the belt pillars in any mans houſe. None more 
nh punQtually payes his debts than God; now he 


0 | frat giverh to the poot , Icrideth to the Lord, 
+». | and the Lord he will pay it him again ,: Prov. 
19,17. There is his Bond. Though all be his, 
yet he will accept of it as lent. Think, when 
Fall the poor crave, Gd hath fent them co borrow 
for hiny,, who will not take 1t Kindly to be de> 
nied. It's rrue, it feems Joſt, and you think it's 
his | 45 890d to caft it down the River, as give it to 
wr them, O no,itis not loſt, it's book't in heaven, 
+... | and thall be paid on earth. Caſt thy bread on 
the waters,and it ſhall return after many days, 
the} £4. 11 1, mott commonly in this life, but the | 
longer it's unpaid, the greater will the ſum be 
| it laſt. The man is yer unborn, that hath loft 
any thing by God. If you can but truli him, - 
you may gain {uthciently by him, _ 
 Andto this, do ul good men ſet their Seal; 
| That the charitable hand i> bleffed of the 
Lord , and he that loves to give , ſeldomis ii 
ted ro receive, Alas,' God doth litrle leſs than 
H miracles,” 
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miracles,inthe Husbandmans houſe eyery day, 
So much rent to pay , ſo many Children to 
maintain, fo many payments without any 
breathing time ; and yet he lives,and is cheer- 
ful, and tor the moſt part dies leſs in debt than 
his Landlord, Whence comes this! but from 
the wonderful Providence and Blefling of God, 
Aman would wonder whence every peny and 


peny worth comes, that he gives, and fpetids, 


and payes ; why the Scripture will tell you, 
He that watereth ſhall be watered alſo bimſelf. 


 Sirs, charity is good husbandry, for it brings a 
certain and plentiful harveſt, Let the man 


come. forth , that can ſay he ever was loſer by 
Chrift at the long run, If every bit of bread, 
nay, if every cup of cold water, nay, if every 
cheerful word, nay,if every charitable thought, 
be not now or ſhurtly rewarded,then murmure 
and hold your hand , but till then, open your 
purſe, open your hands, open your hearts, and 
hide not yourſclt from your own ficth. 


- > > —<—————— — um ——— — — —— _ 


SECT. VII. 


V II. g*He Seventh Temptation of the Hul- 

| TRES is, Diſftrading Care. He 
hath fo much todo, and (vo little to do it on, 
much brick.to wake, and little traw to make 
it with, that he 1s apt to be over: full of cares. 
What ſhall we eat ? and what ſhall we drink ? 


aud wherewithall ſhall we bs cloathed ? _ 
| tk 
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tha and he ate ſick of the ſame diſeaſe,to whom 


Chriſt thus, Lake 10.40, Marths, Martha;tbox Aoguariy: 


art careful and troubled about 4-0 things. Thy 
care;divides thy heart, it divides it from me, it 


| divides it from its ſclf.it 15 a care that troubli 
thee, and that's naught. 


There 1s a care of the head,a care of provi- 
dence, Prev.31.16. That's commendable, 
There: i 154 care of the hind,a care of diligence, 
Prov.21.5. That's profitable. Anda care of the. 
heart,a care of diffidence, Ph31.4.6. That's abo- 
minable ; Much of this care moletis our Hus= 
bandman : many cares.about his houſe, many 
about his ground , care fills his heart in Seed 
time , care over fills it in harvcſt: but whem 
his Rent day approaches , his cares preſs him 
down, care {ometimes to borrow it, and then 
care fo repay it. Theſe invade him in the wor- 
ſhip of God, and make long Parentheſes in his 
Prayers 3 thefe wait upen him to his bed, and 
ſometimes trouble him in it 3 and theſe vifie 
him next his heart in the morning; When he 
ſhould be full of the thoughts of heaven, theſe 


fill him with thoughts of the earth, + and the + m2- 


body robs the ſoul of the cares that are nced- 


ful for it ; as how it ſhould be fed, wherewith nt hee” 
it ſhould be cloathed,or how its deadly wounds up of tha 
ſhall be healed : how ſeldom do theſe break —_ a» 


his ſleep ! When the Husbandman is reading, I 


or at prayer, and running quite towards hea- 


ven, theſe like a rubb to the Bowl, make him 
fall ſhort of his Mark. O, ayes he, it this rent 


| Were paid, or it [had no reut at all topay, 
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Chap. 6 be Husbandmans 
how freely and chearfully could I ſcrve God, 
and take care about my ſoul ! but this world, 


this world takes me off z and whatſoever my 
ſoul doth, rent muſt be paid, and care muſt be 


taken: As if he ſhould fay,If I were a Gextle-- 


man, I would be a Chriftian;, I would take 
care of my ſoul, if I had nothing clfe to do. 
It's true, care muſt be taken how to live in 
the world, but not diſiracting care, not exclu- 
ding care, not unſcaſonable care. not immode- 
rate carc, not diſtruſiful care. Not diftrading; 
when the mind 1s drawn this way , and then 
drawn that way , hurried uncomfortably and 
indifpofed co any good. Not excluding care, 
whereby the thoughts and cares of heaven 
are ſhut our, For (as areverend Divine fayes) 
either men mui uſe the world as if they ufed 
it not , or they will ſerve the Lord as if they 
ſerved himnot. If thou haſt need to:-pay man 
his due, ſure much more care is to be taken to 
pay unto God his due ; if care how to live 
thirty or forty years, much more to live forty 
thouſand years: If you muſi take care to e- 
ſcape the priſon , much more to eſcape hell. 
Again, it muſt not be #»/eaſonasble care z when 


the body fhould be retreſhed by meat or fleep, 


( for it #4-comely and good for one 40 eat, and#o 
arink,, and to enjoy the good of all bis labour ) 


© nor. when: the ſoul ſhould be refreſhed with 
©. the Ordinances of God, for one thing is nced- 


ful, to wit, that better part. Not immoderate 
care, whereby the body is diſiempered, or the 


ful: unfitted: for the comfortable diſcharge of 
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your heavenly or earthly Callings: Nor laſtly, 
diſtruſifl caxe , when you truſt too much in 
your own underſtanding, and too little in the 
Wiſdom and Providence of God. - 

And this Temptation is ſo mach the ſixon- 
ger, in that it carries ſo fair a pretence, and is 
really ſpent about honett and lawful things; 
for about lawful things we moſt often milsit, 
and endanger our ſouls where thexe ſeems leaf 
danger at all. More men (you know} dye by 
meat,than by poyion. As that great Politiciar 
uſed to pray,that God would deliver him from 
his friends; for he ſhould take care himſelf to 
avoid his enemies ; So we have great necd to 
be carcful about lawful things, for leſs care will 
fave us harmleſs from things plainly -evil. And 
fo we (ball proceed to lay down ſome effec ual 
Preſervatives againtt this Temptation of di- 
liracting care: Namely, 

i, Learn to caſt your care upon God, 1 Pet, 
5.7. Caſting all your care upon him, for he ceretb 
for yow. A mott rare DNuty, and a moſt excellent 
Promiſe, Caſt,not only put or lay it on, an part, 
orat leiſure , but calt it wholly and ſpeedily. 
Caſt what ? why, por care, your difixaing 
care, ſo the word ſignifies; your neceſſary 
cares you mult grapple with as well as you 
an; but when they fqueeze, torment,divide, - 
diltxa& the heart , then caſt them away 3 and 
not one or two of them, but Al your care. In 
ix troubles and in ſeven go the ſame way , 
knock at the ſame door, throw them on the 
lame ſhoulder ; where's that ? Vpors bim 3 one 
H 3 able 
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able to bear, and order them all, and not only 
able,but very willing, For be tareth for you : It 
is his buſineſs tocare for you-3-his bufineſs and 
detign 15 to order all things for your eternal 
good. What nceds the Child torture himſelf 
about a buſine(s, when the Father, that is wilc 
and loving , ſends him word that he will take 
care thereof I Sayes God, Let preſent duty be 
your care, and futureevents ſhall be mine ; if 
you will truſt me, I will oxder it. well for 
os: -. 

How can you pretend to trufi him for the 
things of another life, that you never ſaw, i 
you cannot truit him for the things of this like, 
wherein you have ſeem his Providence over 
and over? Learn then to uſe a moderate care 
about youraffairsz but when your cares op- 
preſs and diſturb the quict of your heart, bring 
faith to ſuch promiſes, as Rom, $. 28. Heb, 13. 
'S. Pſal. $4. 11. and reſt thereby upon them, 
*quictly expeQing in the uſe of all good means 
' comfortable iſſue. If the ſucce(s ſuit not with 
thy expeQation, bclieve that God ſaw thy de- 
fire was not for thy advantage: If the iſſue fall 
out to thy mind,it is in mercy ; thou didti thy 
duty, and: cruftedit in thy God, -to which hc 
hath annexta certain Promiſe Pſa. 37.3. Truj 
in the Lord, and do good, be ſure you do both, 
fo fall thou dwell in the land , and verily thos 

ſhalt be fed, 

2. Conſider the unprofitableneſs of diftrat- 
mg cares. It is certain, they never do you good, 
Your delign in them is for your good,for yout 
advantz$s 


advantage, but they advantage you not :. for 


Calling. Chap. © 


Pſal, 127.1. Except the Lord build the houſe, 


they - laborer ' in vain that build it, andit is in 


vain to eat the bread of ſorrows, Is it not as good 


to lay thoſt cares afide,as vex your ſelves with 
them in vain, If indeed they could bring your 
matters to paſs, and that ſucceſs would ill at- 
tend upon your carking thoughts , ſomewhat 
might be ſaid for them. Bur alas, it is ſo far 
from that effect, that the ready way to blalt 
any buſineſs is to beſiow* immoderate care 
about ir. The Lord takerh the wiſe in their 
own craftineſs, and bringeth their devices to 
naught ; that allmen may know,that it is not .* 
of him that runneth, but of God. chat bleſſech, 

that any thing comes well to pals : more.pray- 


ers, and ſeſs cares, will'do your bulimels. 


And therefore when they crowd in upon 
you,and over- preſs you,. let out your hearts to 
God in prayer, lay your ſtraits and butineſs be- 
fore him ; commit thy way to the Lord, truft 
alſoin him, and ſceit he do not bring it to 
paſs. Say, Lord, my heart is overwhelmed 1 in 
me,Oxt of the depths [ cry xnto thee, I cando no 
good of it, but thou can 3 this knot hou cant 
unty 3 my carking/ſnarls ir the faſter, ['lc tron- 
ble my (elf no more but todo my-duty 3 my 


- contrivances are Cafiles inithe-Air , but thy 


Underſtanding 1s infinite. And at long run you 


' will find this, that real Piety 15 the truetlt Po- 
" licy. Alas the Husbandmans head is not thap'd 
"for worldly wiſdom , he is plain and {imple 
- and again, he is ſpent ſufficient _—_ his labour, 


Hu4- | Nath 
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© hath no need to break his head and diſturb his 
ſleep and mirth with theſe diſtradions, c(peci- 
ally while they will do him no- good 3: and 
therefore go thy way , eat thy bread with joy, 


and drink that thou baſt with a merry bears, for, 


God How —_— thy —_ Eccleſ. 9. 7: 


SECT. YILII. 


v 11LTHe Eighth Temptation of the 


Husbandman is, Slaviſh fear of 
Man. It is true, he muft keep a-due Reverence 


for the Magiſtrate, for he is the Miniſter of 
God , and therefore to contemn him _— 


or diſdain him openly, is no little crime. An 


a juſt fear and reſpeq he muſt have for his 
Landlord , or the Gt his Neighbour, 


becauſe God bath placed them aboye him, and 


he hath learnt that by tbe Father he ought to 
honour, is meant all his Superiours3 and him- 
ſelf expedcs the like from his children and (er- 
vants ; and therefore he is far from that clown- 
iſh humour of thoſe , that will make no diffe- 
Xence between the King and the Beggar ; ; 


- knowing that would bring confuſion into the 


world, -and break that order that God hath 
wo d among men. And therefore in all world- 
y matters no man more reſpeRive to his Su- 
periours than the Husbandman 3 3 None more 


; p 


wal > =o =©=3/ on ww we wrfa 


; xeady | 


,* > —_ aws | 3 


—- — LR he ———— ny x 


__ Calling. _ Chap.s. 
rzady to all thoſe ſervices and offices duc from 
him to thoſe above him : He's ready, and his 
children are ready, his horſes ready, and any 
thing he hath.» and that- not out of baſe fear, 
or other (elf- ends, but out of a principle of in- 
zenuity and kindneſs, and a frame of heart to 
be doing good to every one. Here is his temper 
and duty, but now his-temptation lyes in this, 


JThat when his Landlord, or other great men 


about him, do diſcountenance the praiſe of 
piety, and” that holy ſirictneſs, which is un- 
doubtedly the will of God, and neceflary to 


Ealyation 5 he is apt to take down his Colours, 


and either to walie his ©Oyl, or hide his Lawp, 
kit he ſhould bring anger or. trouble upon 


Bhimſelf. 


He hath a mind to have conſtant prayer in 
his family,and reading the Scriptures,and ling- 


Jing Pialms, and would: do fo, if that courſe 


were held in the Hall that's ngar him 3 but he 
Is Jloth to go before. a Gentleman, ne not to 
Heaven, and hath cauſe to fear a frown or 
worſe for ſo doing. And then having but lit- 
tlefaith, he apprehends God far off, and his 
Landlord near, and will xather venture the loſs 
of his houſe in heaven , than kis houſe upon 
arth, and ſo neglects thoſe Duties. 
And likewiſe in the pradGiſc of ſobriety, 
fircumſpection and watchfulnets, the example 
and fear of Superiours do lay a ſtrong fiege to 
lis convictions and reſolutions, and make him 
(it frength of grace uphold him nat) hazzard 
the peace of a good Conlcicnce , to keep the 
ts peace 
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peacc and quiet of his outward Eftate, Fain 
he:-would goto heaven, 'if he durſt; and enjoy 
the ſmiles of God ;and. great men alſo. HK: 
thinks. without the favour of man he cannor 


live 3 and without : the favour of Ged hedircff c 


not dye 3 and ſo would conjoyn that which 
ſeldom meets, the love of Ged and the loveof 
the World too. Thusis that Scripture fulfil. 
led, Prov. 29, 25. The fear of man cauſeth i 
ſnare. He weuld faft with his Family, but he 
dare not, He would read good Books, the bei 
Books, and hear the beft Miniſters, but he darc 
not z he would go to Heaven, but he. darc 
not : 'he is in the ſnare; The Lord of Heaycn 
help him out ! | 
Not that all of this Rank are taken in thi 
Temptation; for there are many, that go to 
Gods houſe for their Religion, and not to their 
Landlords; that if their Prayers will not 
bring him with them to Heaven , his frowns 
ſhall aot bring them ta Hell with him ;; Tha 
rglolve to be in Gods Books, though they ne 
ver bein great mens. And theſe ſometimes ſuf 
fer for their preſumption, their rents raiſed, 0 
themſelves diſmiſt 3 but chey have caſt up theit 
accounts , and do know that all thag will live 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus mult ſuffer for it? and art 
content, 
Now <o fence and preſerve the Hushandm 


from this ſlaviſh fear of man, conſale, 4. The | 


Providence, 2. The Promiſe of God: 
x. Conſult the Providence of God. "Tho 
| look'fat man,and fearcft him;1f thou __ 


Ealing. Chap. 5. 
look at God, thou' would truſt in him , thou 
wouldfi fe a thouſand times more cauſe to 


truli in God, than to fear man. For the hearts 
and hands of all men are in the hands of your 


| God. Great men are in the hand of a greac 
God. And your greateſt enemies are it1 the hands 


of your cboiceſt friend, and he will bexd their 
hearts to do thee good , or bind theirhands 
that they can do thee no hurt. He commonly 
makes their foes their friends., -that walk up- 
rightly with him. And thoſe: that turn afide 
for fear , he ſuffers them to loſe-the favour of 
great ones ſome other way , and tlie fove'of 
God alſo. [t comes often: to pals,that' they who 
will not ſuffer for Chriſt, come to ſuffer for 
themſelves, that they who arc afraid to ſuffer 
for their holineſs, prove to ſuffer for - their 
wickedneſs,as that Black-ſmith in the As and 
Monuments, that when he was- put to it, told 
them he could not burn, and to cfcaped the 
Fire of Honour , but exe long aſpark kindled 
in his ſhop, and burnt him, and ſhop,and all in 
the Fire of Fudgment ; and fo he burnt for 
himſelf, that would not bury for Jeſus Chrilt. 
. Bclieve this therefoxe, 1f all the Great Ones 
on earth were ſet againti you, they ſhall not 
teuch an hair of your head , nonot an hair of 
your head , till God for your good give thera 
a Commiſſion. One cringe would have (cured 


J thoſe three Princes, Dan, 3.15- from a moſt 


dreadful peril but behold their 1ategrity , 
conſtancy and courage, and it is hard to lay 


which was the Grovgeli. 0 Nebuehaduezzar,. 
| w6 
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Wwe are not careful to anſwer thee in this matter. 
If it be ſo, onr God whom we. ſerve is able to de« 
liver as from the burxing fiery furnace, '\and he Al 
will deliver us out of thy hand, 'O King. Butif | . 
wit, beit known unto thee, O King, that wewil | mit 
ot ſerve thy Gods, nor worſhip thy golden Image 
which thox baſt ſet up, And did God forlake 
them in their need ? not atall, Alas he hath 
fire and water in his hands , and caw make a 
— be a bed of Down, when he plea- 

ctn, | | 

And therefore look not at man, whole 
breath is in his noftrils, for wherein 1s he to be 
accounted of : Look not at the ſtone , but at 


the hand in which itis: for as the ſtone can- - 
not ir,unleſs it be moved by the hand; ſono h 
| man can ſtir one jot againſt you, unleſs God ſtir _ 


him up. - Hence we have ſo oft that phraſcin 

the old Teſtament, that God iirred up this and I® 

that enemy againſt his people. Inſtead of plea- 

fing this or that great man , whom it may bc 

thou canſi never pleaſe; or if thou doft,: yet 

there's another may do thee a miſchief as well F 

as he : Do thou ſtudy topleaſe God, who can || 

according to that, Prov. 16.7. Make thy enemies 

+ Homo 20 be at peace with thee, Man ( ſayes F Angu- _ 
Fime ms ſtine) fear God, and thou mayſt {mile at the 

— wy = world. Alas,it lyes in the breaſt of any wretch 

Avg. ( if he will come and ſwear againfi thee_) whe- 

| ther thou ſhalt be worth a groat before night 3 Ne 

and what forcſight can arm a man againli ſuch }, 

. miſhaps! No, no, It is the Lord that muſt be 


your refuge aud portion is the Land of the Nodng, 
Fe EEE Leg 


\ 
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And therefore rely and reſt ( which you may 


Efely doin the way of your duty ) upon his 


All-ruling Providence, | 
2, Conſult the Promiſe of God. x. The Pro- 


\miſes he hath made to keep you from the trou- 


bles that your Superiours would bring on you, 
[ſai. 41.10. Fear thow ot, for I am with thee, 
[| Lord, who can fear , when thou art with 
them? ] be not diſmayed, for I am thyGod, | O 
bleſſed Word ? if a weak Husbandman can;get 


a ſtrong God for his God, what need he fear ? ] 


Iwill jtrengthen tbee, yea, IT will belp thee, yea, 
[ let not down thy heart man ] I will zphold 
thee with the right hand of my Righteomſneſs. 
Behold all they that were incenſed againſt 
thee, ſhall be athamed and confounded, they 
ſhall be as nothing , and'they that ttrive with 
thee ſhall periſh. If chy name be in the Ezgbs 
and Ninth verſes of that Chapter , theſe Pro- 
miſcs are as ſurely entail'd upon thee, as if thy 
Name were inferted , and they only made to 
thee. Again,verl 14.Fear ot thou worm Facob, 
I will help thee, ſaith the Lord, and thou fhalt 
threſh the mountains, Hear this thou that ſay- 
eſt,O I am but a worm to them: how ſoon may 
2 man cruſh 2 worm under his fcet,and fo toon 
may thefe great Mountains tall upon-me and 
cuſh me; Why fayes God,though thou art but 
a worm to them, yet ] will help thee to threſh 
the monntains. God and a worm can do much. 
Somewhat a firange fight to fſce a worm 
thrcſhing a mountain,yer-ſo it is. Many a poor 


upright Hysbandman by his prayers and-con= + 


vincing 


<— "= - L © —_— wy 
þ- l : 9 ity - % 
1 <2 
. 
G q 
Fg 


.. =_ 


'Chup.5 he tuchendwans 


vincing life, doth conquer, filence,tame or ds 
ſfiroy many a wicked Nimred that would dex 
firoy him. Hath not God ſaid, Zech. 2.8, Hh 
that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his oy, 
And will God ſuffer the proudeſt of themall 
to fly.at the apple of his eye ? So that except 
it befor your great glory and good , you may 
reſt ſecurely and build upon it, that no hand of 
violence ſhall touch you , however ſhall neye 
do you hurt. This is a m2x2zme, No men,or me- 


4 *Amxle naces,or miſcrics, can do a Saint hurt : + They 
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may kill you, but they cannot hurt you. Away 
therefere-with that flaviſh fear, that hindersox 
diſcomforts you in your duty. Ged will not ſee 
his Husbandman wrong'd. a2, Conlult the 
Promiſes he hath made , to deliver you out of 
your troubles, if they befall you by your $u- 
periours, 2 Pet: 2.9. The Lord knoweth how te 
deliver the godly ont of temptations , and tore- 
ſerve the unjuſt unto the day of judgment to be 
puniſhed. Knoweth how, that is, can and will 
doit. How' many gracious promiſes hath he 
made? Jn fix troubles andin ſeven be will de- 
liver them, Thou fhalttread 0n the Liou and At- 
der. Hethat hath ſet his love ou me, T1 will deJiver 
bim and hovonr him. | , 
Why art:thou therefore (o afraid of crou- 
bles? of Men or Devils? A prifon is not Hell: 


| Lofsof Goods is not loſs ef the chief Good. 


He that can turn thee out of thy houfe, cannot 
curn/thee out of heaven ; there hee'l be turn'd 
out.and thou taken in, Man can threaten thee, 
but Ged can defiroy thee. Tay gmt Nog 
: . ot 


. Calling. - Chap. 5. 
\ (our will trouble thee if thou pray, and thy 
ſercat Maker will damn thee, if thoudo not, 

ay : But he cannot trouble thee , whether 
\ God will or no , but God can daran thee whe= 
ther he will or no. They that now terrifie thee, 
 Eyillrun to hide themſclves ; and will none of 
them come between thee and an angry God,for 
the fins thou haſt committed , or duties thow 
haſt omitted;by their.inducement. And there- 
fore, Matth,10.28. Fear not them that can kill 
the body, and have no more that they can do 3 
but fear him that can caſt body and ſoul inte 
Hell : O fear him, and let them talk. 


A ————— 
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SECT. Ix. 


—_— Ninth Temptation af Fl Hus- 


bandman 1s, Affeded Ignorance, His S. 9. 
Intelletuals are but. obtuſe, and Education Afﬀectted 


did not befriend him; his occaſions -many, 5 
and his time ſcant, whereby ordinarily he 
wants that neceflary knowledge, that ſhould 
light him to heaven. And the abuſe of know- 
:F ledge in others, and tke excuſe his continual 
| /abours ſuggeſt to him, do tempt him to reſt 
inand defend his Ignorance , and ſoit grows 
AﬀteGed .]gnorance. In this he; lives , and 
| (without Gods Grace )herein he dies. But God 
4 forbid, we ſhould charge all perſons of that 

| Calling 
bd 
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Calling with this evil : no;thereare many, ve. 
xy many have better learned Chriſt , able with 
much gravity and diſtinQnels to give an ac- 
count of all material Points of Religion 3 that 
want not an Argument to defend the Truth, 
though they cannot put it in Afood and Figun; 
yea, divers that in the Arts come not ſhort, in 
the Languages exceed ſome, _—_ in Moſe; 
fear. And as to the faving knowledge of Feſw 


Chrift, that confifts not ſo much in mexta!, af] 


expcrimental apprehenſions < multitudes 1a this 
arcexcellent Scholars, that can deſcribe Faith 
to the life, though they cannot define it 3 that 
can tell how to repent, though they know not 
whether this or Faith precede. In thort, that 
can feel more than they can ſpeak, and that 
have learn'd to expreſs more in their lives, 
than in their words: 

And ſome too there are, that know too 
much, I mean that have got more notions into 
their head than they can rule, and for wantof 
wiſdom and humility grow giddy and con- 
. cited ; that they rather come to the Ordie 
nance to judge theit Miniſter, than to'be judg- 


ed by the Word of God : and thax think they 


could diſcharge that FunQion better than he, 
and theſe arc to be rankt among, the moſt in- 
tollerable ſort of that Calling z of whom it 
were to be wiſht , that either they knew lels, 
that would make them leſs elevated , or that 


they knew more, that would make thern'moreſ 
humble. - But I hope, the number of theſe are] 
but few. Kxperience of their own infixmities |. 
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Calling. © Chap. 5. 
together with further knowledge , will cure- 
them: of this ſwelling , theſe Rickets in the 
head ,, and: by degrecs they will find that the : 
moſi they know 1s the leali part of what they 
axc ignorant of, No, the Epidemical Diſeaſe . 
of Husbandmen is veces; affected 19n0- 
rance. 

Many of them want time: to read df think 
of ſpiritual matters 3 theit Childrea cry, their 


'Butineſs cryes, their Creditor cryes, and hard 


it is to read a leaf without -many avocations 
and diſtractions :; nay worle , many of them 
cannot read a word ; they can! ſee no more in 
a Bible, than in a fjone; nor read one-verſe 


' therein, though the reading and. ruminating of 


# might beas much worthas Heaven to'them: 
Ah! that ever Heaven, the gate of Heaven 
ſhould be in a Bible, and a reatonable creature; 
a Chriſtian ſhould not read it; and thoſe that: 
can, yet will not labour to tind it there, Nay 
worle yct ,, for many of this Extraction and 
Education are Wonderful dullof capacity,and 
apprehend: matters (f{piritual eſpecially) with 
much dificulty and copfulion ; and then ſuch 


' broken memories, that they can hold nothing 


without very muck adoec 5 fo that the-Pro- 
phet \Feremy might very - well conclude of 
them, Fer. 5, 4. Therefore I ſaid, Surely theſe 
are poor; her 6.4 fooliſh, for they knows not the 
way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their God 


| I wil get me to the great meu, Alas it is too 


nite that Ignorance prevails among that 
ort inf all places, in ſo much that af /gyorant, 


x Peaſant 


y 14 [Ob 5. 


The Hs bandmans 
Peaſant is the common Epithet. Their ambi. 
tion being only to. know their ground ," their 
cattel., their market, and their ſcat. in the 
Church. 

Who could hve believed che Gd fiory,that 
Mr, Pemble tclls us in his Sermon about Igno- 


Tance,if it had not an Author of credit ? Of an 
 _., old man on his death-bed, that had heard, in 


all likelihood, two or three thouſand Sermons 
in his life, that being then examin'd of his 


knowledge concerning, God, ſhould anſwer, he 


- thought him an old man fitting in a chair : 
and about Chriſt, thought him a towardly 
young Youth : and concerning . his Soul, 


thought it was ſome great bone in his bo- 


dy,&c, O wotfal ſtory, That rational creatures 
— who areable to give account of civil affairs 
with ſufficient diſcretion, and capable of the 
higheftt knowledge 3 that profeſſed Ghriſtians 
that have-been brought up and taught that 
ſacred Religion , ſhould know fo little in the 
faith they muſt be ſaved by. To expee to be 


ſaved by the Son of God.and yet think him to 


be the Sun in the Firmament, as others have 
exprett 3 that hope to go to Heaven ; and yet 
know neither faith nor repentance , theun- 
doubted way thither , nor what i it 15 to be ju» 
ſtzfied, or born again. | 

And more {ad,that the Mania ſhould 
plead for this his Ignorance ; that any ſhould 
imagine his {in ſhould exculc him ,- and bring 
him off befare God ; that when God faith, My 
people peri for want of knowledge, Hol. ok = 
inou 


Calling. 
ſhould conclude-, becauſe ] want knowledge; : 
therefore ] ſhall nor periſh 3 yea, and imagine ;" 
that he ſhall ſpeed better,than the moſt know- 
ingand con(cionable of his Neighbours what: 
blotted blindneſs 15 this? Who can have pa- 
tience to hear this confident folly ? but who 
smore bold than blind:Bayar& ? Alas, it is ig- 
norance that feeds his preſumption, If he did 
but ſee himſelf ih a:ttue glaſs, he would abhor 
himſelf in duſt and aſhes. And thierefore its 
time to ſcek ſome Crre of this temptation ; 
And that is, - © F 
: 1 Be perſwaded of the abſolute neceflity of 


Ffaving Knowledge. That no man is excuſed 


by his birth, poverty, or dulneſs, from getting 
ſo much knowledge in the fundamentals of 
Religion, as will ct Chrift into the ſoul, and 
Rear it to Heaven, This 15 certain, that asno 
world was made without Light in the firſt 
phce, ſo no new world in the ſoul without the 
light of Knowledge: Gods method is, As 26. 
16, To tury men from darkneſſts light, and ſo 
from the power of Satan unto God. This is the 


way to Eterxal Life, John 17.3. To know the 


only tre God,and Feſws Chriſt; This 1s the fir{t 
brafich in the new Covenant, A heart to know 


God, Fer. 24.5. not his Name, but his Nature, 
toknow God in Chriſt,to know his will. Cam 


you think any mangoes to Heaven in the dark, 


to Heaven blind ? Gods Children are never 
born blind or dumb : Muſt men of old'be fo 


many years,only to learn the principles of Phi- 


loſophy, and. can you commence Chriſtian,and 


I 2 fcarcs 
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ſcarce fudy the Principles thertof a month? 
Shall your brains be ſtudied more about the] ic: 
ſorriett Trade, than about that great Calling, 
that teaches to live for ever ? What variety 
of inſtrucions do you give your: Children tor 1s 
Husbandry ? Every day you are at it , and]tÞ 
will leſs a do make them wiſc for Heaven than ba 
Earth ?* Hi 
T<]11 mie not of your mean; \ Birth and Edi les 
cation, God requires not from you what he 
doth from ſome others; .but doth. he there-Jit! 
fore give you-a Patent for groſs ignorance? | 1/ 
He expects not you thall refolye all the Que-J P! 
ftions 1n the Schools, but doth it follow, youſſ?? 
ſhould not know all the Principles of your Ca- Pl, 
techiſm ? to 
And though your bulineſs be great, yet re 
member ſtill, that one thing: is neceſlary. thi 
Though your hands and time be full , yetl th 
hope you'l tind leifure to go to Heaven. YouſſT! 
muſt dilcharge: your dcbts , attend your mar- 
kets, pay your rents, and bring up your chil- 
dren 3 And muſt you not get your blindnebF 
cured, your teprotic healed, and.your ſoul ſal of 
ved? Thebulictt of you, « vou break a bone,\z N: 
\or be flick, will have time to ſeek help,- Are yeſ Pf! 
foo buhic to go to Heaven? God forbid. Whatſ:nc 
though your are poor! Are not many poo TH 
men rich in knowledge ? Muſt not poor men bu 
-g0 to Heaven? . 2nd can+they come thitherſ do 
hood- winkt ? Though thou art but a Hus 
bardman; yet thou muſtbea Chriſtian ; and lay 
to \ be a Chyiftian without, kuowledge of thelſ #9: 
ITT Seripture; 


Calling. Ef 


Though thy Underſtanding be dull, yet 


| when the Holy Ghoſt is the School- Maber, it 
1s poſſible to-learn; If no man learn any thing 
that he is dullat firſt abour , how few would - 


have skill in'any thing, The firſt line in the 
Horn- book 1s the hardeſt; the further you 


learn , the caſter; Prayer and Diligence will 


make it calie. And the Husbandnians God doth 
nſiruct him to.difcretion, and doth teach him, 
Iſa. 28.26, He that teacheth you to know: the 


.| properties of the Earth. will teach you alſo the 


paſſage to Heaven. - He that teacheth you to 


© flow, when,you endeavour it,* will teach you 


to Pray, when you endeavour that. | 

And though others abuſe their knowledge, 
that are better 'Schollars and worle Chriſtians 
than thou, yet this. will be no. excuſe to thee. 
[Their fin doth not eaſe thee of thy duty; Th:y 


.£-hill go tg hell for their zneffecjual knowledge , 


and thou ſhalt go to Hell for thy affeded Igno» 


race ; Butalas,you argue not thus, in the cafe 
of riches or other things : you do not ſay, My 
2 Neighbour. yonder hath great riches,and mil- 


pends them, therefore ] will refolve to be poor; 


;he is proud of his tine clothes, and therefore 
[le go 1n rags. . Urge then no more others a- 


buſe of knowledge, but (ceing it is necctlary, 
do thou obtain,it, and ule it betcer, 
2. Be rclylved in the means of procuring 


laving knowledge, Prop.2.2,3. If thou incline ' 
thine ear #nto w;/dom, | diligently hcar the in- 
| I 3 ſiructions * 


Chap. 5. 
| Scripture, is like being a Philoſopher without 
f learning. © :-- Ln 


17. 
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ſirutions of the wiſe] and apply thy beart unn 
«1ngcr/tanding, (let thy heart upon it,as Schol: 
lars upon their Books, or Tradeſ-men on their 
Trades] yes, if thou cryeſt after knowledge, and 
lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding, [Earnelily 
and continually pray for it ; if it be not worth 
asking, it is worth nothing, ] If #hox ſeekeſt ber 
as filver,and ſearcheſt for her as for hid treaftire, 
[ if thou uſeſt all good means, readeli in every 
book, makelt out any good Miniſter or Chriſti- 
an that can help thee ] zhen ſhalt thou findihe 
knowledge of Gods' pains muſt be taken or no 
good done : -I cannot chuſe but wonder to 
hear 1lliterate men ſometimes, O,I would give 
all the Cattel I have, that I could but read; 

who yet might with half the pains , which 
they would beſtow to get one of them , leam 
to read fuffictently,and yet willnot endeavour 
it. Alas, they ſpeak as they think, but a de- 
ceived heart turns them afide ; even fo, you 


will hear ſome ignorant men expreſs them- 
ſelves; T would {| had- given all I am worth 


for that knowledge which ſuch have; and ya}. 
when they are directed to the means they ſud-f 
denly are weary , and ſhew thereby they did 
but dally, | | > 
_ Notwithſianding all your buſineſs, you 
have one whole day every week, How rich in 
knowledge would you quickly be,if every mi- 
nute of that day were put to the beſt. Some 
Divines have colle&ed the material pointsot 
Religion into fifty two heads,for cach Sabbati 
one; now if the pooreſt Husbandman in , 
0 OTE ny OI "Hs " tal 


Cabling... Chap.s. 
theſe, (and any good Minifter would ſec you 
in) and in the ſpare time thereof, read,or hear 
others read to him, or ask queſtions, and con- 
ter with his honelt Neighbour aboutit,and as 
he hath occaſion the week toHowing, drive-in 
the ſame nai}, What a bleſſcd crop of ſaving 
knowledge would he reap when the year is. 
expired ? This is to ſeek knowledge as filver3 
and it's worth more .pains than this, in that 
there's no going to Heaven without it, If you 
lived in Countries where no Bibles muſt be 
read, where there be no Miniſters to teach you, 
and to know Chrift were criminal, there were 
ſome excuſe for ignorance: but what plenty 


- of precious Bibles have we? what ſtore of 


excellent Books, Catechiſms, and principles of 
Religion ?.-what choice of Minifters that long 
to teach you? And to run through all this light 
into eternal darkneſs, what excuſe can you 
bring ? How great will be that darkneſs! Up. 


therefore aitd be doing ; let your future dili- 


gence compenſate your former negligence, leſt 


you hear that fatal ſentence, when it is too late. 


to-reverle, Iſa.27.11. This is a man of no #n- 


_derftauding, andtherefore he that made him will 


not ſave bim, and he that formed him will fhew 


-bim no favour, Now God forbid that che poor 


harmlefs Husbandman ſhould after his painful 
life, be thus ſentenced into a more painful ſtate! 
that for want of ozxtwards h: ſhould be poor 
here, and for want of i#wards be poor for ever- 


"Why, then prevent it , while there 1s time : 


I 4. The 
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The Markets yet are-open, good Eye-falve to 


be had'; The richett Pearls to be had for a lit- 


tle labour. - God himſelf will be the Maſter, 
and who will not be proud to be his Schollar 
O taſte and fee how good the'Lord is, apply 


your {clves to-him,. and he will teach you the: 
fear of the Lord , fo ſhall you be rid of this 


ep | 
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wronging %. "He Tank Temptation of the Haband: 


man 15» Wrong unto bis Neighbour, 
Though moſt aches imployments cxceed this 
in temptations hereunto, yet this Calling 


wants,not its temptation, This wretched Seif 
15 of ſuch: -powerful influence, that it draws the 
plain Husbindwan himſelf, to firain a point of * 


Conſcience to fulfil the luſts thereof, Hence it 


comes to pals ſometimes (I hope it.is not efc) 
. that you may obſerve deceit and ditimulation 


in his bargains, [though not ſo much as a 
Tradcſman., yet too much for a Chrittian : 


_ unfaithtully commending what is bad , when 
he ſells, and unconſ{cionably. condemning and 
£2 diſprailing what is good, when he buys. Even 

in a the words of Prgv. 20, 14+ It is nought,it i 


nonght, 


Calling. 
\ Bught, ſaith the buyer, but when hes gone, he 
* Dfteth. Pinching the poor cither in his mea- 
ſure, er in his price, when he ſells his: corn 3 
ind taking occaſion from his ſtraits, to deal 
Firzitly with him. Hence his unſound horſe, 
ind unproveable Cattel, are brought to Mar-_ 
ket , with the greateli proteſtations of their 
oundne(s and goodneſs; in ſo much as it 1s 
zrown a diſtinct Art, to buy orfcll any thing 
inthe Market ; and to buy a Cow a man had 
need of as many friends as the hath legs, left 
he be defrauded. And then ſo many fair ttories, 
nay, ſo many equivocations, nay, ſo many flat 
lyes, nay, ſo many oaths, nay, ſo many perju- 
Wrics , ſwearing this price ſhall be the loweſt, 
Band yetabating it at next word, that a man 
TE vould wonder men {hould apparently venture 
* Ftheir Confciences and eternal happineſs for (0 
+ Himall a bulineſs; and yet be more aſtoniſht, 
S Fthat this ſhould be done by Chriſtians; thac 
believe the Bible, and by Chriſtian Husband- 
men, that are the plaineft hearted of all others. 
And then another way whereby he is tem- 
"Wpted to wrong his Neighbour is, by Trefaſ- 
fing upon him; either his Cattel being uoru-) 
ly,and not lawfully ordered, or his Fence neg- 
k&cd , (for we mult deſcend, if we would 
2 Famend the moſt inferiour things in our way } 
and theſe things are negleded either through 
lenefs, -or other buſineſs, (it is hoped out of 
no-worlſe defign )fo long that his honeti neigh>- - 
bour is prejudiced and provoked. And hence 
tollows (belides the wrong done, which is the 
TEE i” oe wouls 
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worlt evil)grudgings,and heart-barnings,and 
often unkind and angry expreſſions, and ſome: 
times long and chargeable ſuits, How great 1 
fire a little ſpark kindles? In fo muct that 
ottentimes the nearelt Neighbours are leafi be. 
loved ,, and ſqmetimes ſo engaged in ſuits and 
rancour againſt each other, that they loſe the 


comfort of that mutual love and offices they 


might enjoy. 

And this is a moſi fad and doleful thing, to 
be written in tears, and ſpoken in fighs, that 
thoſe people ſhould fo fail in Gions , whole 
Religion gives laws to the Thoughts; that they 
(hould live below-the Heathens , who expe@ 
to be equal to the Angel 3 that ſome little part 
of that world,the whole whereof is not worth 
the pooxelt foul in it, ſhould ſo bewitch.2 man 
to break all bonds, divine and humane, tc 
compals it, Let us therefore enquire our {ome 
powerful Preſervativeagainli this temptation, 


x. Obſerve the piercing cyc of Almight 


_ _ God alwayes upon thee. When thy. heart give 


thy mouth the lye in diſhmulation,he obſerves 
. thee all the while, and marvels at. thy.folly. 
| Would't thou ſpeak fo falſly,if he with whom 
thou dealeſi knew thy heart ? Why wilt thou 
- ſpeak ſo, when God knows thy heart ?:: Js he 
le(s formidable than'a worm ? Wilt thou beat 
ſuch awe of one that canonly ſhame thee, anc 
not bear much more - of one that can bo! 
ſhame and damn thee? Thou wilr not affirm 
a thing, if thou knowelt a tander by can dil: 
prove 
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Calling. © Chap. 5. 
prove thee: Why, God is. a ſtander by, and 
when thou art lying,cquivocating and ſwear- 
ing,he can diſprove thee every word,-can ſiop 
thy mouth with a thunder-bolt, firike thee 
dumb, yea,dead in the place, as he did Ananias 
and Sapbira,and many others lince, with their 
lye in their mouths. Hearken what he hath 


ſaid, x The. 4.6.Let no man go beyond,or defraud 


his brother in any matter, becauſe that the Lord 
u the avenger of all ſuch, If an ingenious argu- 
ment will win thee, He whom thou defraudeſt 


15 thy brother, wilt thou cat up thine own fleſh? 


If a dreadful argument will work on thee, The 
Lord is the avenger of all ſuch. God will ſooner 
ar later reckon ſurely with thee for it, and 
therefore as thou tendrelſi thy fafety and hap- 
pine(s, go beyond no man inany matter, God 
willnot {ce one man riſe unjukly on anothers 
rune: with any patience, nor behold thy cun- 
ning to make a prey of his ſimplicity without 


a ſharp revenge, 


Objefq. A man cannot live in the world 


' without uſing his wits: Other men uſe it more 


than T ; Theſe ſhifts are common and honelt 


in- compariſon of others: I do but make the 


beſt of my own: Let them look. better about 
them, and then there's no danger, 


Anſw. There is no neceffity laid on any, 
man to fin [ts better to be poor than fin. He 
would make ſuch a bargain as would undo 
tim ,. that would tell one lye to gain all the 
 e.. on world, 
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world. ' Others practiſe is no rule, and will 
prove no excuſe for thy wickedneſs. God hath 
given thee to underſtand, that his Word is the 
Rule that muſt guide and judge thee; and 
that thou art to imitatenot the worlt, bur the 
beſt men,and them only in what is good. You 
are to know, that by beguiling. others, you 
make the worſt of your own,and hazard all to 
increaſe a little,and venture hell-ro gain a pen- 
| ny. That God hath not given all men the like 
meaſure of skill and perfpicacity, but they are 
plain and ſimple , and think every one elfe is 
like them , but in that' caſe God hath made 
thee thy Brothers Keeper, and put- him into 
thy hands to deal mercitully and honeſtly with 
him, * : 


2. Be confident, that what is got by wrong- 
ing others will never do you good ; the gain 
*of deceit laſts but a while 3 or if « do, it's gi- 
ven thee in wrath 3 like a Sute with the plague 
init, it's gay and fine, but death is in it 3 S0 
15 unjuft'gain,though it ſtay with chee till thou 
dic,yect the curſe ot God ftays with it; and reſis 
if not on thy ftate, body or children, yet on 
thy poor foul, which is worſt of all: And who 
would befond of a fair Sute: with the'plague 
init? It were better to wear leather ,: poor 
leather or ruflet were much better : ſo it were 
better for thee a thouſand times, to live poor, 
and juſt, and die bleſſed, than to live rich, and 
dic accurſed, The crafty Fox in the Fable hug- 
ged himſelf, that he had couſen'd the om: ot 
5 | | hs 
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Calling. 
ker breakfaſt, but when he found himſelf poy- 
ſon'd therewith, : he wiſht it. out of his belly. 
Prov, 21. 6. The getting of treaſures by a lying 
tongue,is a vanity toſſed to and fro,of them that 
ſeek death. Your delign perhaps is to make 
eſtates for your Children,,- but alas this is not 
the way 3 for if you could riſe out of your 
graves one fifty years after your death, you 
would find the canker of your deceit and inju» 
ries had conſumed it all. The eye of Scripture, 
the eye of Reaſon; the cye of Experience, ſees 
this every day, that De male queſitis vix 
goudet tertiis heres. The third Heir ſeldom 
enjoys ill-gotten goods: What madneſs is 
this for you to loſe your fouls in the gaining of 
the world,and your poſterity to loſe their ſouls 
in the Pending of it ? and (o the ſame purſe or 
houſe damns both the Father and the Son 5 
the Father by injurious getting it, and the Son 


' by ungodly waſting it. How many houſes 


have you ſcen ruined , where the opprefſour 
hath dwelt? How,many uncon(ſ(cionabic Law- 
yers ( who like you have made a prey of the 
limple ) have built. firong houſes, and made 
lixong entails, yet ina tew Generations their 
names are blotted out, and they who preferred 
Earth before Heaven, have neither Earth nor 
Heaven 3 and can you go by their houſes, and 
not receive inftrudion? Will you fee and know 
this,and yet follow them ? Alas your thriving 
is but the fatof a droplic, which makes a great 
ſhew, but is not ſeund; brings rottennels in 
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A Dif- 
-courſe 
about Re» 
flitution. 


the end of it. Such is your preſent eſtate, Tox##*'Þ 
riches are.ccorrupted, your gold and filver u can. 
kered, ye have heaped treaſure together forthe laſt 
dayes. Yea, in this life, God often fends fome- 
to ſqueeze theſe muck-worms , when' they 
have ſuckt themſelves full. And if theſe things 
be true, O why will ye defraud any more? 
You build caſtles, bur it's in the air; your 
houſe wants foundation ,- your title to your 
eſtate 1s naught , and as ſure as there is a God 
in Heaven, and a curſe in this Bible, you will 
be loſers by this gain ; no penny that you have 
gotten by fraud ſhall: ever do you or yours 
good. God hath faid it, Pſal. 18.25. With'ay 
upright man I will ſhew my ſelf upright , and 
with the froward I will ſhew my ſelf froward, 


And is not here ſufficient ground tb move 
you in the point of Reft:#ztioz? If injutious 
or deceitful gain, in the judgmentof God, and. 
experience of men,and in your own obſcervati- 
on dono man good, but much hurt,and inevis 
tably entail a curſe upon the man and all his 
cſtate, whiles he keepit, isit not Wiſdom-and 
Conſcience to reſtore what you have thus got- 
ten? Would you keep a Sute that has the Pe+ 
fiilence in it ? Will you hold that'which God 


bids you reſtore , and will damn you in Kell if 


you keep it ? Whereas it will do you-no good: 
What,run a plain hazard of loſing your honeſt 
gain,by keeping ſome little which is difbonef? 
and ventutc kell fire, rather than pirt a 

| ome 
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Wome of that eſtate , when as if God ſay the 
word tO night, thou muſt part with it all be- 
ore morning ? Is it not better to bring it 
Kick,and be tayed,than have it fetcht,and you 
be loſt ? 

If ever God work favingly, I fay lovingly, 
pon your hearts,you will make as much hatte 
s ſoreſtore,as ever you did to get it; and ſhake it 
x rot your skirt , as you would bruſh a ſpark 
4 fyour clothes, as Zacbews, Luke 19.8. No 
1 Woner was ſalvation come to his houle, but he 
i fcrics out, Lord, if I have taken any thing (mark 
rs BY thing of what kind foever, of what quan- 
» ity focver)of any man,( whether good or bad, 
1 ſich or poor) by falſe accuſation, T reſtore him 
\ Evwt Te doit at my leifure, but upon thenail 

[reſtore him) four-fold, Ile rather be a loſer 

16 (an my Neighbour ; he ſhall have four- fold, 


4 | 0%jet, You.will perhaps objec your inabj- 
ji. Wy and poverty, that you cannot make reli. 
i, Fution , or at leaſt this would make you poor 
jc Foough, and therefore defire to be excuſed. 


# | 4#/w. Total inability excuſes reſtitution in 
e Fic Kind, but yer there mult be reſtitution in 
i Wc Mind: A will you muſt have at preſent, and 
EY deed{cxcept remitted/}if ever you be able, 
1 = the mean time,you are to be ſorry,that you 
Rf ve wrong'd your Neighbour in your ations, 
az Fd can! only right him in your wiſhes. And 
th Fre there is ſome hand of God in ic, that your 
ne Fate ( though increaſed by your treſpaſſing 
upon, 
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brought $o ſuch an ebb,that you are unable 
make juſt reſtitution., Surely God hath blow 
tipoh you, with the fcartul blati of his curſe al 
ready, and you may fivd by this, that no indy. 
ſiry nor intail can aſſure ill- gotten goods. And 
as ſure as this curſe follows you externally, ( 
ſurely { without repentance and reſtitution) 
will it follow you eternally, And therefore you 
- are wide point blank in your argument, you 
cannot rcſiote, becauſe it will make you poor; 
for if you do not rcitore, you will be poor. Your 
building.now is on a quick-ſand, pile up your 
wall as high as you can, the quick-ſand under 
it will bring it down,arid you and yours under 
it, And therefore it's better to be poor with 
Gods bleſling, than poor with his curſe. | 
And grant 1t do bring you low , to reſtore 
every man his own ; alas it doth but deli- 
ver you from that eſtate, which would do 
you hurt, and firip you of ſome garments; 
that would keep youtoo hot, However.the 
event, Duty nuwult be done, whether we grow 
rich or poor by it. Poverty and piety are bt 
ter company, than riches and fin, And if you 
can frufi God, ( and otherwiſe you can never 
come to Heaven ) he can.and will; if it befor 
your good , make. you amends for your {lt- 
denial, and give you goods, and a good con 
ſcience alfo. Take therefore thy ill-gottc 
$oods 'in thy hand , ( as that Phloſophber did 
his eltate, when he threw it into the Sea 
and *refolye , 'tis. better theſe things be 's 


— 
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' fir me, than with me; and let God do his 


will. | 
_ Objed, 2, It may be you will ſay, I ſhall be 
ſhamed, my name will be poſted up for difho- 
neſty 3 and it 1s. a ſaying, that it is a ſhame to 
ſtcal or wrong , but a worſe ſhame to bring it 
home again. - | | 

Anſw: Sin 1s worſe than ſhame. A man may 


ſtand under ſhame, but you cannot ſtand under 


the guilt of ſin. Auguſtine hath determined 
long ago, That ſin i not remitted, till thething 
be reſtored, wherein you ſinned, If your conſci- 
ence were tender,or youreyes open,you would: 
more tremble for guilt than ſhame. It was ne- 
ver better with Ephraim , than when he was 
aſhamed, yea, even confounded ( the higheſt de- 
gree of ſhame) for the ſins of his youth, Jer.3t. 
19, And never worſe with Ephraim;than whex 
he was given up to ſin, Hoſ,4.17. How long do 
you think it will be, ere you mult be charged 
before God, Angels, and all your neighbours, 
with your injurious dealings ? and then what 
unſpeakable ſhame will cover your face, when 
it will appear, that after all cheſe warnings; 
you lived and diced in theſe fins? Alas! it will 
be but a while, andall your heart and actions 
ſhall be laid out to the view of all 3 and were 


# it not better you prevented this your felt? 


But to come nearer; Pray what ſhameis it 
to do that which is good, undo that which is 


 cvil? Ir isa ſhame indecd co fin, but thatis 


paſt , that thou art aſhamed of too : but now 
thou art about 4 Work of righteouſne(s,cquity 
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and honelly! there isno ſhame in this : Nay,all' 


mcu, af leait all wile men, will think better of 
Liice chan befores They will now conclude, 
cexrann'y youlcr15 a angular good man, that 
Wi:i Pail with ins ctiate,, and venture his Cres 
dts, 14inct tnan burden his Confcience, or re- 
mai. unucr fin. A!! men will commend this, 
and inuch praitc wili xedound to God, Pray 
What dligiace 151t 10 Zacheus,that he was wil- 
ling to reltore all hc had gotten by wrong? 
Goa and Man iccord ic to his honour. 

But further yet, you may fo order your refit- 
tution, that (it occation be ; you never need to 
be known, Conlider whom you have injured, 
and how much, and then chuſe your diſcreet 
Minitter, or {ome other faithful friend, who 
may diſpote the thing reſtored,or the value of 
it, tothe right owner, and your name never 
needs to be in quelttion. But rather exceed than 
tall ſhort of the tull value, in your reſtitution, 
1 will reſtore, ſaith Zacheus, fourfold, thats, 
rather more than'lefs. And the Lord hath or- 
deredin that caſe, Numb .5.7. nn cou 
their. fu which they have done, and he ſhall re- 
compence by treſpaſi with the principal thereof, 
and add unto ir theififib part thereof, and giveit 
#110 him againſt whom he hath treſpaſſed. This 
15 cquitable for him , who perhaps hath been 
prejudiced by your injury , More than the na- 


ked worth of the thing , eſpecially if much 


time be paſt, And it is profitable for you; when 
your un colts you dcar, its likely you will not 
caltly meddle that way again, 

Object, 


ſit 


Chavy.s., 


Objc&.1,but what if theparty I have wreng'd 
he dead, andperhaps there is ::041e left, to-whon 
efitution may be made, or the perſons at ſuch 
dijiance, that it is impoſſible 10 male them a- 
ends, | | | | 
Anſw, Reſtitution mult be made in the pro- 
per place, if it be poſſible 3 orif the party be 
dead, to tncir Heirs or Exccutors, and pains 
mult ©: faken to find them out. It is but a rea« 
ſonatic pennance for your faulc. But if no per- 
fon can be found in waom the right of receiv= 
ing remains, then hear what God faith, Namb, 
5.5. But if the man bave no Kinſman ( or per- 
{on Eaving Tigat) to recompence the trefpaſſune 
to,let the treſpaſs be recompenced 10 1he Lord, 
eh 39 the Prieſt = ——Almipghty God is Hciir- 
Gcreral in all ſaci caſes 3 in whofe name and 
fead his Prieſts and poor arc authorized 10 
give you anacquittance z and your in bewail. 
od ſhall through the Ram of atonement , men- 
tioned in the ſame verſe, be forgiven, But till 
this be done, ox. fully purpoled, your,guilt re- 
nains, you are Yet in your fins, 

And thus I have at length given you a view 
of the Husbandmans Temptations,and their fe- 
veral Antidotes 3 not but that he hath many 
more. As heisa Chriſtian he is liable to all the 
temptations of a poor Chriſtian 3 ſo as he 1s 
Husband, Maſter,Subje&t:but ] think theſe are 
more incident to hisearthly Calling; 'whereif 
if he be faithful to his own foul in th: uſe of 
the Preſeroatives anncxcd, I trult, by the blef+ 
ling of God, he ſhall overcome,and reign with 
| K 2 nxt 


Calling. 
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Chrik at laſt, where the wicked ceaſe from trou' 
bling, and where the weary areat reſt, 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Husbandmans Leſſons in 
his Calling. 


FECT. 4. 


Ne ET Ng now I proceed to the Sixth Point} 
EN N-5 | to be handled , which is the eXcel- 
GAYA . Icnt Leſſons that God teacheth the 
CHER Peters | poor Husbandman , . who perhaps 
cannot Skill oft one Letter in the Book; For bs 
Ged doth infirud him unto diſcretion , and aoth 
teach him; as you had it out of 1/az. 38. 26, 


And that'sa dull Schollar that ſuch a Maſter f[ 


cannot teach, There is hardly any thing that 
the Husbandman hath to deal with , but he 
may learn ſomething of God out of j it , when 


God duth pronipt him thereunto, Yea, God 
hath 


”J 


'L; 


Calling, 


that we may tranflate and think of the Scrip- 
ture in the world, This (as was obſerved) is 
one end of Similes and Compariſons, ſo fre-. 
quent in the Bible, not only that God may 
come down by them unto us, but that we may 
by them aſcend unto him. As our Lord Chriſt 
(excellently )by occaſion of a Vine in his way, 


F(as the Learned conclude ) raiſeth up his and 


his hearers minds to learn this Leſſon , That 


wery branch that beareth not fruit ſhall be taken 1.eqns 
away , and the branch that doth besr fruit (ſhall from his 
be purged to bring forth more fruit, Joh.15.1 2. Ground. 


A profitable Leſſon taught out of a Tree, Ha- 
ving therefore ſuch a Copy , let us endeavour 
to ſhew, what Learning the Husbandman may 
and ought to get, And firſt, Out of his Grozud. 
And here | 

1, He lookson it, and thinks Whexce be 
came. He reads his Pedigree in the Duſt 3 and 
remembers his Paternal Coat 1s blazon'd, Ger, 


$2.19. Out of the Ground weſt thou taken, And 


having much*baktne(s with it,he isoften mind- 
d what he iS;For Daft thou art, And there is 
but a remove between the Duſt that lies, and 
the Duſt that's walking on it. And therefore 
the Husbandman ought to look down, and 
learn humility ; and then to look up and beg it 
of God. And hence it was(as ſome judge)that 
God gave to our Father Adam his name from 
the ground or carth {for fo his name lignities) 
that 'whenſoever he heard this name Adam 
cll'd, he might think of his original avd be 
humble, 7 Ip Tac 


_ 
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Thath tranſlated the world into the Scripture 
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The Husbandman therefore hath man 
Ttems of hisfriilty , and muſt lay it to hear, 
Here 15 my Ground , and alas what am [ but 
earth fitted, and purified, and molded up by the 
hand of Gud? And what cauſe hath whiteand 
red clay to be proud ! Come down O my vain 
heart,and know thy placez when clay aſcend, 
1t 152gainft the Laws of the Creation. 

2. From his ground; the Husbandman 
learns his mortality, and may be oft minded 
of his change, For unto duſt thou fhalt return; 
There 15 the end of his Line. Poor man creeps 
out of the duit, keeps a toil in the worlda 
while,and then returns unto duſt again.Every 
day the Husbandman may learn this leflon, 

His imployment lycs as it were in his grave; 
when he is digging or plowing in the ground, 
he breaks out in theſe thoughts. Poor pieceo 
creeping duſt, whither art thou going ? Art 
thou ready to return to thy mother Earth: 
gain? Halt chou gloriticd God? Halt thou finiſht 
the work which he gave thee to do? What 
ſicKs1£ at? Thy -paſling Bell may be rung to 
morrow , and then ſhall the duſt; return to the 
earihb as it was , and the Spirit ſhall return unto 
Gudwho gave it, Eccleſ, 12.7, Prepare thy {el 
therefore to lie down in the earth, which thou 
art now manuring - get dying thoughts, for 
thou art bus dying datt. | 
\ 3. From the quality of his ground, he mult 
learn his lIefſon, When you walk over a fruitful 
fi:1d,the 6ght of it pleaſeth you; and a fruitful 
heaxt and life would pleaſe God much = 
| | | , 
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This ſhower of rain hath made my field better? 
Did the latt ſhower from Heaven make my 
heart better? Heb.6.7,For the earth that drink- 
eth in the rain that cometh often uh01 it , and 
bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is 
dreſſed, recciveth bleſſing from God. Shall my 
ground be blcflcd,and:not my heart?Is a fruit- 
ful field a pleaſant fight? O how much more 
bleled fight is a ſ{erious growing and holy 
heart? Awake therefore, O my foul, leſt thy 
ground do ſhame thee, and let the Earth rife 
up in judgment againſt him that tills ic, 

Again, when the Husbandman is in his bar- 
ren ground , there he learns the danger of u#- 


 fruntfulnel(s. For faith the Scripture, Heb.s6 8. 
: That which beareth thorns and bryars s rejected, 


and nigh unto curſing,whoſe exd is to be burned. 

Do I turn that ground to Commons, that will 

briag neither Corn nor Grals after all my coſt? 

What then will become of me it | be untruit- Fx revra 
ful? Is ir intollerable in the ground, and is it ferril? pro» 


not much more in earth refined ? Awake my —_— 
| iquands Ct- 
barren heart and fall cto work, Ile go home ./,..._.. 


and mend my pace:and bring forth fruits meet nous &5 ex 


for repentance., leſt while L feem bleſſed on terr: flerile 


earth , I prove to be accurſed from Heaven, ÞP!*!rojum 


C1 OUR, 
And thus the barren ground. reads a ftruittal mer egpel 


lecture to the obſerving Husbandman. = peg, 
4. His fourth lefſon is from the improviag of 

his ground. He finds that the dirty manureis. 

necelliry to make his ground tertile,L#k.13.8. 

Not only the Fig-tree, but che Vineyard nuult 


be digg'd and dung'd, ele it will grow weedy, 


KR 4 oather | 
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gather moſs and be fruitleſs. And here our 
Husbandman learns the neceſſity and benefit of 


afflidion. Here's a piece of ground 3 alas with- 


out much pain [] ſhall reap no profit. And here's 
an heart, that will bring forth little, without 
much pains and colt, Aﬀictions are profitable, 
but not pleaſant at all ; they fall upon us by a 
neceſlity, (If need be) ye are in manifold tem- 
ptations.x Pet 1.6.Let a man live two or three 
years without affliction, and he is almoſt good 
for nothing 3 he cannot pray,nor meditare,nor 
deny himſelf, he gathers abundance of mols 
and ruſt 3 bur let God finite him in his child, 
or cliate,or health,now he can find his tongue, 
he is awake, aud is in good carneſt, now heis 
humble and mortified,and quite another mani; 
Olattiction is the growing toyl.God hath noy 
as much honour again from him as he had be- 
fore, Hereupon many good Husbands think, 
that 1mproving is better than purchaſing : the 
Lord hath (ucha large improvement from one 
ef his ſervants after a-li&ion, that it brings in 
as much, as if he had converted a man out of 
the rough. And now thinks the Husbandman, 
my pains and coſt is well beſtowed ; this crop 
rewards me : And ſo ſayes God, This amend- 
ment pleaſcth me ; this rod was well beſtow- 
ed. And thus doth God chide himſelf friends 
with his poor Children, and heals them by his 
ſiripes: and this the Husbandman lcarns from 
the improving of his Ground. Ee 
5. The Husbandmans fifth leflon is, from 
fencing of his ground. He obferves, that after 


/ 


all 


Calling. 
all his coſt and labour in his field , one gap or 
breach 1s able to ruine all his hopes, and there- 
fore concludes the neceflity of a fence, for the 
receiving of his deſerved ptofe, Here my Corn 
is ſown, but my labour's loſt without care to 
preſerve 1t 3 up Sirs, let us be deing,this fictd 
muſt be fenced, or all is loſt, And hence the 
Husbandman learns the duty of watchfulneſs, 
and concludes, that without it an everlaſting 
ſoul 15 Iofſt, When God him(clf hath ſown the 
precious ſeed-of Goſpel-truth in the heart, 
and plac'd many orieat Graces in the ſou, 
there is no ſmall need of a ſerious and conſtant 
watch, elſe Setan and his infiruments will 
quickly lay them waft, Let the field of your 
heart be never fo richly laden with know- 
ledge, love, zeal; yet it one gap be left open 
tor the Boar out of the Wood, or the Foxes of 
the field, toany one conſcience- waſting cor- 
ruption, open or ſecret, all will be deſtroyed, 
Prov. 24. 30. 1 went by the field of the man 
void of underſtanding, and loe the ſtone 
wall thereof was broken down. Here wasa ticld 
without a fence; but did the paſſenger gather 
nothing hence? verſe 32. Then 1 ſaw and con- 
ſidered it well, f ] was thinking what I might 
learn from it ] / looked uponit,and received itt 
fradion. My neighbours folly taught me wil- 
dom, I was inſtructed by it 3 this ouward ob- 
je& taught me an inward leffon. So ſhould the - 
Husbandman by the breaches in his Neighbors 
walls , be taught to repaix the neglects of his 
"Cs, Own 
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own watch. How {oon isa pair of Flood-gate 
in the Fen-Countrics drawn up ? How hard. 
ly can we draw out the waters again ? Ah 

3tis,Cyou may belieye lighing experience )ſoit 
is with a poor foul 3 you may a thouſand times 
more carctully keep out a fin and cruſh a Cock. 
atrice in the Egg, than rid the ſoul of its wo- 
ful chains and fetters 2tterwards . Its watch: 
fulneſs and prayer, chat only can keep tempta: 
t10n out. | 

6. The Husbandmans f1xth lefſon is, from 
the Graſſi ot his ground, This he hath daih 
a pleaſant view of, and now and then makes: 
Book of it, and every Graſs is a Letter, yea,a 
Word, yea,a Sermon to him ? A Sermon ſome- 
times of his own frailty : For how doth it 
flouriſh in the morning,and the many coulou: 
xcd weeds therein ſmile and dance ? 'and it 
night they are cut down and withered , their 
beauty gone 1n a few dayes, and then here 
IRcmoers whas is ſaid, Iſai, 40.6,7. All flſhi 
Graſs,znd the goodlineſs thereof as the flower if 

#be Graſs:The Graſs withereth,the flower fadeth: 
Sure the people is Graſs, And ſo he goes his 
way with an heart mortified , and weaned to 
the world, and all things in it, ſeeing theres 
fo lictle difterence between his Graſs and him. 
Thc Grats iprung lately of the ground, and {0 
did hc, 'oniy he 15 the Senior Grals ; and the 
Grais it xcfoly d into the earth again , and (0 
muſt he 3 only he livesa while longer. And 
more particalaily, the Husbandman learns 


Nh uct 


r 


Calling. 
hence the ſhort-liv'd happineſs of wicked 
men, that riſe up ſuddenly in the world, and 
rage as they were woo'd, bur like the Graſs 
they periſh out of hand , and their places for*+ 
get them. God lets them alone a while, as the 
Husbandman doth his Meadow,cats them not 
down by aftlictions , but hedges them by his 
providence, as if he had more carc of them 
than of all his demeſne befides; but mows 
them down at Icngth, and cuts them off in a 
moment, Pſal.92.7. When the wicked ſpring as 
the Graſs , and when all the workers of iniquity 
ao flouriſh, it is that they ſpmuld be deſtroyed for 
ever. 

And then again, the. Graſs preaches to the 


Husbandman, Relyance #pox the Providence of 


God, Thinks he, here I have a great family,and 
many C hildren,and certain provifion for them 
I have none, but Mat.6,3 0: If God thus cloath 
the Graſs of the field which to day is,andto mor- 
row z4 caſt into the Oven , ſhall he not much more 
cloath me and mine, i6 I have any faith ? Hath 
common providence ſuch care of Graſs, and 
not much more on men and women ? Away 
diſtruſt, be filent all my fears, God will provide 
for me and mine. What if 1 leave a fſhiftlef$ 
Wife, and unable Children behind me : This 
poor Grafs cannot ſhift for its (elf, and. yet its 


ſupported, and fed, and fenced, till { think it” 


fit to cut it down: And ſo ſhall they be fed, 
and fenced, till God think fit to have them 


7. The 
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7. The Seventh Leſſon that our Husband. 
man learns is, from the Thorns in his ground, 


It is ſaid, Fudg. 8. 16. That Gideon took the 
Elders,and thorns of the wilderneſs,and bryars, 
#1d with them he tanght the Men of Succoth, 
Hebr, He threfhed them, he taught them what 
it was to affront God and his inſtruments. And 
much may a good Husband, an holy man learn 
out of a Theme, God being the teacher. And 
here 1. The Husbandman 1s taught to rc- 
member his fallin Adam. One of the Fathers 


would weep at the fight of the Roſe , becauſe 


before Adam fell, he thought the Roſe had no 


pricles, but the Fall bred chem: certain it is, 


the curſe of Thorns began at the Fall, Gen. 3. 
18. Thorns alſo and Thiſtles ſhall it bring forth 
to thee. So that every prick with the Thom 
may wound thy hearc with the remembrance 
of that woful Shipwrack in thy Father Adam, 
Thy Rebcllion againſt God breeds their Re- 
bellion againſt theez every Bryar bending its 
ſiting againſt their Creators Enemy, or at leall 
giving thee a ſharp memento of that Apoliacy, 
And 2, By them he learns the nature, uſe,and 
end of wicked mex , whom the Lord accounts 
| but as a brake of thorns, Ezek,2. 6. Son of man, 
be not afraid of them, meither be afraid of their 
words, though briars and thorns be with thee, 
The Husbandman is not afraid of a buſh of 


Thorns ; he knows the Thorns original is. 
but from the curſe; though their uſe may be | 


to fence the Field , their end 1s to be caſt into 
* the 


the Fire. And hereby he learns, that wicked 
men are no wonder : fince the curſe there have 
been Thorzs in the W/oed, as (ure as Corn in the 
Field zbut he is content to ſuffer by them, fore- 
ſceing their end to' be Jamentable. And at pre- 
ſent their joyes are but like the crackling of 
Thorns under a Pot.. A great noiſe, but little 


heat,and lefs continuance : eſpecially conſider- 


ing, that God makes divers ot them fences and 
ſateguards to the good againſt their own wills, 
and- that God {tops a gap ſometimes with a 
wicked man, whcreþy his godly neighbour is 
preſcrved:and ſo he is kept trom envy at them, 
ſeeing he knows rhe thorns. grow green but 
till the Husbandman hath need to uſe them 
for the hedge,and then lye there only till they 
be rotten and ripe for the fire. 

8. The Eighth Leſſon the Husbandman 
learns in his Ground is, frum the Stoxes of his 
Ground : and thele,though they do ſometimes 
bring into his mind Jeſus Chriſt , that I:virg 
Stone; and occafion otherwhiles thoughts at 
that white Stone of Ablſolution he hath tolong 
pantcd after, ( as an induſtrious Chriſtian can 
gct profit out cf a Flint ) yet from them he 1s 
moſt effectually taught., the miſery of an bard 
beart. The Plough soes through themn,and yet 
they are Stones, nay, it's ſometimes broken by 
them;but they no ſofter : The Rain falls oft on 
them, but they are hard ſtill ;* T he Sun warms 


| them, bur they relent not. Ar the end of his 
| Leaſe,the H usbandman kaves themas he finds 


them, 
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them, not a grain of fruit from them in an age: 
Some of the biggeſt 1t may be he throws out of 
his ground , but leaves the leſſer in it till the FL 
end of the World. And this teaches him much; N# 
he looks upon them, and receives inſiruction. Nga 
He is 111 troubled with theſe Stones under his Fit! 
feet, but he is worſe troubled with the ſtone in Jpre 
his heart 3 he thinks on his ſins, and cannot £7” 
weep for them he looks at him whom he hath 
pierced, and cannot mourn over him 3 he hears -J9! 
of the calamities of the godly, and ſees the £Þa! 
wickedneſs of the ungodly, and cannot break JI Vc 
His heart for them, He knows not what to do £8" 
with this fione within: 7c puts in the Plough Jia 
of mortification, he tears up his heaxt by con- (VC 
vincing aggravations of h1s jjnz he puts 1is un, Ja 
der the dropping of holy Ordinances as oft,as £9 
he can, remembring that = G#7t2 cavar J2þ;- NV 
dem,n0n vi ſed ſafe cadendo, He jaits and prayes, £0 
time after time; yet all would not work, but wh 
that God cones in ( that of « ſtoze ca 11he s (nc 
Son of Abraham ) and quite takes away this I! 
heart of ſtone,and gives inftead thereof an heart. 
of fleſh. And O that every Hucbandinan would 
take this courſe,ply the means, plead the Pro- 
miſes, get the heart diffolvcd, leaſt it be de- 
firoyed. You get the Stones out of the ground, 
 O get them out of your hearts, leaſi for the fix 
of hardneſs, God give you up to the curſe of 
hardneſs, and forſake you for ever. | 
9. The Ninth Leſſon the Husbandman learns 
is, from the Forms of his Ground ; Theſe he 
+ __ convyerlcs 
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converſes with every day, and draws acquain=- 


tance to them, becauſe they are of kin. And the 
Leſſon he lcarns from themis , his own mea 
81nd low condition , and a potent argument a- 


| eainſt pride. If a worm ſhould take on, lift up 


it ſelf, and be proud, then any thing may be 
proud, Fob 23+.9 Him much Iifs mantovat is a 
worm, aud the Sou of max that a a worm, Here 
35a WOrmm, this 15 2 mcan Creature 112-compari- 
jon of me, but | am a mcaner creature in com- 
pariſon of GoJ, How ez lily can I cruſh this 
worm with my foot ? and morecaſily en the 
great God cruſh mc into pieces. Ii the Lord 
had no niore mcicy on me, than Thave of this 
worm, O what would b:come of ine ?. © what 
reaſon have 7 to be huinble, fecing tacle ver 
worms, it God did {ay the word, could calls 
ranquiſh and devour me : that were not ajraid 
to (ct upon a Kivg in in kis grcatelt Pump, 
when the great God did clap them on the back 
and ſet them on, Ads 12:23. And immediately 
the Angel of the Lord ſmite him,becauſe hegave 
wt God the glory , and he was (eaten uh ma 
Worms and gave #p the Ghoſt. Tne Angel gave 
the firſt blow, to give the worms hold of him 
and then eyery one had a morſel of his fle(b, 
and ſacked up that blood whercin the glory of 
God did 'not ſwims an hoſt of Maggots OVEr> 
threw him, *and kill'd him dead. Whata low 
opinion muſt he have of himſelf, that mult fay 
tothe worm, Fob 17.14. Thox art my mother 
and my fiſter © Thou arc a reaſonable worm, 
and that's all. 10. The 
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19. The tenth Leſſon the Hasbandmui 
learns is,from the poor Ant or Piſmire. And to 
her, God himſelf ſends him to School, Prov.6.6. 
Go to the Ant thou ſluggerd, conſider her way, 
and be wiſe : which having no guide, overſeer, or 
raler,provideth ber meat in the ſummer, and gu 
thereth her food in the harveſt. Set thy (elf by 
mole-hill, and there ſtand , and behold thoſ: 
ſmall creatures, how bulic they are 3 they ſtand 
not ſtill, nor go at an idle rate, but run ever 
foot , they carry a burden as big as themſclve, 
every day they work. and this with incredibl: 
cheerfulneſs 3 they murmure not, they quar 
xcl not, but know their place and butinels, and 
that is to provide for winter. And now what 
learns the ſiudivus Husbandman from this 
Book ! Why, here he learns Indaſtry and dili- 
gence a cheerful induſtry in his place. Shall 
Nature tcach this Ant more than Reaſon tea- 
ches me ? Shall a blind inſftin& make her pro 
vident; and ſhall the Bible ſuffer me to be pro- 
fuſe ? See how ſheruns in her duty, and ſhil 
T ſleepor creep in mine? Nay , will not this 
poor Piſmire riſe up to condemn me, for ny 
negled of creaſuring up for Eternity? my win- 
ter 15 drawing on, there's no providing inthe 
Grave, and yet where's my proviſion tor ano 
ther world ? I open this hillock and fee the 
Ants proviſion : But I open my ſoul, and ther: 
find little or no proviſion. ' Awake, O flug: 
gard, up and be doing, run for thy life, work 
for eternity , freaſure up that which a ſoul 
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may live oh in atiothet world ; leſt thy Harveſt 
be paſt, thy Summer ended, ey thou be not 
ſaved, Here's a little Creature and yet a great 
Politician. Well, I am convinced. [ ant reſol- 
yed, Ile trifleno more ; theſe Piſmires are at 
my mercy, andI amat Gods, and therefore 
I will do what I can with all my might, 
though I am poor in this world, that I may be 
rich in the next. 

Theſe and ſuch like Leſſons may the careful 
Husbandman learn out of his ground, where- 
by it yields him double profit : food for his 
body, and a feaſt for his ſoul. | 


SECT. 17. 


I 1, F*He Second Book of the Husbandman, Leffons 
wherein he may read lomething of from his 

God, is, His Cara. The faine word in the He- c_ | 

brew that is uſed for an'Ear of Corn, fignifies uw, 

allo a Word. As if every held of Conn were the 77 

Husbandmans Book, every Land or Butt a oe os * 

Leaf, every Sheat a Verſe of praile, cvery Eat "_ 

a Word, every corn of Wheat a Letter to cx- 

preſs the praiſe of God, and duty of man. In 

the ſame meal one man feeds his Lults, and 


| another his Graces and in the fame held one 
| man fills his Barn, and another man fills his 


beart:Sothata good Husband hath two Grops 
S | xr 
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in one year, the one keeps his body, the other 
helps to keep his ſoul alive, 
And here, TH 
1. The Husbandman learns ſomething from 
his Plowing for Corn. And this teaches him 
the uſe of Godly Sorrow, Jer.q..z. Break wp your 
fallow ground, and ſow not among thorus. What 
is fallow good for.? Put in the Plough., ſeyts 
God to ſome ſpiritual Husbandman , I ſhall 
have no Rent hence until the Plough go here; 
plow mea long furrow here ; O Lord, crys ' 
the Soul,I can torrow for my fin,I am broken; 
plow deeper, ſayes God, fetch up theſe weeds 
by the roots 3 now he cryes,An undone finner; 
The Law hath quite undone we 3 my heart's 
is rent and forn within me ; all the world for 
one {mile of Chriſt. Now, ſayes God, thou ſhalt 
have it. I meant thee no more hurt than the 
Husbandman means his field, Plowing is hard 
work, butt brings ſweet profits So compun: 
ion is hard work indeed letting one blood in 
the heart, this goes near 3 but it's profitable, 
the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs pay for 
all: the. Plough makes one ſweat, but the 
crop Makes ones ſing z and without this plow- 
Ing in tears,we ſhould never reap in joy, Am: 
6. 12. Shall Horſes run upon the Rock f wil 
ene plow there with Oxen? No man will do it; 
and yet, ſayes God, there I muſt plow, or no 
where: 1 mutt ſqueeze water out of a Flint, 
and make a rocky heart mourn, or never cure 
it, Thus our Husbandman learns Humiliation 
at 


Of 
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at his Plough,and ſtudies a broken heart;while 
he is breaking up his ground. - 

And then his Plough' teaches him the necd + 
of a Yatchfal Perſeverance, Luk.9.62. No man 
baving put his hand to the plough , and looking 
back ,u fit for the Kingdom of God. He finds the 
careleſs eye makes many a balk, and it muſt be 
a ſaid and conſiant obſervation, that makes an 
even furrow 3 wherein if he fail, he goes home 
with ſhame. And he knows the Plough will 


do good no longer than it's followed , and 


cthere'sno leaving it, it he mean tolive. And 
this helps him to conſider, of the conftant need 


he hath to obſerve his wayes,to cleave an hair, 
_ and draw an even furrow in all his courſes: ts 


beware of cxtreams in being over-righteous, 
or over- wicked ; knowing that one broad fur- 


tow will require another to make it fmooth,or 
elſe require a narrow one to drive it even. And 


therefore he concludes,” there's no fſJecping at 


_ plough no throwing up his worthy work of 
| Religion for any difficulty in it, ti} his harveſt 


come in Heaven , where he ſhall reſi from Þ:15 


labours, and þ4# works all follow him. 


2. The'Second Leſſon which the Husb:nd- 
man may learn from his Corn is,from the Sow» 
ing of it, And hence he may learn, 

1. How to hear: For ſo hath our Lord Jeſus 
taught him hence, Mat.13 who there cakes the 


Husbandman upon himlc!f, and reckons h1s = 


and his Miniſters preaching, like the ſowing of 
Seed, Where he tmds four forts of ground,and 
Es: Out 


T, 
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but one fort ſound and good. [t is three to one 
in a Congregation, that the hearers miſcarry 
tn hearing. Here I have precious Seed, fayes 


the Husbandman, but it I ſhould calt it in this 
high- way, or among yonder thorns, or elſe on 


the rocks, what crop.could I expe? It would 


be caſt away : and what is my earthly Seed to 
the heavenly Seed of. my Lord aud God? who 
not only ſcatters Seed , but ofters Pearls, yea 
Blood,the precious blood of Chriſi,and it's caſt 
away, if I bring an hard or worldly heart to 
the Word of God.O then what need have I] to 
prepare before , and to watch inthe hearin 

thereof, leſt I receive that Grace of God in vain. 
How fruitleſs would that feed be, that is ſown 
on the green-ſod, betore the ground be plow- 
cd ? | would not venture one handful of Sced 
upon it. * ['le therefore plow up my heart by 
eodly forrow for my former negligences, that 
the Lord may now Sow ix Righteouſneft, and 
that I may reap in mercy : for | know as I ſow 
fo ſhall I reap, when 1 ſow Fitches,I look not 
ro reap Wheat 3 no more muſt I exped to ſow 
dead durties,and reap lively returns. I mutt not 
look to reap anFthing but corruption, if I ſow 
to the fleſh ; It Texpect clean corn, ] muſt ſow 


clean ſced; and-it { look for life everlaſting, I 


muſt {ow to the Spirit. And herein alſo, 

' 2. The Husbandman is taught Bountiful 
A'ns giving,tor as much as he tinds by experi- 
ence, he that ſowcth ſparingly, thall reap ipa- 
110g'y, and he which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall 
rcap bountitully. He obſerves the increaſe 15 
treble 
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treble to the laying out , and thethicker he 


 ſows,{(obſerving rules of prudence) the thicker 


it comes up, and pays him fully, . both for his 
labour, and his forbearance. And he that can 
truſt his Secd in the boſome of the Earth,j can 
truſt his Charity in the hands of God 3; and 
therefore of that little he hath, his poor Neigh- 
bours ſhall have part. Heaven will] repay itall, 


Eeeleſ. 11 4. 


3- The third Leſſon which the Husband- 
man learns ftrym nis Corn, is from the Spring- 
ing of it : and hence he learns the Nature both 
of the firſt and ſecond Reſurretion.Firit, he per- 
ceives hence the ſtrange working of Grace in his 
ſoul, Mark 4.26. So is the Kingdom of God, as 
if a man ſoould caſt ſeed into the ground, and 
ſhould ſleep, and riſe aight aud day, and the ſeed 
ſhould, fpring, andgrow np be knoweth not boxy. 
There he throws his {ced into the cold 


 ground,and goes his way,and behold e're long 


it comes up, but he knows not how. Juſt thus, 
cryes he, wasit. with my heart 3 1 feel ſome 
ſupernatural work in me, but Kknow not how 
'twas wrought, Seed ] remember was cafl up- 
on me, but how this ſorrow, this faith, this 
love is wrought in me, 1 know not, What a 
bleſſed change is here * > a held of thorns into. a 
held of corn, Sure, Lord, thy hand has been 
here z and 'tis thou malt perfect the work of 
thy own hands. This Zgrecn corn mult have 
many a ſhower betore it be ripe, this mult haye 
the'former and the latt-x rain : aud fo muſt T, 
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And this minds the Husbandman of frequent- 


ing all the means of Grace he can,and there he . 


layes bis ſoul under the droppings of Heaven 


with unſpeakable delight,and goes away from | 


every Ordinance more green and freſh than he 
was before. 
Hence again, he learnis ſomething of the 72ſt 


Reſwrreion, 1 Cor. 15.35. But ſome man will 


Jay, How are the dead raiſed up ? Thou fool, that 
which thou ſoweſt is not quickned, except it aye ; 
a—n——t ;; ſown in corruption , it is raiſed in 
zncorruption. The Husbandman remembers,he 


{owed his Corn white and withered , butit | 


comes up freſh and green: it lay in the ground, 

till it ſeem'd loft and periſht , but that dying 
was to give it lifez and that corn,which to his 

{cnſe was dead and gone, e're leng to his ſenſe 

35 revived , and in greater glory than before, 

And ts it thus, faith the Husbandman 2? Why, 

then this withexcd body of mine, is but ſown 

in the grave, to ſpring up again without theſe 

imperfeCions, It is to be ſown deeper, becauſe 

it muſt ſpring up higher,than my corn ; What 

_ though I dye,conſume and periſh to the eye of 
icnſe, yet though worms deftroy this body, in my 
fleſh ſhall [ ſex Ged:;and though I live and dye in 
d1ſhonour, yet 7 ſhall riſc again in honour. He 
that raiſes up my-corn,can raiſe up me. He can 
effect one Reſurrection at laft, "that cauſes a 
Reſurrection in-my field every year. How ma- 
ny thouſands of men and women ſhall ſpring 
up then out of this one Church-yard ?: You 
ſhall fee nolefs, T believe, than fifty or hy 
1 0 eras is are ads. <_ 
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' ſcore thouſand come up, . at the ſpring of the 


Reſurre&ion in this one Chnrch-yard, How 
dreadful then will the whole appearance be at 
chat great day. 


4. The fourth Leffon that the Husbandman 
may learn from his Corn is, from the Reaping 
and In-gathering of it» And this cffcQtually 
minds him of the End of the world,Mat.13.39. 
The Harveft is the end of the World, and the . 
Reapers are the Angels, Beloved, the world 
hath grown a long while, it hath grown lon- 
ger than the old world by two thouſand 
years ; ſo that now the fields are white to the 
harvelt, and { doubt, if it grow longer, it will 
grow worſe every day than other. Now when 
the Husbandman ſees his field is ripe, then he. 
puts in his Sickle, ſets in his Reapers,and down 
it goes : The weeds that haveeſcaped till then 
20 down, and are bundled :together, and caft 
away. And fo, when the holy and wiſe God 
ſees his Ele& ripe for-glory , and the Repro> 
bates for ruine, then he caJls to his Angels, as 
fFoel 3.13. Pwtyein the ſickle, for the harveſt is 
ripe, come, get you down, for the preſs is full, for 
their wickedneſs is great, What a brave faght 
will it be,to ſee the Angels reaping ? And then 
thoſe hypocrites, that have grown in Gods 
ficld with the corn , and had their part in the 
ſhowers above, and fatneſs beneath, with the 
corn it felf, ſhall be gathered \into bundles a 
bundle of proud creatures,a bundle of worldly 
creatures, a bundle of wanton wretches, and 
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caſt into hell fixe: there ſhall be weeping and 
gnathing of teeth, And then fhall true Holineſs 
be richly rewarded, which alſo the Husband- 
man hath occaſion to think-of in his harveſt, 
What pains had he in fowing? how did he 
{weat at plow,but now he is richly paid. The 


Vallies are covered with corn , they (ſhout tor - 
joy,thcy alſo fing,they make the Hysbandman * 


co ling He went forth weeping, bearing preciow 
Seed, Pal. 126. ult. But now he comes again re- 
joycing, bringing his ſheaves with him. And he 
learns by this, that his faſting, and prayers,and 
telt-denial though ſharp and dithcult, yet will 
quit the colt at the long run. He hath a natural 
taith to believe his pains for the Earth will pay 
his charge, and make him merry once in the 
year zand he hath a ſpiritual faith , to believe 
his pains tor Heaven, will bring much greater, 
ſurer,and ſweeter gains, Drudging at the har; 
row, that's ſharp 3 but ſwceping down the 
wheat, that's {weer. Prayers and tears he finds 
to colt him dear:but Grace and glory pay him 
home. The Sluggard, Pro.2 0.4. will aot plow by 
reaſon of cold,therefore ſhall he beg in harveſt,and 
bave nothing. The idle hand ſhall have an empty 
barn ; he ſhall beg, and have nothing, when 
harveſ} comes. Here the idle poor glean at har- 
velt,and get ſomething 3 but O what millions 
of Ecggars will there be at that great harvef;, 
crying.give us of your Oyl?but they ſhall haye 
nothing : the Godly Father ſhall not ſpare the 
ungodly Child one drop of Oyl, nor the reli- 
ious Wife to the graccleſs Husband, bh: 
: : Wig 
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who would now ſpare a drop of their hearts- 
blood to ſave their Relations 3 then will not, - 
cannot, muſt not ſpare them one drop of Oy1, 
to fave their fouls, Matth. 25.9 

And from the In-gathering of his Corn he 
larns this Leflon, That when his Soul is ripe 
and ready,God will leave him no longer in the 
held below , but will houſe him in Heaven 
above, and will bring him into his grave ina 
full age » like as @ ſhock, of corn cometh in in its 
ſeeſon, And if he ſee a ſtorm coming, he will 
make forme haſte to ſecure him before it falls 3 
235 the Husband man hurries in his corn, when - 
he ſces/danger of the rain. Thou long'f till thy 
corn be in the barn 3 and Chriſt longs till thou 
bein heaven. He is not compleat without thee, 
Job 17.24. Father, I will that they whom thox 
boft given me, be with me, where I am: haſte 
home my Children unto me. And at laſt, wel- 
come O Sons of God , you have been long 1n 
coming in, but out ye ſhall never go again. 


5, The fifth Leflon the Husbandman learns 
from his Corn is, from the Threſhing of his 
Corn. And this teaches him the neceſſity of af- 
flidion, He fees that Corn in the Ear will do 
him no good , it\muſt be beaten. out with the 
Flail 3 though this work be painful, yet its 
needful :threſhing mult be had.Grace is in the 
husk, while proſperity laſts, appears little, 
works little, is little ; bur the flail of affliction 
beats it out, makes it ſenſible and lively. How 
wcak 
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weak are we 1n faith, till God threſh usbyſ, 


ſome dilafter or other ? Gods flail comes anif;,. 


cryes , Come forth thou grain of Faith! and 
when the heart is tough, he is inforced to lay if 
on the rhore and greater blows, Iſz. 21,10. 0], 


my tbreſhing,and the corn of my floor. At length 


that Grace that lay hid in the husk, come 
forth z and then O the faith, the humility,the ;. 


patience,the goodneſs that appears,cyen where 
little was dreamt of before ! How mellow and 
ſweet doth a fit of ficknc(s, the loſs of a child, 
Or a priſon make the ſoul, to whom it 15 bleſ+ 
ſed? The ſweeteſt Spices enjoy their: own 


ſweetneſs, till they be bruiſed ; then they dit- 


fuſc-it, and all the room perceive their odour: 
and the moſi precious Saints are oftentimes 
hid,till they be bruiſed by the Croſs of Chriſt 
Believe every creature that afflicts thee, to be 


Gods flait; and anſwer his deſigns therein, Fly 


not in his face like the chaff, but fall downat 


his feet like the good corn, 1/2.10.5. O Aſh- 


rian,the Rod of mine auger,and the ſtaffein their 
hand is my indignation. And God knows when 
:t's tune to threſh thee, and how many ſtrokes 
to give, Fer.51-33. 7 be Daughter of Babylon 
is like a threſhing floor : It i time to threſh her, 


Let him alone when and how long to threſh 


his corn. An hard heart will not be cured with 
a little Jabour; How many workmen hath God 
tired out upon thy heart ? Repent betimes, 
leſt chou be threſht for ever. | 


6, The | 
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6: The fixth Leſſon the Husbandman learns 
{om his Corn 1s, from the Winnowing it : And 
therefore he learns the reaſon of temptation, 
Luke 22:31. Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
tired ro have youthat he may ſift you as wheat. 
8th Bhat, an heap of grain. ſeems to lie in the * 
wry Barn ? but- whena firong wind comes,it parts 
the it, and leaves the corn in a little room, Jult ſo 
here Ny. number of religious perſons looks great 
and YCometimes, Then God ſuffers Satan to raiſe a 
ld, Fvind of perſecution, and that doth ſo fift and 
leſs fan them, that they prove but few, that are 
'WN Faithful to the death; the greatet half was 
dif- chaff, too light for the tryal,and they are blown 
ur: F:away. O Sirs, God will have clean wheat for 
NC Bf Heaven 3 not a tare that muſt come there, 

itt, Yea,in the hearts of Gods own people there 
be 5a great heap, but it's grace and fin together. 
ly B when they are tryed, the grace will be found 
at FI but litcle, and the fin great. As in that caſe of 
D- I Prrer above. There appeared a fair ſhow on 
| the floor, but it was wheat and chaff together; 
M FJ and upon the winnowing of Peter , his faith _ 
© Fandcourage went into a little room, and there 
M I was much chaffin him. But the ſironger is the 
'. £ wind, the cleaner is the corn 3 and fo the ſar 
n fer the tryal is, the purer it leaves them that 
Ml bg upright in heart. This temptation made _ 
C I Peter the healthier , and the better while he 
” | lived: and you may obſerve his future courage 
made ſignal amends for his former cowardize. 
And uſually one time or other, Jeſus Chriſt 

| : comes 
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comes with his fan in his hand , and doth he 
throughly purge his floor,and then gathers hixffic to 
wheat into the garner, and burns the chaffſſaut 
with fire unquenchable. And ſuch Leſſons x; ef tl 
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theſe the Husbandman learns from his Corn, 
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bandman may learn' ſomething of 
God is, from bzs Flocks, The dulleft of Cattel 
may teach their Maſter ſomewhat. The Ox 
knoweth bis Owner,and the Aſs his Maſters cri, 
but-my people doth not know : See the miſery of 
poor man , that muſt go to School to the Oxe 
and AſG;yct bchold the felicity,man that learns 


ſomewhat from the meaneft creatures. It's (ad, 


that we have need to learn of them: it's wel 


. we have the art to learn of them, The reatel 


of men may learn from the leaſt of creatures; 


and the filly A{s may reprove a Propher, when 
God fets in with it. 


1. The ficſ Leſſon the Husbandman may 


_ learns, from his Oxen, And there he learns, 


1. Patient induſtry. He obſerves his Oxc 
that's ignorant of the will of God, or the re- 


ward of Heaven ; yet day by day works till he 
be 


and 
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be weary, keeps his place and furrow, though 
it toil him every ſtep , .carries his yoke with= 
out grieving at it 3 and (ſuffers the ſharp viſits 
of the Goad without renitency or oppolition ; 
Kind expects nothing but food for his labour. 
{nd this inſtructs and quiets the Husbandman 
n his painful Calling, He knows he hath as 

ach reaſon to work for God, as his Oxe hath 

o work for him; and that he expects a far 

eater reward , and therefore he is content to 

ary himſelf day by day;he keeps in his place 

nd furrow, though his idle neighbour would 

us- Fempt him out to vain company, His yoke 1s 

of ſomewhat heavy , but he knows it will grow 

tel Wighter by bearing it in his youth: and though 

xe ic fecl the goad of domeſtick afflictions ſome= 

ib, Wimes in bs fide, yet he frets not, but mends his 

of \Wace : a night will come at length, when the 
xe FFeary are at reſi, 


ns | 2. He learns hence Fuftice to bis painful Mi- 


d, \Wifter, 1 Cor. 9.9, /t is written in the Law of 
11, Moſes, Thor ſalt not muzzle the mouth of the 
elt {Wie, that zreadeth out the Corn. Doth God take 
$3 Wore for Oxen # or-ſaith be it altogether for owr 
en Water ? For our ſakes, no doubt, that z written, 

[bat be that ploweth, ſhould plow in hope, — 

he Oxe gets thy corn , and thou givelt him 
ay Wome of the ſtraw at leaft. And thy caretul Mt- 
» Wer , whoſe charge 1s weighty , and whole 
Xc Fins are great, hath as good aright to thy 
ce W-rthly things, as thou halt to his Spririzuals. 
he ſhe Husbandman therefore that fodders his 
be (xc, will not ſiarve his Miniſter and therefore 
what 
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what the Law allows ,. ov his own heart hath 


purpoſed befides,he ſupplies him with all poſ- 
tible ſpeed and alacrity. He knows in feeding 
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| his Oxe he feeds his own body and children; 
and in {upporting kis Miniſter , he feeds his 
own ſoul, and the ſouls of his. 


2. The (ſecond Lefſon the Hasbandman may 
learn is, from his Kzxez from whom he learns 
daily fruitfulneſs, He ſces they pay their tri- 
bute every day, yea, twice a day to him: And 
therefore will he every day pay his tribute un- 
to God. The better paſture he brings themto, 
the more milk they bring him home ; whereby 
he learns , that the greater fiock ot efiate he 
 hath,as he pays more rent to man, fo he ought 
to pay more thanks and fruits unto God, He 
trembles, left his ſoul ſhould prove like Phars- 
oh's lean Kine, Gen. 41. 19. -That deveured the 
fat, and continnedlean, [t is leanneſs that makes 
them 111 favoured, and there's no uncomelineſs 
like unproficiency. A lean foul under tatting 
means, 1s an ll favoured tight, He-contiders 
that if once his Kine grow fat and not fruitful 
the next Range will be the Shambles: anc 
thence he concludes,that outward fulne(s, wit 
leanneſs in the foal, is the ſarcft preface to de 
ſirucionzand therefore he carnelily deprecate 
the {in of barrennefs, and ſtrives in his place,tc 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, Q hou 
many may God betipcak, as he did thoſe, Ams 
' 4.1. Heart he word ye Kine of Baſhan ? Fat! 
eftates, and fat at heart ; whom Gods bount) 


feed] 
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feeds a while, artd»whom his Juſtice will cut 
off for ever. Better for (ſuch they had been in 
ng MY the place of their pooreſt Tenants, yeaz in the 
n ; | condition of their very beaſts that periſh; 


3. The third Leſſon the Hasbandman learns 
from his Flocks is, from the Horſe, and that is 
nay || the v2iſery and danger of ignorance, Pal. 32.9. 
ms {| Be ye #202 as the Horſe or Mule, which have no 
tri- | wnderſtanding; whoſe mouth muſt be held in with 
ind bit and bridle, The ignorant Horſe is ridden 
un-ſaiy whither : and the Devil may ride the ig- 
to, ff vorant ſoul to hell, and he not know whither 
heis going. O let the Husbandman therefore 
make a ſtop oftentimes, and examine, whither 
am TIgoing? Am Jin the way to heaven or 
hell? Alas, the faſter 1 go, the fooner I ſhall 
ars-fbeat my journeys end 3 and what if that be 
J hell? Well therefore, IT will ſeek Knowledge bs 
Jl flver,and cry after it as for hidden tresſure, and 
J cpecially of my ({1f, and of my eternal eftate ; 
F that while I know my houſe,and grounds,and 
attc], T may not be ignorant of my own ſelf. 
dlas, if this Horſe knew his. own firength, he 
would never be uſed as he 1s 3 neither wouldff 
thou be ridden at the Devils pleaſure, if thou 
id underfiand thy (clt : unhorle Satan then 
quickly- from off thy ſoul, and let Chriſt and 
tis holy Spirit have the guidance of thee 3 ſo * 
© fall every fiep thou takeli be towards heaven, 
Fu chough thy load be heavy, yet death will 

als thee of it. V+.) 


Nay, 


Ne 
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. goodneſs of his Creator to him. 


Lo 


Nay,» the Husbandman that's apt to learn, 
learns ſomething from all his furniture, His 
bridle teaches him the need he hath of tempe- 
rance ,and wiſdom. The ſpur ſhews him the 
necd he hath of affliQions now and then, Theft. 
ſhaking of his whip preaehes to him the benefith | 
of divine threatnings, And the eaſe and uſe hefſ | 
hath with this creature, ſhews the care and 


; 4.The fourth Leſſon the” Wusbandman learns 
from his Flocks is, from the Sheep, And from 
them, 

1. He learns Meekxeſs. He (ces the meck- 
neſs of his Saviour, and may. leara meecknels 
for himfelf. For Chritt, /ſ2.53.7. As « ſheep 
before her ſhearers is dumb , ſo he openeth uot hit 
mouth, Y ou fce how patiently the. ſheep parts 
with her fleece, when you call for it : Chriſt? 
life was his fleece, and as meckly did hepart 
therewith, You ſee the innocency, mildnels, 
and ufſctulneſs of your Lambs ; Behold, the { 
Lamb of God, he was far more. The Lamb 
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hath no armour but patience in the midſt ol} * 
Wolves, and ſo was Chriſt brought as a Lamby * 
to the ſlaughter ; yet he was a Lemb without] c 
blemiſh, x Pet.1.19. fair without, and found c 
within, What more uſeful and profitable: 7 
every part of the Sheepis good for fomethingY 
poor men cannot live without them, Jeſus " 
Chriſt is'an uſeful Commodity. They that * 
know themſelves, cannot live without Jeſu: y 


Chriſt, And here the Husbandman hath 6 
| a 'afionf 


bale. Chap. 6 6. 26 


þ al to contemplate the death of his Savi- 
our, He (ubmitted to it withoxt reſiſtance; Y ou 
raiſe not the Town to kill a Lainb. 

2, i/ithout deſert, The Lamb dyes for no 
faulc of his own, but for others &aod ; So did 
our dear Redecmer. Behold, the Wolf is in 


fault, and the Lamb mult dye. 


» Without repining. The Lamb looks chear- 
fully on the ſlaughterer. Chriſt Jeſus was torn 
like a Lambs, that could have torn them like a 
Lion, but inſtead thereof he prays and excuſes | 
for them 3 Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do, And all this the Husbaudman 
ſhould ,as he is able, apply to himſelf, to teach 
him meckneſs both from that Lamb of God 
above, and from his own below. 
And 2. He is minded here of the dangerous 
ſtrayzngs of an unregenerate condition, L«k.15. 
Wrat man having an hundred ſheep, whereof ene [NY of 
ſtrayed. &c. Iſ2.53.6. All we like ſheep have gone RY to go 


aſtray. He finds that his Sheep by firaying, loo- furthU2J: 


{(cth paſturc,tleece,and hte at aft 5 that there is —_— 
Np, DC» 


no ſatety out of his ticld, and flock; and then he. cauſe they 
wonders that evcr he was ſought and found : arc e ſily 
and in lieu of that mercy , he makes after the ſubdued, 


$ child, ſcrvant, or Kkin{man that 15 run from aegCumy 


& md Ts 
God,and uſes all his art to reduce him. And ic noi 


is obſervable, that the word tor Sheep, both in, 
Heorew and Greek , lignities mec&refi and ſiray- 'AuG 
ing, the Leſlons that the Husbandman woald hence, 
[carn trom them But chis is but a {mail part of ©? ; $0p4es 
what Jacob and David Icarncd , and thc Hus L wt 
bandman might and would Iarn ftroin his Zr. Pugs 


M . . Sheep, 


_—_ 
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Shcep,but that the Shepherd hath taken them 


out of his hand, who having no other Book to 
learn in, ſurcly, learns the more in this. 


5. The fifth Leſſon the Husbandman doth 


Icarn is;from his very Swzze,; in whoththe be- 


holds the filthinefs of a ſinner, whom Chriſt 


himiclt calls no lefs, Meatth,7.7,Ca(t not Pearls 


| before Swine, The Husbandman obſcrves,that 


all the ſtudy and care the Swine takes, 1s for 


his belly, to fatisfhe his brutiſh appetite ; He 


works not as the Qxe, brings no fleece as the 
Sheep, nor milkas the Kine 3 all he does 1s to 
5311 his belly. And this teaches him to diſlike 
that diſpolition of ſenſual finners, whoſe only 
fiudy is tocat, and drink, and tecd their luſts. 
{t it bea hatctul quality ia the Swine, it can- 
not be lovely in any man,but much more hate- 
tul: And thercfore he reſolves, to cat that he 
may live,and that tor Godzand not to live, that 
he may cat. And more particularly, he learns 


trom the Swine the danger of relapſe into a 


couric of tin, and the difficulty of leaving fin, 
till che nature be changed. The. Proverb 1s 
known, 2 Per.2:22. The Sow that was waſhedis 
turned to her wallowing in the mire, How ſadly 
and truly doth this {ct out the unregenerate 


tinner. He comes to the means of Grace, and 


thoſe ſhowers do waſh him 3 he comes among 
good company, ( the Swine may get into the 
Parlour )and that {frnooths him again. Reſtrain- 
ing gre pins him up, but after all, his filthy 
SWinifh nature remains , and the next puddle 

| he 


[an 
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_ Calling. 
he comes to,he wallows in it again. O the end- 
[5 labour that our God hath with us , beforc 
we be clean! And alas the worſt filth is ſweet, 
in compariſon ot fin, for that's the Devils cx- 
crements, and fo moſt abominable, if our ſpi» 
ritual ſenfes were exerciſed to diſcern good 
and evil. It were better to tumble in the tink, 
than in thy filthy tins. A Swine is a cleanly 
creature to a filthy finner. Admire then the 
grace and goodneſs of God that hath chang d 
thy nature , and of a Swine made thee a Son. 
And beware thou come no more into the mire, 
ft inftead of being cleanfing in the blood of 
Chriſt, thou periſh in thine own, 


THT TS. IV. 


IV, He Fourth Book wherein the Hus- 

"Wa may learu ſomething for his 
foul,is from his Orchard. The word in the He- 
brew for a. Grove of Trees ftignihies alſo con- 
templation, as if a man ſhould never go amons 
his Trees without ſome contemplation, And 
here in general , when he comes into his Or- 
chard, he remembers Paradiſe, where he jn A- 
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Leſſons 


from his 
Orchard, 


WR 


Grove, of 


"WR to 


behold or 


contem- 
plate, 


dam did once enjoy God, and where by cating vir. Paget, 


the fotbidden fruit he loſt him. And this comes 
In well to qualife that delight he rakes among 
his Trees, [t is (aid, that our Father Adam did 
M 2 never 
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never look towards Ede;z,the'Paradiſe whence 
he was caſt, without a tearito think of the hap- 
Pinets he had lott,and the evil he had commit- 
ted. However, the Husbandman hath many an 
aking heart here, upon the fad remembrance of 
his tin and fall, and thereupon he examines, 
whether the guilt of thar fin be pardoned to 


- him, and whether the heart and ſtrength of it 


be broken in him. Bur the more particular 
Leſſons helearns in tis Orchard are. 


1. From the "IR PA kinds of Trees and 
the truits thereot. He obſerves the diverſity, 
and chozce of Chriſtians, and of their graces,tha- 

eow'd out in that, Cant. 4 13. Thy plants are 
an Orchard of Pomer mm pleaſant fruits, 
Camphire with Spikenard, Spikenard and Saf- 


_ fron, Calamus and Cinnamon, with all Trees of 


F renkincenſe Myrrb an4 Aloes,with all the chief 
Spices, Here's Chritts Orchard; every Tree a 
Saint, and evcry Saint variety of {weet taſting 
and fwcet finclling graces, Ah Lord, ſayes the 
Husbandman, what plenty 1s here for me, but 
what ({carcity have I for thee? What a brave 
light 1s a fair Orchard with well-ordered 
Trees, aud exch tilled with fruit ? How much 
fairer a light is a Congregation of fruit bear- 
10g daints,that bear thc Fruics aud Spices that 
God loves ? What dclight doth the Husband- 
mantakein his O'chards and O what delight 
wouid your God take, to walk with you in 
your houſcs,and to walk among us here in this 
loulc, 1t every Scat- here were tilled with a 
row 
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row of fruitful Trees !he would pluck our ripe 
fruits and graces, and take them to Heaven 
with him : he would prune and purge us, that 
we might bring forth more fruit. And what, 
muſt young Trees and others, that bear no- 
thing,be calt into the fire? N y,the Husband. 
man waits upon them with patience, and ſuf- 
fers many a' Tree that bears nothing grow in 
hopes 3 but if no indufity or patience will cure 
them,then up they go, and to the fire. And ſo 
doth God bear with young ones in hcpes, and 
looks for little fervice from little ones, and 
tences and waters many a Trce,that yer brings 
no fruit : but this js in hope, that their after- 
diligence will pay forall. But if a man promiſe 
little,he comes as Lxke 13.7. Behold theſe three 
years 7 come ſceking fruit on this fig-tree, 8nd 
find none, cutit down , why cumbereth it the 
ground ? How near thou halt becn to ſtockin 
up,none knows but God and Chriſt, who hath 
diverted the blow, many a long day. But it ns 
courſe will make them fruitful, then the axe is 
laid to the root of the Tree, and every Treg #h4t 
bringeth not forth fruit, bal be hewn down an1 
caſt into the fire, They whici are not good for 
ruit, ſhall be good for fuel. By the leaning of 
the Tree,he knows which way it will fall;and 
by the leaning of his o vn heart towards Hea + 
ven, he trutts it wall fall chither. 

[But c{pecially the Husbandman in his Or- 
chard thinks of Chriſt and hi ſweerneſ, Cant. 
1.3, As the Apple tree among the Trees of the 
Wood, Jo is my Beloved among the Soxus, 1 {at 


M 3 down 
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dawn under bu ſhadow with great delight , and 
his fruit was ſweet to my taſte, All the Trees of 
the Wood muſt give place to the Apple : and 


all creatures muſt fiand aloot tiom Chriſt. His. 


ſhade and fruit are both iweet.O what a trea- 
ſure, thinks the Husbandman, have I of my 
Saviour! and thereupon he caſies this Apple of 
Paradiſe; and as by an Apple. death came into 
the world, fo by this Celcftial Apple, he reco- 

vers life again. O the ſolace the poor Husband- 
man hath under Chriſts ſhadow in an Ordi- 
nance!O the twceetnels he taſtes from his ſpirit! 
And lo he returns into his houſe full of Chriſt, 
and carneſily prefling him upon others. 


2, The ſecond Lefſon the Husbandman 
learns in his Orchard is ,- from the Plaxting of 
his Trees, and hereby he undertfiands the Na- 
Frere of regeneration, Rom. 6.5. For if wehave 
been planted together, in the lik:weſs of his death, 
He fees the Crab-tree ftock mult be cut off, 
and then into it muſt the Scion be ingraffed 
and incculated, before it can be an Apple in his 
Orchard : Whereby the Husbandman learns, 
that the old manin him, though it cannot be 
ſftockt up by the roots in this life, yet it mult 
| be cut off by compunction, humiliation, and 
mortification ;and the new man ingrafted into 
his heart by vivification,faith,and renovation: 
Whercby he concludes, I muſt live in another 
if I would live for ever, Gal.2..20. 1 am cruct- 
fie with Chriſt : Nevertheleſs I live, yet not I, 


gt Chriſt that lives in me, AS if the Crab-tree 
fock 
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ſock ſhould cry out, 'I am cut off; yet I live, 
of | but not I, but the Scion that is planted in me. 
nd | Old Adam cryes, Tam wounded and killed, 
71s  neverthele(s I live 3 yet not ] now, but Jeſus 
:a- | Chrilt, the ſecond Adam, lives in me. And he 
ry © ces , that till this work of ingraffing be over 
ot F no fruits are to be ſeen but Crabs. And thence 
to | hegathers, that till that change be wrought 
-0- F within, no man can bring torth truit accepta- 
d- | ble unto God: All his beſt works are but meer 
di- Þ Crabs 3 or the Fruit cannot be better than the 
it! Y Tree 3 and therefore he is rettleſ(s, till this work 
iſt, Þ be done in him he reads,he inquires, he prays, 

he hears, he is never quiet, until he alſo be re- 

newed in the ſpirit of his mind, and be made 
an I like that Tree, Fer.17.8. planted by the waters, 
of | whoſe leaf ſhall be green,neither (hall it ceaſe from 
(a- | yielding fruit. 


Calling. 


th, 3, Thethird Lefſon the Husbandman learns 

off, | in his Orchard is, from the Pruning ot the 

ted £ Trees; and there he learns the 42nzer of proſpe- 

his £] rity,and the Mercy of croſſes. H«: ſees that when p 
ns, F there are too many branches, there is too little 
be F fruit; and where the top is too big for the 
ult F root,there's danger of being wind- fallen. And 
nd | this he conſiders well,and receives inltruQion. 
nto Þ Helikewiſe hath found , that the pruning of 
On: F the Tree hath uſually made it better, and that 
cr F which ſeemed to hurt it , hath helped atter- 
ici ward. And the Lord hereby teacherh him the 
I, danger of abundance, and the bleffing of che 
Crols, He learns that an high eſtate is more 
M 4 dangerous, 


« 
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dangerous, and leſs fruitful than a mean that if. 


God had ſuffered him to grow bulky,it would 
have becn worſe for his ſoul. He ſees that pru- 
niug is as necdful as fencing, and therefore.can 
bleſs God, when he takes away a Corp, as well 
as when he ſends hima Calf. When fleſh and 


blaod cryes, O I am cut, 1 bleed, ] am undone, 


Faith tings, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, 
Any man can ſay, when the Lord gives, Bleſſed 
be God ; but to lay from the vgry hearc,Blcfled 
be God, when he takes away 3 that a good man 
only can ſay : yea, one that feels real benehit in 
his ſoul by his loſſes, he knows his heavenly 
Phytitian takes no blood from him, but what 
was putred , and did him hurt; lopd off no 
branches, but what were fuckers, and did run 
away with that ſap, which would have prody- 
ccd fruit : and thereupon he is, in cold blood, 


humbly content, and thankful, for that which. 


others tret at, and get nothing, Nay, it God 
prune off a child, that lay nearer his geart than 
Chriſt, or than it ought, he is dumb, he opens 
not his mouth, knowing, that God hath done 
nothing without reaſon, which he hath done : 
and concludes, all's for good, fixft or laſt. He 


; hath read that, /ſz.5 6. and, Ganfidered it well, 
where God threatens his rd, it ſhallnot 


be prun'd nor digg'd ; and fthe next news is, 
there fhall come up bryars and thorns, and the 
clouds ſhall rain no more upon it, Therefore our | 
wile Husbandman is atraid of proſperity, as 
ethers are of troubles, and welcomes croſics as 
kindly as others do bencfits, 


4. Thy: 
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4. The fourth Leſſon the Husbandman 
learns in his Orchard is , from the harmle( 
Choriſters there 3 I mean the Brrds, that arc 
ſinging there, nd from thence he learns, 
1. Chearful dependance on God. 


For he ſces the poor Birds of the &ves canoros garrale fun- 
f air, when they have broak their of ys Jones : 
emper dures cantibas 
faſt, know not where they. cuaicony io 


ſhall ſup, and yet they {ing, and 
fly abroad without a carking thought , and 
hnd meat in due (cafun at the hand of God, 


\Matth, 6. 26, Bebold the Fow'i-s of the Air, for 


they ſow not, nor reap, nor gather into Baras, yet 
your beavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they * How merry are they 
with a little! and why ſhould I be ſad that 
have much more ? Are theſe ſo ſweetly pro». 
vided for, that neither ſow nor reap ? Much 
more may ] truſt in God , that both ſow and 
reap: Can they ſing and rely on providence, 
that kave no Barns of their own ? How tmuch 
more may I reſt in the Lord , and bleſs his 
Name , that have Barns, and ſomething in 
them? Shall they fing among the branches, 
P/al.164.12. And ſhall T pule and pine among 
my childrex £ They can take a time to provide, 
and a time to {mg 3 ſhould not 1 find a time 
then, to praiſe God each day, as well as a time 
to provide for my (elf? Yea, _ 
. The Husbandman hence takes 7 Incourage- 

__ to Prayer. He obſerves, that the eycs of 
all waitupon God, atd he ſaiifies the deſrre 
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of every living thing, Pſal.145.16. And there. 


upon he grounds fomes hopes, that God will 


fatisfic his deſire, eſpecially when he perceives 


that God gives an ear #0 the Ravens when they 


cry, Plal.147.9., Now fayes he, will God hear 
the Fowls of rhe air when. they cry, yea, even 
the Raven, thats an unreaſonable creature, 
an + unclean creature, an unmereiful creature 
to other Birds,an inauſpicate creature,a * very 
emblem of Geds curſe, that hath an hoarl: 
voice, unapt of all others to move pity, nay, 
that cryes but implicitely, and not diredly t9 
God: Then why may not my Gracious God 
hear me, though I be ignorant,unclean, unable 
to pray, and want an heart to defire grace as 
ought? Why may not God hear my implicite 
detires, when ] can produce no better ? | will 


believe, I will pray; though / can but chatter 


like a Craze, though I can but cry like the 
Raven, 
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yg PHe Filth Book where! 
| _ ar Wie herein the Husband- Leſſons 
TO in may carn omething for his Soul irombis 
s, from his Garden, And here let us confider arcen, 
what our Father Adam learnt there, no doubt ha: na 
adeal: Divines ſay, his knowledge of God _—- 
was Natzral,R —  H_— 
; al, Revealed,and Acquired, He read humane 
God mn the Creature : but the Busbandman Pi<afures, 
hath the Text with an happy Comment God thegrextef 
in Chriſt. So thata Chriſtian Husbandman — 
may now converſe with G omg 
rſe with God, with-great the ſpiri 
ſpicuity, and ad mr 
Y, advantage, and fee him in every ®f man 
flower,in every herb in hts garden. It 15 obſer- without 
ved, that the word for an Herb in Hebrew, lig- _— 
_ ws z becauſe the praiſe of God is do 
= r = co us by them. O what work may ces arc but 
good garden,and a good heart make!It's faid grols han. 
the reafon wherefore Foſeph of Arimathea, ang ©v—_ 
others, made their Sepulchres in their Gardens _ 4 
was, becauſe there was their place of deleQa- DL an 
tion, and there ſhould be their place of medi- herb, or a 
fation,and the ſame garden ſhould be the com. \fumpet. 
tort of this lite,and the preparatzye to a better 
In ſpecial : : 
* 1. Theinrft Leſſon the Husbandman learns 
in his Garden is, from the Flowers thereof. 'T 
Po ſay with that * Reverend Author, that « p, 
ye may learn a whole Crecd ont of the __ : hs. 
put Pp. 128- 
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but this I am ſure, that in ſome one flower 
that's chequer'd with white and red, the Hus- 
bandman may meet with the @bedience, Suffer. 
ings,and Sweetneſs of Chrilt all together, who 
15 that Roſe of Sharon,and that Lilly of the Val. 
| lies, Cant, 2,1, If this ſweetne(s be in theſe 
flowers, O what is there in him, that infus'd it 
into them? And if a Garden be fo raviſhing,0 
what is Heaven! That Paradiſe of God, where 
the Tree of Life 15 in the midſt of the Garden, 
And then , as the Bee ſucks ſomewhat out of 
every flower, ſo the Husbandman ſqueezes 
ſome ſpiritual leflon out of each flower into 
his foul. The Roſe teaches him the fading of 


his Beauty, that (miles one day, and withers* 


the next, Pſal. 103.15. The Lilly perſwades 
him to Innocency,and to drop,by his gracious 
words, ſweet ſmelling Ayrrhe, Cant.5.13. The 
Cammom3l tells him,the more he is prett down 
with tryals and oppolitions, he muſt grow the 
more. The Marigeld guides him to open his 
heart, . in compliance with the preſence of 
Chriſt 3 and the. Hy/op minds him of Remiſlion 
by his blood : Purge me with Hyſop, and | ſhall 
be cleax. And thus he gathers a blefled potic of 
heavenly thoughts , and puts them in his bo+ 
ſom, and both feeds his ſenſes, and feaſts his 
Soul by the ſame Creature. 

2. The ſecond Leflon the Husbandman 
learns in his Gardens, from the wateriagot 
his Garden, And thence he learns the bexefit of 


Ordinances, He finds that his choiceſt flowers. 


muſt have water, cither by the hand of man,or 
£0 from 
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frm the hand of God, or elſe they wither. 
15-f When the bottles of heaven fail,the flowers on 
'r. the carth hang cheir head. And this clears it to 
ho Þ him , That inherent grace without auxiliary 
zl. © grace, will be green but a while. That the 
fe © Suul lives by every word that proceeds out of 
it the mouth of God. And this he finds by his 
O Kcontiant Experience, that the work+dayes are 
re Þ the {preading time for his Grace,and the Lords 
n. day his {ioring time 3 and theretore he thinks 
of E the week long, and the Sabbath ſhorr, and in 
es Yhis keart cries our, O when ſhall I come and 
to Eappcar before God? Alas! he knows, that a 
of | Garden without a fountain, or ſhowers, will 
13" have beauty or fragrancy but a while: And 
es even fo, he feels his foul to hunger for ſupplics 
us from heaven, and the difzppointment of an 
1 RE Ordinance,is a ſenſible want to him 3 and the 
mn Ecnjoyment therefore doth manifck it ſelt 
ie Fquickly, in his renewed beauty and vigour, 
is £//o.58. 11. The Lord fhall ſatisfie thy ſoul in 
of Fdrought, and make fat thy bones, and thou ſhalt 
n Wiclike a rater'd Gardex. Here 1 have ſet my 
| Efowers, but they muſt have water : Here my 
of Egracious God hath planted the ſweet flowers 
» Nothis grace,and now [ muſt {ec them watered. _ 
is FdAnd though he be weary with his hard labour, ' 
yet up he rifes early , and labours hard on the 
n |*bbath,in the heavenly trade of Religion,and 
}f Ecomes home at night glad and merry 24 heart, 
f [for the goodneſs of the Lord, His Garden is wa» 
Ffred, and his Graces arc revived, 


3. The 
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3. The third Leſſon the Husbandman learns 
in his Garden is, from the Weeds therein. He 
ftands a little Garden hath many weeds, many 
kinds,and many of every kind 3 and they come 
up without planting, and ſpring. much faſter 
than herbor flower, . He ſees if care be not ta- 
ken,they will over.top the flowers and herbs;_ 
and that it will coſt both obſervation and in. 
duſtry to pluck them up 3 and when at length, 
the Garden 15 rid of them, and 1s clean and 
fair, yet they will peep up, and ſpring again, 
and renew his. trouble over again , and this 
endleſs buſineſs he hath with it,only the win- 
ter helps him , and pinches theſe weeds at the 
roots :but yet in thefpring they revive again, 
and give him che fame trouble he had the year 
befpre, And this teaches him the Difficulty of 
a clean heart, and the induſtrious life of a fcri- 
-ous Chriſtian :; He finds his Garden within, as 
bad as his Garden without. What variety of 
{iinful motions and affections are rifing there? 
Divers, that he knows not whence, nor how 
they come. How ſpecdily have ſome luſts got a 
head ? His pride hath ſprung faſter than his 
humility, by the half. His paſſion is at a great: 
height,in compariſon of his patience. He won- 
ders at the firange growth of his corruptions, 
he concludes, that without a ſpeedy and eftc- 
ctual courſe his Garden will be a Wilderneſs: 
and therefore he awakens watchfulneſs, and 
falis to ſerious mortification, repentance, and 
reformation of his ſpiritualeſtiate 3 he gets to 
his knees praysand weeps over his evil defires, 

purſues 
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purlues them into every corner, and at length 
hath a clean heart created in him, and hopes 
now all is well: The old man is dead and 
zone 3 but ere long he deſcryes that he was but 
aſleep 3 His corruption returns and exerciſes 
tim in the ſame trade he was at before ; Till 


Wome happy affliction comes, and that with 


ods blelling doth break its heart , and Death 
it length puts an cnd to this weary life. Faith 
$4 Roſe, that grows between two Nettles, 
Preſumpt;on and Deſpair. And fo Humility and 
Patience, Every Flower hath two Weeds,two 
xtreams about it, which are like co grow with 
hem,but muſt not. grow over them, And this 
sthe good Husbandmans task. His Garden 
inds him work to weed as long as he liyes, 

7. The fourth Lefion that the Husbandman 
karns in his Garden 1s, from his Bees. He fits 
town by his Beces,and ſees their carriage, He 
dbſerves, they are ever bulie, either fetching 
materials without, or working them within 3 
hey hatea Droan: they ſeem to delight in 
new work , they grudge not to fulfil their 
ace, they are moſt induſtrious in g:tting,mott 
urious in keeping, and moli provident mn 
pending their wealth and provihion. And 
lence again he learns Dziligetice in bis Calling, 
nd ſo away he gocs and imployes his fircagth 
molt willingly therein, and repines no more at 
is lot ; He is loth to be idle any time 3 if he 
WY: not labouring with his hand , he is travel- 

this mind 3 and indcavours to be ever doing 

treceiving good, He invents, and finds 1m- 
p:oyments 
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ployments for every one in his family ; and 
Except infants that make work , he will have 
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may be honey in the hive in winter for then 
to live upon. And this he doth in obcdiente 
unto God. He reforts to his Bees at the next 


leiſure, and falls to his Book again. And there 


he takes notice , that the Bee gers ſomething 

out of every Flowcr , viſits them for a little 

while, but dwells upon none; yea, the very 

weeds afford her (omething ; but ſhe reſts no 

where, till ſhe return to her Hive, there is her 

- Place. And thence he learns the ##ſatrisfatting 

_ of the creature , and that God and Heaven arc 

the only reſt of the foul, It muſt ſometimes fly 

abroad in the world, but there it extrads 

what ſpiritual ſweetneſs will be gotten from 

The Bee both Flowers and Weeds 3 but it cannot reſt, 
fucks He- » x11] jt return to the Ark, to God alone, whois 
ST =_ the Center and refuge of the foul, "A 
Coms, even The Husbandman is angry at himſelf, that 
of bitter he cannot,as well as the Bee, ſuck ſome advan- 
Almonds : tage out of the weeds of others cvil cxample 
crab "aa and actions, which he daily -4ecs 3 but he is tar 
ſweet ex- from ſucking poyſon from the objects of good- 
. Perience neſs. In a word, his Bees do feed him more and 
out of bit- (yore conſtantly with (weet leffons and inſtru 


cer ail tions, than with their ſweeteſt honey, 
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all che xeti 4o ſome work or other, that ther: 
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v1. He {ixth Book wherein the Husband- 
man ;learns ſomething of God is, hx 


Houſe, And though he ſtudies to be cheartul at yyute. 


home, and be too weary to learn much ; yet he 
ſteals fome notes, and gathers infiructions now 
and then in his habitation, though he haveno 
Study but the fire-fide. From the loving obe- 
dience of his Wife, he learns the like carriage 
to Jeſus Chriſt , his heavenly Head and Hus- 
band. By the difobedience of his Children, he 
is minded of his own unto God his heavenly 
Fathcr , and laments them with grickt, The 
trowardnefs and tollics he ſees in them, do 
bring him to remember his own at their age, 
which otherwile he had forgotten 3 bur their 
ealie reconciliation after falling out, convinces 
and pz:r{wades him to}, be a child in Malice, 
though he would be a man in Undcritanding : 
nay,he admircsat the Providence of God, that 
tics their intant- tongues till racy have fome 
und:rftanding, cl{c many a toolith word would 
they ſpeak, And by ſ(ecing their tull depen» 
dance upon him for meat and clothes , and hiv 
readinef(s to give them what-they want , he 
learns the like dependance upon God his hea» 
venly Father for all, and rrults that he will 
much more give fpiritual things to him , chat. . 
humbly craves thin of him. | 
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By the readinefs of his Servants, he ts con» 
vinced mto the like, to the commands of God; 
and often hath occaſion to conſider how much 
Gods ſervice is beyond his. The heat of the 
fire often preaches to him the intollerableneſs 
of that fire that is never quenched. And being 
{o comfortably in the Chimncy, which would 
be dangerous in his thatch , teaches him the 
excellency of true 7cal in its place , and the 
danger of zcal when it is out. He obſerves 
few meats are good and wholſome without 
ſome heat from the fixe ; and thence gathers, 
that no duty or work is right good without 


fome zeal therein. The fowlneſ(s ot his Rooms 


do ſhew him what need his heaxt hath of 
cleanting 3 and each part of his furniture doth 
furniſh him with ſome cclcttial leſſons, cach 
one worth all the eſtate he hath; But more 
eſpecially. 

1. From the Inconveniences of his Houſe he 
Jearns, the miſery of his eſtate on earth, Here 1s 
my houſe, {ayes he, bur alas the room 15 tirait, 
tne air cold, the firucture rotten, dirty with- 
out,and cmpty within, Fhas all that is in ths 
world is lame and imperfect 3 no profit with- 
out pain, no pleaſure without fting.no honour 
without peril : vanity,and vexation of ſpirit, 
] tind to be written, yea, intail'd on all ſublu- 
nary things 3 now who would be fond on ſuch 
a lite ! who would chuſe ſuch a portion? If 
this be the World, give me Chritt, One Chrilt 
is worth many Worlds. But then with thele 


add the conlideration of lin, that every day be- 
{cts 
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"Calling. Chap.6. 
ſets me; ſuch an houſe, and ſuch an heart; 
ſuch miſerics withour , and fuch wickedneſs 
within 5 and then , who would livein ſuch a 
World, that could. oct fairly out of it 3 or fall 
in love with dirt and ſwear, that believes an 
hicaven, and hath any title to it ? Thus all the 
Husband mans inconveniencies are mor titying 3 
and make him very indifferent to live in a 
World that is ſo much his Step mother ; and 
he {till looks up and crics, O. when ſhall ] come 
unto thee ! he comes home weary , but this 
bears up bis ſpirit, That there remains a "yg for 
the People of God, 

2. From the Conveniencics of by H» uk he 
learns, the bleſſedneſs of his eſtate in Heaven. 
Here is my comtortable habitationzneat rooins, 
handſome furniture,chealthtul air, pleaſanc (i= 
tuation, my lines are fallen in pleaſant places, 
praiſed be the Lord : but this 1s but a Taber- 
nacle, not my ſetled place 3 an earthly taber> 
nacle, this houſe was made with hands, but 
yonder above [| have an houſe made without 
hands, Theſe my convenienciesare mixt, but 
there they are abſtra& and without mixture. 
That houfeT-am going to, is great withour. 
coldneſs, high withour danger, tall without 
thronging,rich without vanity, ancient with-/ 
out decay : no need of repairs, no danger of 
fire,no fear of being put out. There (hall I have 
my Children about me without crying, My. 
Wife without lickneſs, my Servants without. 
trouble, where there is eternal muſick, eternal 
faſting, eternal happineſs. O that my work 
N 2 = 
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were done , that I might go yonder! This is 
but my Winter houſe, O yonder above 15m 

Summer parlour: yet a little while, and | 
ſhall inhabit ( though moſt unworthy of it) 
as good an houſe as my Landlord.. My fine is 
paid by my Saviours blood , poſſcſſion is taken 
in my name by a ſure Attourney, and the rent 
will be nothing but blcſſing and praiſing the 
God of heaven to cternity. Thouſands are 
waiting to welcome me to houſe, Chriſt him- 
{clf will let mein, and but one life between 
me and a Palace. And now, what thoughlI 
coil and ſweat here a while, when my reverſt- 
on falls I ſhall live like an Angel; and then 
farewell my Plough and Cart, I ſhall fow or 
threſh no more , my weary dayes and carcful 
nights farewell ; there's no husbandry in heaa- 
ven, there is the harveſt of all my prayers, 


where Chriſt ſhall be Az# Al. And the poor 


Husbandman doth much comfort himſelf with 
theſe hopes, And we cannot better leave him 
than here , whither this Leſſon hath brought 
him. And this 1s the fixth point, to wit, the 


Leflons which the Husbandman may learnin 
his calling 


Obj-Ct. Perhaps you'l ſay, ]can never leary 
theſe things, am weak and ignorant,bors ſhould 
T acquire theſe things © 

Auſw. Though thou art no Scholar, yet 
thou art Chrilis Scholar : and if there be firſt 
a willing mind, thy work is half done. A dull 
Scholar with a sSkilful Maſter may make ſhit, 
P/al. 32.8 [ will inſtra@ andteach thee, Iwil 

- guide 


| Ealing. Chap. -P I31 


gwide thee with mine eye: nay, God hath par- 
\y || ficularly profefſed to help the Husbandman, 
y Iſa. 28-26. For bis God doth inſtru@t him to diſ- 


R , eretion, and doth teach bim.. Do but your bei, 

: | keep open the eyc of faith to (ee things unſeen, 

on | Pray for sk1ll, and fall to practiſe, and ic wil 

ne | come. The ſweetneſs will pay for the difficul- 

he | 95 hethat turns carth into heaven, hath an 

te || fcaven upon carth. And fo you have the ixth 

1 | ficad. 

en 
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The Hnsbandmans Graces. 


SECT. 1. 


$W Procced in the ſeventh place to The Hus. 
preſcribe to the Husbandman the bandmans 
SQ fpecial graces he ſhould ger. With- Graces. 
W out Grace rhe belt Calling i in the | 

| World will be uncditying and un- 
A AURITY Gods Graces in a Calling,are the 
Grace of a Calling. True Grace can make the 
loweſt condition happy, and Sin can make the - 
higheſt miſerable. Without Grace an Hus- 
bandman may be undone, when an Angel. 
IN. 3: with 


S. I. 
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Chap.7- The Hutrbandmans 
without Grace falls, though he were in hea. 
ven. And ofall men he had need of it, left he 
be a drudgeon carth, and then a brand 1n hell, 
The Ox he drives will be in a better caſe 
then he, if helive and die without the true 
fear of God ; for that hath meat, and drink, 
and work but no care, or grief, nor account 
to make: and the Husbandman that knows 
not God in a ſaving manner, hath work, and 
meat,and withall cares.and troubles, and a fad 
reckoning to come. O that the Husbandman 
were | but acquainted with feſus Chriſt, and 
with his own true ſiate ! he needs not envy 
the greateſt Prince ,: if he have but Chriſt in 
him,the hope ef glory. But though the Husband- 
man mult have every Grace, true Grace come, 
all together, the new'man hath all his mem- 
bers } yet I ſhall more cſpecially recommend 
theſe ſevex following Graces to the uſe of the 
Husbandman. 


l 
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1, "THe firſt Grace neceſſary for the Nus- 
bandman”' is Patience « he cannot live 
comfortably without it. x. He muſt havt 1 
patience to wait, Jam.5.7. Bepatient therefore, < 
Brethren, to'the coming of the Lord, Behold tht 
Hucbandman waiteth for the precious fraiits 
the earth, and hath loug patience for it, until bt 
recezve the early and the latter rain, And Cle- 
To $6 <4 | m_ 


Calling. 
mens is of opinion , that the Apoſiles Fames 
and Fude were Husbandmen. Well, we ſec here 
the Husbandman hath need of patience, long 
patience to wait: for the fruits of the earth. 
Many a long dayand night there is between 
ſceding and harveſt, and yet he 1s not in de- 
ſpair, he waits and hepes harvett will come at 
leagth. . The Heavens they frown upon, the 
Exrth, the Corn mourns, the Grafs withers, 
but yet he waits with patience upon God. He 
knows the bottles of heaven are in a good 
hand, and therefore-relyes on God, and docs 
his duty. His ground is ſometimes choak'd for 
Rain,and ſometimes again choak'd wirh oyer- 
much Rain ; But he frets not at all, but qui- 
etly waits on Gods pleaſure. He goes into his 
Barn, and fees his Corn almoſt gone, and then 
goes into the Ficld,and there its ſlow in ripen- 
ing He looks into his purſe, and there's no mo- 
ney 3 and now his patience 5 tryed, Ycetin 
this caſe he conſiders the wildom and provi- 
dence ef God,and arms his mind with patience 
till harveſt comes; and then ſometimes cx- 
c:live Rain keeps him and his Corn aſunder, 
week after week 3 and whenit comes, ſome- 
times the poor yicldance of it: utterly diſap- 
paints him, ſ{o'that he hath need of patience to 


"aft another year 3 by that time his borrowed 
Corn tis paid, and his Ground feeded, his fiock 


isalmoſt gone. And theretore the Husbandman 
hath need of patience, great, long patience, 
patience to wait. | 

2,-He muſt have patience to bear, He meets 
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with a dear bargain, a hard rent, heavy taxes, 
tempeits without doors, and ſtorms ſometimes 
within. But this 1s his cloak to bear off all 
weathers', this 1s his harne(s he darc not go 
without : If he fret, it with gall him worle; 
and he is then undone when the back of his 
patiencc.j5 broken. His provocations are many, 
his neighbours wrong him, but he licks him- 
ſclt whole by his paticnce 3 his ſevants arc 
ſurly , his children oft diſpleaſe hin, yea, his 
witc fometimes lets fly her tongue againli 
him : but he hath his armour on , he knows 
they have 7ittle; wit to provoke him, but he 
| thinks he ſhould have /efs, alwayes to obſerve 
it, According to that, Eccleſ;7.21, He takes not 
.hced to all words that are fpoken , leſt be bear bit 
ſervant curſe him, He finds a time to acquaint 
them with their dutics and miſcarriages , and 
bears what cannot be helped with patience. 
Alas, his whole life i5 .a trial and exerciſe of 
this grace. He works hard, and fares hard,and 
lodges hard, but patience is the pillow he lies £ 
on, the only boots he hath to ride with in the If ag 
mire, yea, the horſe herides on 3 the linnen of || tt 
his every day clothes its all the table-cloth | » 
and napkin he ufes 3 ina word, its the very || 4 
food he lives by. And therefore as ever you | G 
hope tor comfort in this. calling, labour for || co 
this grace of patience, meditate of it, pray for | 
itz, whea it fails renew it 3-ftudy the precept, Þ| dc 
plead the promiſe 3 conlider that grand pat: ff & 
rcrn of patience, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And Þf {cc 
oft think that there is mare xcal good ny 
thai 


ſeek this $kill of God , who is wonderful in 
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than there 1s evil in that which tryes it ; That 
you are ina better condition , when you have 
patience under a tryal, than if you were with- 
out the tryal. And ſeeing you poſlels but little 
in the World, reſolve to poſſeſſ your own ſouls 
in Patzence, ; 
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[1 THe ſecond Grace neceſſary for the Hus- . 

from 15 Diſoretion. = pa 

1+ In higaffairs, [{ai.28.25. Dotbh the Plow 
man plow all day to ſow £ Doth he open and 
break the clods of his Ground? When he hath 
made plain the face thereof, doth he uot caſt a- 
broad the Fitches, and ſcatter the Cummin, aud 
caſt in the principal Wheat , and the appointee 
Barley and Rye in their place ? Here you ſee 
the holy Ghoſt himſelf guiding the Husband- 
man in his Tillage he ſhould be wiſe to man=- 
age his bulineſs in due {cafon and order. And 
then, verſ. 27. The Fitches muſt be beaten ous 
with a ſtaff. Bread-corn muſt be bruiſed, &Cc. 
And even this diſcretion muſt be taught of : 
God,ſo ſaith this Scripture, verſ.29. This alſo : 
cometh from the Lord of Hoſts, which is woue 
derful in counſel, aud excellent in working, He 
doth well therefore to be inquiſitive of his cl= 
der nejghbours , but he muſi not negle to 


coyule], 
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And then he finds that wiſe forecaſting is as 
neccflary as working, that things may be done 
1n thcir place, that he neither entertain confu- 
fionnor idleneſs 3 but that bulinefſes may tall 

| tn one atfer another , and {till there may be kit 
time for xcligious dutics. And thus a good 
man orders his affairs with diſcretion. 

2. He muſt have difcretion about his Fami- 
ly; that he may therein be neither a Tyrant, 
nor a Cypher, that he may educate and dil- 
pole his children with that prudence and cir- 
cumſpcedion he ought. Diſcretion alſo to cor- 

| rect in prudence, not in pallion , and to add 
” {wcct lcflons (as God doth } to ſharp laſhes; 
| to keep them at a ſufficient diſtance , and yet 
not diſcourage them, to preſerve his authority 
an his cheertulneſs, to chuſe fit Callings for 
chem,or Matches when they. are ready, and to 
load them from him at lealt with good coun- 
{el. There is nothing harder, than tor an indif 
crect man to command due reverence in hu 
Houſe. And therefore the wiſe Husbandman 
coniiders, that if his authority in his houſe by 
gone, he 15 buried alive; and the life ot a-flavc 
will be better than his,that hath all the charg 
and none of the rule. And this can never be ob- 
taincd by imperiouſneſs, or correG&ion, but by 
4 diſcretion, - | 

3.Hc muſt have diſcretion for his eſtate; that 

he may neither live above-it, nor: below it. 

«That in his clothing, houſe-keeping and 

{pending ,.hemay neither be guilty of pride 

- Kor baſencelſs, His ineomes are not es 
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therefore that Stateſ-mans Rule , that the or- _— = - 
dinary expences of him,who would keep even, ayes. : 
with the world, muſt be but one half of their © 
income, and of him that would thrive, but the 
third part thereof, I fay, this Rule ſtands him 
in little ſtead. If he can pay his Rent and 
Taxes,feed and cloath his family,you fhall not 
hear him complain. But it with all he can 
yearly lay by a little towards the better edu- 
cation or diſpoſal of his children , then you 
ſhall hear him ſing. Well, all the diſcretion 
he hath is needful thereunto, Partly to take 
ſuch bargains that may afford a liyclihood, 
and yet herein he 1s afraid of weakening the 
eſtate of him that ſells as well.as his: own 
Partly in obſerving the Markets for the \vend= 
ing of his commodities and other wayes 3 un- 
lefs he will out-live his livelihood , and leave 
his Children beggars. 

4. He hath need of diſcretion in Relzgior 
to regulate his zeal with wiſdom, to carry the 
ballances even between his general and parti- 
cular calling , that he be neither; Monk nox 
Matchevillian. To know when to work and 
when to pray, when to be chearful, and when 
ſevere, In a word, his Family andihis Farm are 
his Kingdom 3 and he hath need. of 'Chriſtian 
politicks, as well asa Prince, And what need 
have ye then to ſfiady, and pray, and ſcek af- 
ter wiſdom ? Firſt, knock at Gods door, for 
he hath bid us come to him, before we trouble 
any body elſe ; and his-word 1s patt,, that he 
will give, and giye- liberally , and never up- 
Mp 4 45 braid, 
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67 3. 
Bis Hea- 
venlineſs. 


hu Oe nc 


braid, All other means alſo muſt be uſed, eſpe- 


cially deliberation and adviſedneſs. - He that l 
ebinks much , ſhall do more than he that can fþ [ 
only :4/h or work, : 
Is 
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SECT. III. I 

; by 

II 1, He third ſpecial Grace that the Hug- n 


bandman ſhould get, is Heavexlixiſs, 
He hath weights to fpreſs him down , and : 
therefore hath need of wings to lift him up, 0 
Both his nature and his calling would conform ! 
him to the world ; and without a Divine p 
principle, there's no rowing againſt theſe, Its 
2 hard thing to be in the earth, and not of it; | f 
and to live above that which he cannor live 
without. He muſt have heavenly aftections, 
and thoſe fer and fixed that will doit. Colt, th 
Z- 2, Set your affetions on things in heaven, 
11d not ons things on earth, Mark, we mull T 
not only have our thoughts on heaven , but ty 
our affedions, atfcCtionate working thoughts, Y, : 
without /freqaent and lively indeavours this Þ © 
way , thy mind will be ſadly earthificd and W 
ſunk down toa brutiſh temper, thy heart will, 


be where thy heels ſhould be. As he that's = 
alwayes converſant with Books, will have hi " 


mind exceeding filled with Notions and Oh: 
fcrvations 3 ſo much more will the poor Hus- 
' bandmans 


es 
hat 


an 


Ealing. Chap. 7, 1 
bandmans heart be preſt down, and the frame 
of it bent carthward , unleſs he ſtudy this 
Grace, To be carthly in earthly bulineſs, is 
bumaue ; to bc heavenly in heavenly. buſineſs 
is divine : to be carthly in heavenly bulineſs is 
bratifſs : to be heavenly in earthly bulineſs is 
Chriſtian, O therefore get thy ends alwayes, 
thy heart frequently ſpiritual and heavenly z 
ſo will you do two works in one, and get hea- 
ven and carth at once, 

Look up often to the heavens, and withal! 
think who dwells there , what they are doing 
there , what thou wilt be about a thouſand 
years hence , how a man ſhould do to get thi- 
ther, and how a man may know he (hall dwell 
for ever there, No creature upon earth hath 
an upright countenance as man hath, on pur» 
poſe that he might look up to that God that 
made him , and not to the earth whereof he 


is made. Reſolve with an heavenly magna- 


nimity when thou art plowing ordigging in 
the earth, and (ay, O carth, I am not now thy 
equal, by Gracc I am advanced to reach after 
higher thihigs than thou cant yield me any. 
Here I have Pibbles, but yonder are Pearls, 


E here I have Clods of duſt , but yonder there 


are Crowns of Glory ; here 'tis true are my 
Wife and Children, to cheriſh and nouriſh 
whom I could be content co live , but that 
yonder is my Father, my Chritt, my noble 
friend, my true joyes, my real treaſure, my 
God, and that's enough : And therefore up, 


O my leaden heart, and make thee wings, and 
fly 


. «A 6 
' 


- ſbouldthe heart be alſo. © £ 
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' Cightneſn 


Chap. Ji The Hwbandwans 
fly away to reſt, For wherethe treaſure 3,thert 


Conſider that God is alwayes in thy com- 
pany, and who can be cold that lives in the 
Sun? Though thy imployment be mean, and 
thou go ſometimes into the loneſome fields or 
the loweſt imployments, yet having ſuch royal 
company, ſuch a God, and alwayes within the 
hearing, within a call of thee, how canſfi thoy. 


be dull and carthly ? Think, would I flag” 


thus, and have my heart under my feet thus, 
if {ome excellent Miniſter were in my compi- 
ny 3 what queſtions would [I be asking bim, 
what converſe would there paſs between us? 
O how much more heavenly ſhould I be, that 
havca heaven ſonigh me , if not a heaven in 
enc? Put it therefore into your prayers, Oall 
ye poor Husbandmen, whoſe calling lyes in 
that which is vanity and vexation of fpirit, 
Lord turn away my eyes from beholding vanity, 
#1nd quicken me in thy way, Plal. 119. 37. 


I V.F 'He fourth ſpecial Grace the HuSband- 
man ſhould get, is Vprightneſs. Up: 
rightnels toward God, and down uprightneſs 
towards mer, to live a plain, cyen Scripture |: 
[- | courk NU 


Calling. Chap. 7, 
courfe. To be a Facob, a plain man, though he 
dwell in Tents, Behold this is the Husband«: 
mans Motto, To be poor and honeſt, It is a cris 
tical thing to bea Politician 3 but there arc 
few criticiſmes in the fincerity.of an Husband=- 
man, He 1s one that will rather loſe all he 
hath, than God and a good Conſcience. And 
this he follows,not as an heathen verize, but as 
a Chriſtian Grace, He walks in the uprightne(s 
of his heart for conſcience ſake. This is his 
Argument with God , this is his Bond to men. 
Lord, remember how T have walked before thee it 
truth —Tſ2. 38. 3. He cannot boaſt of many 
works , but he can glory 3a an upright walk, 
And this pleads with God for him, even when 
many 1intirmities accompany his actions, his 
heart is right, And the obſervation. of this 
even and downright carriage of his, is as good 
5 other mens bonds. It he verehie it, no body 
doubts the truth of what he aſſerts: His Motto 
is, Mentiri non poſſum, Prodere zolo, I cannot 
ſrame to lyc. þ 

It he promiſe any thing, every one believes 
him; for he had rather break his kead than 
break his word, [n his diſcourſe he is not 
cegant, but hers honeſt 3 and whenhis phra- 
{cs and exprethions are ridiculous, his integri= 
ty makes them lovely. In his bargains, he 
ladies Juſtice, and ttrives to do by others, as 
he would be done by: In a word, he is 
honeſt without welt or guard. And this isa 
bleſſed Grace, 1/ai. 33. 14. Ibo among us 
hall deli with devouring fire That ,is, ap* 
w Proc 
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proach the juſi and holy God. He that walk: 
eth righteouſly and ſpeaketh uprightly, that de. 
ſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſion =—— He ſhall dmel 
on high , Bread ſhall be given bim , ba waters 
fall be ſure. It heaven and carth can make 
him amends , he ſhall have it 3 he ſhall dwell 
with God on high in heaven, he ſhall want no 
bread on earth. Adark the perfet man, ant , 
beheld the upright, for the end of that may 
# peace, The poor Husbandman hath lived 
to fee the fall of many a cunning companion, 
that could ſtretch his conſcience to his inte- 
xeſi,and cogg,and wear, and lye for his gain: y 
And them he hath ſeen, like a green Laurel- 
'treez but the curſe was among his goods, X 
and all is gone, he 1s not wortha groat. Thefl 
little eſtate he hath, 'as it was not haſtily got-E 6 
ten, fo he hopes it will be flow in ſpending, le 
and like a Jow houſe, with a good foundati-Y þ; 
on, ſtand, when the fine houſe by him will E 
have a dreadful fall, having its foundation] ly 
in injuſtice, and its top-tftone 1n a curſe, Prov. Þ th 
13-11. Wealth gotten by vanity ſhall be dimi- th 
mſhed; but be that gathereth by libour ſhilfi 
Increaſe. In 
O therefore ſtudy, firive, pray for this ex-ſ} th 
_ cellent Grace, this Compendium of Graccs;ſ} hi; 
that will make you amiable both to God andſſ] on 
man, and procure the bleſſing both of hea] th 
ven and earth. Jndeed this is the finew off ne 
Dociety 3 and they who never practice it be-ſſ pr; 
cauſe of its difficulty , yet will pretend toit 
becauſe of its excellencies. Begin then, andſ] !y, 
er 
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Calling. Chap. 7. 193 
try this bleſſed trade ,, and you will find that 
Reaton, that Conifort , that Profit therein, 
that you will never leave it: You will con- 
clude with Fob, Chap. 27. 2, 3. As God live 
tt ,—al the while my breath iin me — 

my lips ſhall not ſpeak wickedneſs, nor my tongue 
utter deceit ; till I dye, I will not remove my in< 
terity from me, | 


SECT. V, 


/ @ 
UB om fifth Grace that the Husbandman G. Love. 
hath need of, is Love. Love to thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. Ang this is a great 
word. [rc 15 not ſaid, love him os he loves thee, 
ot-IN for that may be more than thou knowelt , or 
ng; *f'than he ought: nor love him as others love 
ti-MN bim, for by this rule Chriſt himſclf, when on 
vil Earth, would have milt thy love 3 but as tru- 
1nF ly, as conltantly-, as effectually as your ſelves, 
0. though not ſo intenſely, But thou muſt in 
mY thy 7zdgment thinkhim as well worthy to 
hl enjoy what he hath, as thou art to enjoy thine. 
In thy Deſires to wiſh him the ſame good 
ex-MF things as to thy {elf , that when its well with. 
<5 him, there may be mirth in more houſes than 
and one : And in Deeds to do him that good, that 
ea thou defircht from him 3 to promote his protit, 
7 olfl next thy own, to inhance his credir, and to 

be-F procure his content. = 
ol Itis not ſaid , thou ſhzIt not hate him on», 
an ly, as many will ſay, 1 will neither love nor 
S, 15 3*8 
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The Husbandmans 
hate them, I'le neither do them good nor hurt; 
bur thou ſhalt love him as thy ſelf; a rule 
which the ignorant'ſ may underſtand, and the 
weakeſt remember. 

And this Love, 

xt. Will teach the Husbandman to give, 
where there is want : for the poor hath as 
much right to what you can ſpare,as you have 
co what is neceſſary and comfortable for you. 
Love will argue thus; If I muſt give my 


Enemy meat when he 15 hungry , much more - 


tnutt I give to this poor Creature , that never 
did me hurt. Love will think, This will do 
him. more good than it will do me hurt ; and 


thcrefore he ſhall have 1t, -yea, and my heart 


with it: mark, the true charity 15 not only 
when I draw forth my hand to the hungry, 
but when I draw out my ſonl tothe hungry, 
[f{a!1.58 10. And then, 

2. Love will teach the Husbandman to 
Lend, and make him really more glad to doz 


courtche, than receive one. The Good man, 


Pſal. "44 5. fhews favour and lendeth , M: 
you know who is called G»0od-maz all about, 
We arc apt to think it better to receive 
twelve pcnce , than to giveor lend fix ; but 
Cirilt faith, It's more bleſſed to give, thanto 
recetie, ZIGS 20, 35%, The Husbandman con+ 
tiders ; -that no man can live of himfelt , but 
one mult be bcholden to another every day: ; 
and therefore makes no difticulty to lend his 
N.ighbour , what he can furniſh him with, 
whether money: or other materials , and that 
freely: 
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calling. 
feely : God forbid that ſhould ye by me in 
ny Cheſt , that would fave my Neightours 
lfe or ſtate, provided that I hurt not my ſelf 
to help another, but be wiſe as well as 
kind. 

3. Love will teach the Husbandman to for- 
re both treſpaſſes, and injuries; and unkind- 
nefſes, and this he hath need of, As Conſtan- 


tize cover'd his Biſhops faults with his purple 
tobe, ſo ſhould che Husbandman his Neigh- 


bours treſpaſſes with the robe of Chriſt. They 


who are beſt at loving, are worlt at remem< 
bring injuries ; alas, it 15 hard to live a day 


without injuring ſome body. The Husband-" 


man muſt believe it better to receive the 
preateſt,- than to offer the leaſt injury. Love 
5not EXCCPtIOUs , 25 WE fay, takes things in 
the beſt fenie, is not apt to create unkindneſs, 
heeds not a croſs look, or a haſty word, but 
pives each man grains of allowance , becauſe 
he knows he' needs them himſclt; and there- 


fox? when the Sun is ſcrting , he enhinkKsS1t 18 


time to be reconciled, and puts all wrath from 
him , Jett the Devil ſhould get Pl3Cc there- 
by. 

Ya, 4. Love muſt make the Hasband- 
min to Se his Neighbour, In his Life; 
and not go by him, as the Priclt aud Levitc 
did by the wounded man, as though it were 
vothing to him, fn his Name 5 NW: therefore 
when he hears a reproach upon his Neigh= 
bour, he muſt take himſ{clf bound to vindicate 


him, as far as he can, as knowing that Repri- 
| 41) 2 ation 
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cation is like a building long in raifing, but 
ſoon demolifht, In his Eftate he muſt defend 
him, and help to fave that, in any: accident 
which may befall him, as he would defire and 
expe in the like caſe. And 

5. The Husbandman muſt love his Neigh» 
bours Soul, and not Ict that go by him into 


hell without ſome mcans to ſtop him; and- 


therefore is bound to pray tor him, to proyoke 


and perſwadc him to holine(s.God hath taught - 


you, and do you teach them, Heb.10.24. And 
conſider one another , to provoke to love and good 
works, The graccleſs wretch he lies confider- 


ing , how to provoke his neighbour to luſt, 


paſſion, and fin : but the godly Husbandman 
mult contider , how he may provoke him to 
love and good works: And in any wile re: 


prove them, when there is any hope of doing. 


them good by it. As that Excellent Lady 
Falkland uſed tofay, If I let you go to bell, or 
you me, how am [ your frieud £ 


And 6, Love will teach you to ſympathize 


with your Neighbour z to cover and cure his 
intirmitics ; for God will never cover his lins, 
that loves to zxcover others. And to carry it 
lovingly and peaceably, not ſirangely or ſuſpt- 
ciouily to him, as knowing that all the woild 


| 3Sakin fo you in Adam, and'all Chriltians are 


akin 1n Chrilt, 

By all which you ſee, that true love conſilis 
not in complemeutal civility,not in finful com- 
pliances, norin a bare inoffenſiveneſs, but in a 
£racious diſpoſition of wiſhing good and do- 

ing 


ing 5 a to others. And this I carneſtly preſs 
the Husbandman to get,that this may be writ- 
ten on his Grave, Here lies one that was Belov- 
ed of God, and a lover of all men; which is the 
bet Motto and bleſſedneſs I can wiſh him. 

| Let the Husbandman often think of Gods 


undeſerved love to him: Let him ſtudy the 


good qualities of others, and his own unwor- 


F{thineſs : Let him remember kindneflcs long, 
and forget injuries quickly : And eſpecially 


kt him pray for this Grace : Thou God of 


Love, plant the Graceof Love in this heart of 


mine! Leave not God till he hear thee , leave 


not thy Heart till 1t be kindly affected, leave *' 


not thy Nezghboxr till he be reconciled and 
truly beloved. 


SECS. VI. 


man hath ſpecial need of, is, Content- 
dreſs with his Calling. He finds his labour fo 
xreat, and his profit fo ſmall, thathe is ſome- 
mes on very bad terms with his very Calling. 
He riſes early, is up late, toils like a horſe, 


Ws funk with Cares, worn our with Croſſes, 
and yet 'all hardly reaches, he can hardly 


ſet food and rayment for him and his: who 
would imbrace (uch a Calling ? The Lawyesx 


he can get as much in one day, as he can in 


firce moneths 3 every Tradeſinan hath a bet- 
O 3 tex 
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VI. IHe Sixth Grace that the Husband- tencdncs 


Chap.7- The Hatbandmanr 
ter life than he, Butall this 15 no ground for 
thee, to be diſcontent with thy Calling Re-ſſ 
fc& upen the Excellencies before ſhewed, and 
thou wilt find thy Calling is more worthy o 
thee, than thqu art of thy Calling ; That the 
meanneſs and painfulneſs thereof 15 fully com- 
penſated by theinnocency , healthtulneſs and 
ſafety of-it : and thou may'ſt come to Heaven 
from the Plough , as well as from the Throne, 
Ard take heed leſt it be the pride of thy heart, 

that thinks thy Calling below thee. Prince 

Adam grudg'd not atit, who was the topo 

all thy Kin. Entertain not thercfore a dif- 

contented thought againſt thy Calling : For 

a tan ought to believe, when God hath led 

him into a Calling, that it is the beſt Calling 

for him in the world, till the ſame God lead 
him out of it, It was therefore a wile anſwer 
of Biſhop Greſthead of Lincoln to a Kinſman 
'of his,an Husbandman, that came to him, cx- 
peing ſome preferment from him, bcing fo 
dignified and able to advance him : Coxfn, 
fayes he, If your Cart be broken, T'le menatt ; 

If your Plough beold, T le give you a new ole, 
and Seed to ſow your Land : but an Huband- 
man I found you, and an Husbandman [le leay 
yox : And ſo he did. | 

Study you therefore the Conveniencies of 
your Calling , and not the inconvenience 
thereof altogether; and confider that you 
know the evils in your own Calling , bat you 
know not the evils in anothers. They havt 


eaſe and honour, and you have healrh anc 
Lo | ſafet] 


Calling. 

ſafety. Even Crowns are lin'd with tears ; and 
yet he that hath moſt doth but live. Think not 
therefore of forſaking thy Catling withour 
good warrant. It King Uzziah, 2 Chron, 26. 
10. had kept himſelf to the care of his King- 


dom, and the love of Husbandry, hemight 


have liv'd with comfort, and died with ho- 
nour , but he muſt incroach on the Calling of 
the Prieſt, and paid dear for it. Let his cxam-® 
ple be thy caution. Let the Prieſts follow their 


Calling, and do thou follow thine 


And 2. Contentment with thy Portion in 
thy Calling: It often falls out that poverty in 
compariſon , is the portion of the Husband- 
man asSitis, 2 Kings 25-12. The Captain of 
the Guard left of the Poor of the Land to be 
Vine-dreſſers and Husbandmen. It is the poor of 
the Land, eſpecially in Frazzce, and other 
Countries.,that arc the Husbandwen. Poverty 


15 the Husbandmans diſeaſe 3; one Noble- man 


can buy and ſell five hundred of them 3 And 
it is much adoe tobe poor and patient under 
it, You muki fludy therctore a cheartul con- 
tentedneſs with your portion, as bing carv'd 


unto you by the wiſe and holy God, wo bet- 


ter knew what was meet for you than your 
ſelves. 

- Rich Cordials would blow up the fpirits of 
ſome perſons, theretore the Phylictan pre- 
ſcribes them not. Let God alone with your 
allowance, look you to your duty. It is faid, 
Prov.15.4 In the houſe of the Righteous is mich 
treaſure : but in the revenue of the wicked 
Rn” | O 4 __ rowvole, 
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Mr. Dod trouble. Why, many a Righteous man hath 
uſed to hardly a penny in the houſe; where's the trea- 
on oe ſure? O he hath contentment for his riches, 
only diff. Contentment is his furniture for every room ; 
rence be. £1115 ſtocks his ground, - nay, this ferves inſtead 
tween the of ground : Confſjder;the leſs thou hali,the leſs 


Rich and will be required of thee i in this lite , and the 
the Poor, 


that the 
pdor's life ; and what hath the rich man in his riches, 


| purſe was but only the beholding of . thetn with his 
- 3ntheirFa- Lyecs * 0 


thers hand * Fje that hath Chriſt hath no want. It is the 
the Rich 


in their 
own. _ digon. Without God,nothing ; y have God,and 


there's enough, Reſolve, Lord this portion 
thou in thy wiſdom did'ft allot me, and Iam 
{atisfied; ' The Calling ſerv'd a better man 
than I, to wit, my Father Adam; And for 
Eſtate, the cond Adam poſſeſſed lefs than 1; 
I have an houſe: and he had none, caftel, and 
he had none z and why ſhould I repine, having 
as good a calling as the firſt Adam, and a grea- 
fer eftate than the ſecond ? 


Co - SECT. VII. 
_ =” "RR_ 
',. His Faith, YIT. To Seventh ſpecial Grace the Hys- 
7 bandman hath nced of, is Faith. He 
muſt learn to live by Faith. Providence ſeen.s 


ſometimes to frown; Promiſes they at the fame 
F time 


leſs wile thou have to account for in another 


Brittiſh Proverb, He» Dadaw, heb ddim,Duw a . 
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_ Calling. 
time ſmile 3 now what ſhall the Husbandman 


do without Faith? The winter 15 long, and . 


he longs for the ſpring and ſeedng(s :/ but the 
weather threatens he ſhall have no ſ(eedneſs at 
all. The Summer is long, and he longs tor har- 
yelt ; but the weather then threatens, he ſhall 
have no harveſt : here's the frowns of  Provi- 
dence. But now the Husbandman turns to the. 
Promiſe, and it ſmiles, Gen, 8. 22. While the 
urth remaineth, ſeedneſs and harveſt, and cold 
and heat, and ſummer and winter, and day aud 
might ſpall not ceaſe, And this his faith tells him 
5 certain and true , and therefore he doth his 
work,and leaves God to his; and while others 
are ina fright, hans down the head and re- 
pine, he believes in God, and is cheartul at the 
heart. | | 
Apain, the Husbandman goes into his barn, 
and there's no corn ;z inquires of his Wite, and 
there's no ſtore within,and little bread 3 looks 
into his purſe, and chere's no money : Then 
he recoils into his heart, and there's faith in. 
God, who hath ſaid, Pſal. 34. 10. The young 
Lions do lack and ſuffer bunger, but they that 
ſeek the Lord ſhall n:t wa;!t any good thing. 
And this through Grace he believes, and is 
atisfied : He truſts in the living God, who is 
tbe preſerver of all men, eſpecially of ſuch as he- 
eve, His daily bread he begs, and his daily 


Wbread he believes he ſhall have. IT know God 


will not ſuffer me to want, at leaft ay good 
ing. If poverty be good for me, I ſhall have 
it; and if plenty be good for me, I ſhall — 

- | that : 
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me, that knows ,my frame better than TI, 
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that : if better 'cloiths, and fare, and houſe 
were better for me , ] am ſure I ſhould have 
them 3 and4I reſolve my Father ſhall carve fo 


Though I ſee no reaſon of ſuch a condition, yet 
J] will bclieve there zx a reaſon. | 

And then the Husbandman hath need © 
Faith for his Children 3 for many times he 
leaves them to the wide world, hath made ſhift 
to educate them, and that's all. And when he 
dies , the Leaſe isexpired , and they muſtbe 
gone. But he believes that God. will take care 
of poor mens Children. If he have faith, and 
ſo be in covenant, he concludes that his Chil-F 
dren are in covenant alſo; and therefore is 
confident that God will provide for them, 
That God who hears young Ravens,will hear 
young Children. Though 1Þmaet was no bet. 
ter than he ſhould be, yet God beard the voice of 
the Lad, Gen.21.17, for the old love that was 
between himſelf and Abraham. And he often 
thinks with comfort on that, Pſal. 37. 25. [ 
have been young, aud now am old, yet have Int 
ſeen the righteous forſaken, nor bis Seed begging 
bread. 

And he hath need of Faith to hold up his 
heart, under his many wearifome cares and 
troubles. Faith will find honey in the Lion, 
and comfort in the Bible, when there is none 
on earth : and therefore when the Husband: 
man comes home tired with his hard work, 
he takes the Bible,and there finds that in eve) 
condition, all things ſhall work together for 


good 


\ Calling. 
good tothem that love God. That when fleſh' 
and heart faileth, yet God is the ſtrength of his 
heart and his portion fox ever. He finds that 
tribulation works patience, and patience expe- 
ricence. That affliction js better than fin. That 
it is better to be worn out with labour,than to 
be given up to luſt. He believes the day, how 
dark ſoever, will end well. O the Husbandman 
cannot live a day without faith. He cannot 
live by bread alone, but by every word that 
tbe} proceeds out of the mouth of God. 
are And lafily , he hath need of Faith for his 
ind] + poor ſoul in the world to come. It ever any 
kg man,fure he may fay,P/ſ21.27.13.1 had fainted, 
> is] wleſs I bad believed to ſee the goodneſs of the 
ml Lord 7» the land of the living. This is his re- 
car} fuge, when nothing cle will ſerve 3 when his 
ct-l| body and ſpirits are ſpent, when his cares and 
of | croſſes prevail againſt him, Heaven will putan 
vas end to this. Now Þ am plozgh:ingin the Earth, ' 
en but ſhortly ] ſhall be reaping in Heaven 3 This 
I ſweating lite will be over, and my ſinging life 
mh will begin; yet a while,and I ſhall be tent for 
"7 poſt to heaven. There is but one lite between 
me and a great Eſtate 3 my troubles will have 
iis an end, but my joy will never have anend 3 
dj and my ſhort afflidions, which are but for 2 


n, moment, are all this while working for me, an 
ny . exceeding great and eternal weight of glory. 
d- And this I believe. I have not only ſome 


ky MAeightand groundle(s hopes of-it, but I have 
Jl an Evidence for it. | find my Name in the 


Scripture , and fo know it 15 in the Boo 
: | | Lites 


Chap.7. 203 * 


OY" —_ «a the aa #4. 
Me Ws.” : % * 
* y: Py 
- 
{ 
, 
- 
v 


Chap.7- The Husbaudmans 


here, doth reſt in ho ex my poſſeſlions are lit- 


tle, but my reverfiafM@reat. He that ſhall be 


rich for ever, may be content t& be poor a 
while. | 
And thus you have heard what ſpecial Gra- 


ces the Husbandman ſhould have, and which = 


} earneſtly in Gods behalf perſwade you to 
ſirive for with all your might, leave no means 
unuſed, no ſirength unſpent, for the attaining 
of theſe Graces. Tt is poſſible to get them, its 
profitable to have them, it perillous to be 
without them ; without theſe you live but 
little above your beaſts , you do but drudge. 
O therefore go to the God of Grace for them, 
and never leave him till you have them, 


Life: And therefore my heart is glad, my glo. - 
ry rcjoyceth, my fleth alſo that hath lictle reſt 
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The Abuſe of HaPendry, 


I Ee on. 5 E are come now in the eighth me a 
W | Eact to diſcover the Abuſe of of —_ 
R F Exusband: And pity it is, that bandey. 
We Y- pILY » TNA 

&Y NY | fo honeſt and innocent an Im- 

(S4 | Fe frm ſhould be abuſed : but 
ray it is ar many. But that's the fault of 

the men, not of the calling 3 the calling ſhall 

be had in honour, when they ſhall die ia 

ſhame, What calling more excellent than the 

Miniſtry, and yet alas how 1s that calling abu- 

ſed ? But wo to them by whom offences come : 

let that holy calling ftand innocent and ho+ 

nourable notwithſtanding. Our worthy calling 

of Husbandry is defaced by too many 3 but for 

all chat, remains exccllent; Yet theſe Abuſes 

we muſt detect, that you may (cc the extreams, 

and never fall into them, 


Ap—_——_ 


—_—__— 


— — TP  —— -— — —_— 


SECT. -L Ps, 


I'T He firſt Abuſe of the Husbandmans Cat- BY Prun- 


kenneſs 
ling 1 OF by Drunt V1 eſs AH 4 1 Gluttony, && and Glut. 


We '0 ay. 
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we find, Gen. 9.20,21. And Noah began zo be 
an \ Husbandman,and be planted a Vineyard, and 
he drank, of the wine, and was drunken. Here 
we have Noab's Imployment, and his Infir 
ty. His [mployment;” he began to be an H Hd 
bandman. Though all the world was his, and 
his heirs for ever 3 yet he choſe to. have a Cal- Ni: 
ling,and he choſe this Calling, | And then here \, 
35 his Infirmityz where there are two extreams 
In opinion ; Some making it an unpardonable 
crime, that an aged, wiſe and holy man ſhould 
thus mifcarry : not charitably conlidering , 
that it was not intemperance, but inexperi- 
ence that cauſed his fall. And others, holding 
it was no fin at all, becauſe involuntary,and of : 
1gnorance : but this annihilates it not, exte. 
nuate it may it was ill done, but recotded 
purpoſely to warn us from the like. Patrzar- 
ohe nos docent non ſolim Docentes,ſed Errantes: 
The Patriarchs Errors teach us,as well as their 
Inſtructions. 

O let this inſtance teach the baud 
never to abuſc his Calling thus by drunkcn- 
neſs and Gluttony, I mean immoderate eating 
and drinking z when men eat or drink more 
than doth good, not only when it is too much 
for their heads or ſtomacks, but when it is too 
much for their time, or too much for their c- 
ſtate z which God will account drunkenneſs 
at the lalt day. Though there be degrees of 
it,and ſome worſe than other, and it is worſe 
in ſome men than in others, and beſcems an 
Husbandman as ill, as -moſt others in the 

world, 


"0 


is no Recreation but an Ale-houſe ; no way 


exerciſe on a Feftival, but quaffing and ſmoak- 


ng 

Ti this is a fearful Abuſe in thy Calling. 

Thy hard labour will never excuſe thy hard 

Wrinking 3 thy field groans that bears the 

"Wrain which thou thus abuſeſt. Why, this is a 
beaſtly, and deadly fin. Other fins,'tis true, in 
their nature are many of them worſe than 

this, but few beyond tt, conſidering the inſepa- 


AED. JOOTS. et * ra 90. 0. 


- Knan,or rather the beafti liable toall fins. A fin 
>. that by degrees will Gieal all the money out of 
thy purſe,all the comforts out of thy houſc,all 


; Wy credit, and all thy conſcience, and leave 


thee nothing but ſtinging ſorrow. 

OrcEifhe therefore this Abuſe. Hafi tkou 
no Recreation but thy Ruine ? No plcafure 
butia fin? No way to refreſh thy body, but 
Wy wounding thy foul ? haft thou fo many 
houſes near thee, where thou may'{t be chear- 


ful, and welcome for thy company , and will 


' Wrone ſerve thee but the Ale-houſe, where thou 
at welcome only for thy money ? Think as 
thou ex.treſt in thoſe doors, Doth God call me 
nither? Can I give accouat of this? Is God 
to be met with here? would I be found thus 
by Death ? Shall I gratifie my ficſh to pro- 
roke my God ? Shall I ſadden my Conſcience 
to chear my Appetite ? Ile away, Ile fiay 
here no longer, Depars from we ye evil- 


doerr, 


toquench his Cares, but by ſhrong drink ; no 


nble effeRs of it > namely, the rendring the - 


world. And yet he 1s prone to think, there 


_ _ 


Se 2, 
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doers, for 1 will keep the Commandments of my 
God. = | 

But this exceſs of the Husbandman is not 
ordinary, but chiefly at the great Feſtivals and 
yearly Wakes ; and then he is in exceeding 
fault. For though it be convenient for friend 

ſometimes to meet together , and be chearful, 
yet the principal end of ſuch Obſervations 
muſi not be forgotten , which was to prailc 
God,and not pamper the flcth ; To fpend time 
in religious exerciſes, and feaſting only to at. 
tend upon that; But by no means to diſko- 
nour God by exceſs, or keep ſuch feaſts, as Je 
{us Chriſt would not keep you company in; 
or, like Nabal, to be prodigal once a year, and 

penurious ever after. The wile Husbandman 

will not do ſo. Temperance and Chearfulne(s 

are con(tant diſhes on his Table. He that will 

be devout to God,or charitable to others, mult 

not be indulgent to himſelt. 


—_— 


SECT. If. 


By Cruel. I we He Second Abuſe of Hasbandry 15, 


ty to the 


Cruelty tothe Creature, An unreaſon- 


Creaturs, able, unmercitul uſe of the Creatare, where- 


by a man beats the heart out of his Catte!,. 
the heart out of his Ground, yea, the heart 
.,out of his Servants and Children, 
Prov, 12, 10, A righteow' man regardeth 


Tt is faid,, 
the 


life 


he 
fe 


life ef bvs beaſt, but "the tender, mercies of the ' 
wicked are cruel, He regards his 1 very beaſt out 
of pity ; not only out of policy, but pity. Now 
to weary out ,. and break the ſpirits, of the 
þarmleſs and laborious beaſts, out of an immo- 
deratedefite to'do much work, or.gget mych 
gain, this iS an abuſc ini Husbandry, and a (pot 
upon Chriſtians.If God ſhould give thy Horſe 
or Oxea tongue to ſpeak,as he did to Balaamg 
Aſs, how unanſwerably might they ask thee, 
What bave T done to thee, that thou haſt ſmitten 
me theſe three times ? Numb. 22.28, Why art 
thou ſo unmerciful to one , that cannot ſpeak 
for himſelf? You muſt” remember , they are 


your fellow-fervants , and you bur Stewaxds, 


«nd riot Lotds over them.” You; are the Lords 
reaſonable Servants , and rhey are his unrea- 
ſonable Servants; you ate both made of the 
ſanic Mold;and it is only the goodneſs of God, 
that hath made- you bettex, arid'if you: want 
Grace, you are worſe than they. 

Uſe therefore that Mercy and Moderation, 
that beſeems a man of Bowels, a man of Reli- 
gion. Conſider,if God have not ſometimes ta« 
kea away fome of thy Cartel, for thy cruelty 
to the reſt ; and ſometimes blaſted thy bufineſs, 
which with ſo much impatience thou haſt 
purſued, A man would think Bedlam were 
broke looſe, co {te the mad frantick paſſion you 
{»merimes are in with your Cattel, when they 


| IG you no cauſe, but by being ignorant, that. 


3,you are outragious with them, becauſe they 
ite beaſts, O the heat, the rage, the oaths ,the 
P curles. 
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 ByPruds- x5 1,4 He Third Abuſe of Husbandry is 
. Draaging: that is, a baſe 


a3NnB+ 


EL IT 


curſes, the nonſenſe, the Rxipes,nay, ſometimes |;i; 


che maims you beſtow upon them, for little or 
no cauſe at all: where's the mercy now, where's 
the patience , where's the meeknels that be- 
comes your reaſon, your profeſſion ? The worll 


of them are more trattable to you than you are 


to God: your Oxc knows you better than ſome 
of you know God , fox he'l follow, you when 


you carry his meat befoxe him , but you will: 
_ not follow aftex God , though 


ſprings arc in him 3 your Cattcl will quietly 
ſubmit to the Yoke , while you wrangle and 
wreſtle againſt any Yoke that's put upon you, 
' Bewail therefore and amend this fooliſh 
cruelty,and ſhew mercy below thee,as thou cx- 
peReſt mercy from above. Foritis often found, 
that mild and moderate endeavours conduce 
more to-thrift, than the impaticnt hurrying, 
and cruel wringing of worldly men : Gods 
bleſling, which alone makes rich,accompanying 
that former, but ſeIdom the latter way 3 who 
ſooner or later revengeth the cauſe of his 
meaneſt Creatures,upon thoſe that cruelly op- 
preſs them, 4 


SECT. IIF. 


mercileſs 


plodding 


all your freſh { 


s Calling. 
rlodding in the world, and enſlaving both of 


or: foul and body to it, a ſerving it, when a man 
e S Fihould ſerve himſelf of it ; wheretore the Holy. 
e- IGhoſt faith. Hep, 2.13. Behold, js it not of the 
rs JLord of Hoſt, that tbe people; ſhall labour in the 
re fjre,ond people ſhall weary themſelves for very va» 
ity? It isa very great judgment from God, 
and folly in man to do it. To take ſuch excet< 
Mlive care and pains,as even to broyl in the fire, 
through extream labour, and all this for vani= 
ty,for very vanity .It is no way fit.that Chriſts. 
1d lfervant ſhould be the worlds drudge 3 chat 
thou who waſt made a little lower than the 
Angels, ſhouldfi make thy (elt equal with the 
beaſts, The comfort of thy life 15 much better 
than the riches of the world : And itis nei- 
ther thy wiſdom nor duty to deſtroy the Sub- 
$ Fliance for the Accident; to gain the world, 
ds Wand loſe thy ſelf; to get a living, and hazard 
8 Ethy life , Os; 
10 | Obj:&. All our toyling will but maintain our 
1s charge; with all our dradging we do but live 
p- Wits exfre to talk, but we alone feel what it 3s ta 
pay ſuch a Kent, and maintain ſuch a Family : 
They that blame our toyl will not keep oxr Chil- 
iren, and therefore ought t0 let ws alone, 
Anſw. 1. It is moſt ſad in outward reſpects, 
If it be fo, that ſo excellent a Creature as man, 
(ould be forced to wear out his ſpirits to get 
a living, and ſpend all his dayes in extream la- 
bour tor food and rayment, And woe roſuch 
is | hard- hearted Landlords, and each of their un- 
(s | confcionable Bayliffs alſo, that inpole ſuch 
A þ P z heavy 
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heavy Rents for poor men, their fellow Chri- 
{tians to live on. As the Emperour (aid of cruel 

Herod, 1t were better to be his Swine, than his 
Son : ſo one may truly fſay,it were better to be I; 
their Horſes or Dogs, than their Tenants; for ; 
they have more exprellions of love and kind- 
neſs from them, and eaſier ſervice impoſedon 
them, than their Tenants have. What a woful 
thing 1s it, that one man, nay, one Chriſtian, 
ſhould fo ride upon, and oppreſs another ? 
That the Landlord ſhould 'furfet with plenty, 
and the Tenant ſtarve with want ; the Land- 
lord fing,the Tenant ſuffer 3 the one (wim'in Y'*- 
the others ſweat and tears, and live in the |: 
others death, This is horribte injuftice,which 
the great Landlord of you all will revenge. 

Alas ! the Lace of one Saute of yours, would 
clothe all his family : your extravagant Sauces 
would purchaſe a'tull belly for them,the week 
about, Such an abatement of Rent, as would 
do you no hurt, would make your Tenant and 
his Children fing all the year, and bleſs God 
for you. Did you ſee their intollerable pains, 
their homely and ſcanty fare; and hear their F.. 
frequent fighs and pitcous moan, your hearts 
muli be harder than rocks, if they did not re- 
lent. 

Abate therefore, for pities ſake, of your ri- 
gour, let not your little tinger be heavier than 
your Grandfathers loins; remcmber you are (| 
all of the ſame dult , and what have you that Y,, 
you have not received ? And know, that your 
mercy will lofe you: nothing : the abating of IN 

your 
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your Rents , ſhall procure the advancing of | 
your, houſe. Remember, the liberal max devi+ 
ſth Jiberal things, and by liberal things be ſhall 
21d, How many by ſuch ſeverities, have in- 
deed gotten great wealth for their Children ; 

Kut Gods curſe coming with it , that wealth 
hath occaſioned the ruine of theſe Children 3 
whereas more moderate Portions or Eſtates, 
might have matcht them with far more com- 
ort, yea,and plenty. And is there any wiſdom 

42 (forecaſt by bringing many families to penu- 
y, to ſtore up a little Mammon of ynrighte- 
uſneſs, and therewith to undo your own 
ouls, and your Children,when you are gone ? 
for he is wile that hath (aid, Prov. 15 27. He 
hat is greedy of gain troableth his own houſe, as 
ell as all about him. _ 
'2. But notwithſtanding the hard bargains 
ou have, this is nor the proper way to mend 
hem. God requires no more from any man, 
han he can comfortably do. If you had more 
'aith,you would need /efitoyl; and lively pray= 
rs would excuſe. much ot your languiſhing 
ains and travel: And therefore,as the Apolile 
Irders, Phil.4.7. Let your moderation be kyown 
mall mer, | baridlencl(s, but perſwade to 
. {noderation : work with leſs intenſne(s for the - 
| Facat that periſheth, than for the meat that pe. 
tiſketh not : make not thy life a ſlavery, Eccle. 

B22. For what hath man of all bis labour, aud . 
be vexation of bis heart, wherein be hath labon- 

ea under the Sun ? For all bis dayes are ſorrow, 

044 bis travel grief,yea,and his heart taketh not 

P | P 3 relt 
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"eſt 32 the night ; this is alſo yanity. A lively 
deſcription of. chis abuſe in queſtion, and the 
ecnſure of wiſdom upon it, it is vanity. Yea, 
this brutiſh humour js ſometimes found iy 
thoſe, that have no need to do it, Eccleſe 4 8. 
There is one alone, and there i4 n0t a ſecond, yes, 
be hath neither Child or Brother, yet there is w 
end of all big Iahour , neither is his eye ſatifiedl 
with riches, neitber ſaith he, for rad do T has 
bour, and bereave my ſoul of good ; this # alſof 
vanity, yea, it is a ſore travel : Who are the 
greateſt drudges many times , but they that 
have enough? perhaps no Child or near Re 
lation to care for? Away then with this 
wretched and uncomfortable life ; uſe thelf 
world,as not abuling it. Labour in it, as being 
above it, and ſerve it not with more fervency 
chan Him that made It. | 


? 


ov. 4- 9 E C T. ' I V. {Ot 


ud m_ YT ks Fourth Abuſe in Husbandry is {i 
Swearing, Roſh Swearing. I cannot ſay that heig], '* 
alone, or chief in this Sin.” Tt was more witt 


wicked heads, that invented the Oaths whict n 
he doth but imitate ; he doth bue trot afte 4 


the furious gallop of greater Perſons, that gc 
before him; but however, this fearful abvlt $2 


hath yu on _— Husbandmen , ul 
| - : 
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that now. adaycs with redoubled force and 
tha frequency. What houle is free from raſh Oaths 
aday together ? what ſhop can yon pals, but 
| you may hear the buyer ſwear he'l give ao 
more, as well as the (cller, that he'l cake no 
If? what Market , but the noiſe of them 
; wh reacheth our cars ? ſo that we may truly and 
fied fadly ſay with the Prophet, Fer. 23.10. Be- 
'f cauſeof ſwearing the Land Cairne. Theſe 
alſo adorn their difcourſe, theſe confirm their bar- 
thell gains, in theſe they pleaſe, in theſe they pride 
hard themſelves; nay,fometimes in their cups,never 
Rell Fore (as Excellent Mr, Harris obſerves) was 
+; worried worſe, and putled in pieces by the 
the cxuel Dogs , than is Gods own Son by cruel 
:no= and bloody Swearers 3 one crying fides, ano= 
icy} ther heart, another wounds, ſo tearing in pic- 
' 1} ces again the Lord that bought them,and put- 
| Fiing him to an open ſhame : But the Lord 
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I that looks on, will not hold you guiltleſs in .. 


— {Uthis abuſe, Hath Chriſt ſaid, fwcar not ſuch 
oaths at all, and you his Servants ſpeak no 
'other language ? Canli thou forbear before 
man,any word that might hurt thee, as words 
of treaſon, &c. and dareſt thou venture to 

ie} {wear before thy God , which-is no leſs than 


cid freaſon againl(i him ? The more cafily you c- 


ſcape any puniſhment from man , the more 
ich ſharply will this fin be avenged by God 3; wio 
fred) hath fortified this Commandment in particu- 
of ar with this reſolution, He will not beld them 
br puiltlefs, that take bis Name invais. 

and 1t_ you injure your Neighbours name » the 
hath P 4 Judge 


itt 
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Judge ſhall judge you : but if you fin thus a- 


'gainlt the Name of God, who ſhall intreat for 


ou? words you'l fay are but wind'; but they 


are ſucha wind as will, without repentance, 


blow you into hell; Peters words 'colt him bit- 
ter tears : and Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid , this 
word thou Fool in anger,is worthy of hell fire; 
you fay its but cuftom , and you do it notin 
any ill intent : but this aggravates the fault, 
that you can neither pretend profit nor plea- 
ſure for your fin, but only ufe, and yet will uſe 
it: You will continue to diſpleaſe God, becauſe 
you arc uſed toit: Asif a-common Robber 
ſhould plead before 2 Judge, not Guilty, be- 
caule he had no ill intent, only it was his cu- 
{tom z which indeed deſerves the ſeverer Con-} 
demnation 3 cuſtom can never extenuate a 
fault, but aggravate it. | 

Perhaps you'l ſay, without oaths you can- 
not be believed : but experience tells the con» 
trary,that many a man that cannot ſwear, can 
obtain more belief, than he that ſwears every 
word 3 and reaſon tells us, that he who dare 
be prophane againſt God, . can eafily venture to 
be deceitful towards man. And where an Oath 
15S fajd to befor an end to all firife , it's not 
meant of that Oath , which is the Corruption 
of man, but that Oath which is the Oraznance 
of God. Any man will judge us of ſmall credit, 
if not quite bankrupt, that will pawn our Faith 
and T ruth, our beſt Jewels, tor every ſmall 
trifle, And it's better to want credit with men, 
I trow, than favour with God ; better to un 
& Yao fa $ £504 "EEEY | T2045 dergo 
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dergo mans z#j#ft ſuſpition , than Gods juſt 
Condemnation, 

If you excuſe it, and ſay, you uſe but ſmall 
Oaths , and do not fill your mouths with the 
more bloody ones : You ſhew hereby your ig- 
norance of the nature of an Oath, which as it 


ought tobe in truth and judgment, fo it is ne- 


ceflary (if you will not ſwear as Pagans) that 
nothing be {worn by, but that God, which 
knows the {incerity, and can avenge the falſe- 
neſs of the heart ; which prerogative, by your 
common Oath, you give to the creature, and 
ſo place it in the room of Ged, which infiead 
of leſſening,doth greaten your faule,and make 
your tin the more tinful, Fer.5.7. Thy Children 
have forſaken me, and ſwory by them that are 10 
Gods. 

Some think indeed,that an Oath is an orna- 
ment to their ſpeech ; but let thoſe know, that 
truth and ſoberne(s are the true Ornaments. 
To adorn your ſpeech with that which effends 
God, and all good men, is an unworthy paint, 
which Hell tice at fartheſt will melt off,, What 
dreadful inſtances could [ give of Gods Judg- 
ment on ſuch in this life? and theſe all are _ 
preludiums to the world to come. Mr, Dod 
uſed to ſend the ſwearer to the fifth of Zacha» 
ry,the fifth of Matthew,and the fifch of Fames * 
An arrow from Hcaven in each place, againſt 
raſh (wearers. 

Break off therefore this thy fin by ſe rious 
repentance, and ſpeedy reſolution, and ſcta 


watch at the door of thy = » ef thou blaſt 
that 


» 
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that with thy Oaths, which thou haſi gotten 
by thy ſweat, and left thou teach thy children 


to come to hell after thee, It were better thou 
didft bite off thy tongue , than provoke God 


' with it3 better to be damb, than ſpeak to his 


diſhonour, The accurfed imbroidery of an oath, 
beſcems not the platnneſs of an Husbandman, 


tht. 


<> ” n cm 


SECT. v. 


V.'T He Fifth Abufe in Husbandry is, Covet- 


_ ** ozſxeſs, which conſiſts in an immoderate 
deſire in getting , an anxious care in keeping, 
and a baſe niggardiſc in parting with worldly 
goods.And this abaſe, though moſt noxious in 
others, yet is moſt frequent in the Husband- 
man,He begins firſt with a little,and his defircs 
reach not after much, but yet after more than 
he hath : but when that is attained, he as ar- 
dently longs for more,'and when he hath arri- 
ved to a competence , his defires arc ftill more 
carneſi than at the firſt, Thus ſome of this 
Calling have confeſſed, how they covetcd firſt 
one Cow, then two, then four, then ten, then 
twenty,and that not without repining at their 
preſent caſe, and impaticnt carncſinefs after 
more, His Neighbour hath a detter houſe than 


| He,and he covets that : a greater flock than he, 


and that he envies ; And his wretched heart, 


like 


| wealth: 5 Can a Man be coyctous that only keeps 
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like the Elephants skin,that ſiretches Rillas he 
ills it, widens and reaches aftcr more an 
more. No company is pleaſing to him, except 
he can get by them, nothing held diſhoneſt, 
thatis but profitable, no God like Gold , nor 
Heaven like a heap of Money. 

But as infidelity is the breeding root, fo co- 
vetouſneſs is the nouriſhing roat of all eyil ; 
It pierceth the heart with many ſorrows,x Tim. 
6: 10. Like Aqua fortis on Steel, if it take the 
heart, it will not leaye it,till it have eaten out 
all goodneſs ; z and like the Viper that catsout 
her Mothers belly, fo doth it reward its Ma- 
ſier for its lodging. O the cares, the fears, the 
ſorrows of a coyetous man ! Though his barn, 
houſe, purſe, be full, yet his heart is not full 3 
like the diſeaſe called the Folf,that is alwayes 
cating, yet keeps the body lean. He lies by his 
money, asa fick man by his meat, he hath no 
power to take it, but only to look upon it : he 
covets to covet, and labours to labour, and ca- 
reth to care,and befools himſelf as an Als, that 
carries treaſures all day on his back , and at 
night they be taken from him , they did him 
no good bur load him, 

And when all other fins wax old, this grows 
young.and is (trongelt when the man ig weak- 


«{«& :whar a life is this, that a man wants what 


he hath,as well as what he hath not ? for he is 
maſter of nothing » his eſtate is maſter OVcr 


him. - 
I know you will ſay, I covet no mans 


his 
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his own ? To. this learned Auguſtine anſwers 
He is not only a covetous man, that taketh a- 
way another mans goods , but he allo that 
greedily and niggardly keepeth. his own, The 
; rich man,Like 16.20, that ſuffered Lazarys to 
dic for want at his door, was covetous only of 
his own : And they that were condemned into 
everlaſting torments, Mat. 25. 41. were f{cn- 
tenc'd into hell, not for robbing, others, but for 
not giving their own. Otherwiſe, this plea 
would excuſe moſt other 'finners as well as 
you. For the drunkard may as well {ay, I do 
but ſpend my own, &c. whereas indeed, ifa 
true-Inventory were taken, you have nothing 
of your own but fin : You are but Stewards of 
all the reſt. And what a bootleſs thing is it for 
a Steward, cither to be greedy tO get, or loth 
to part with that which is none of his own? 

. Let not therefore that diſquicting and un- 
comfortable Diſeaſe enter into your houſe or 
heart,that may increaſe your ſtate, but will en- 
ercaſe your trouble : but covet earneſily the 
belt gitts, be inſatiable after the Grace of God: 
There's riches without danger, and treaſures 
without troubles. This know, your immode- 
rate deliresafter the world will never compats 
it, unleſs it come in wrath to you. Grant, that 
you doheap up ſomewhat greater portions for 
your children by your immoderate defires and 
endeavours 3 can that ever dothem good that 
you have finned to get? or be a blcſling to 
them , which you have ' gotten with a curſe ? 
nay, do you not {ce many Children __— 
wil 


<* 


__—_ 


thers with great Dowries; and that it lies in 
the providence and bleffing of God , to make 


I the beſt proviſion for you and yours, which 


you are likeliett to have, while you moderately 
deſire, and temperately labour for the (ame, 


ee et 
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y of eG Sixth Abuſe in Husbandry 1s, Baſe 

or wrong ends. A man may ſpoil the beſt 
Calling 'under Heaven by managing it to poor 
and baſe ends,and ennoble the meaneſt Calling 
by Cceleſftial arms therein.Of all men,the Hus- 
bandman fhould dignific his Calling by right 
and noble ends; for what is more contempti- 
ble than a mean manin a meaz callmg, and his 
ends meaxeſt of all? every firoke a man takes 
in his honeſt calling is made fin , by levelling 
his labours to baſe ends. A great deal of good 
pains is ſpoiled and loſt, for want of a good 
end, As for example; Itisa low baſeend to 


get riches, to greaten your poſterity, to overtop 


your neighbours, to make provition for the 
flcth; theſe are poor ends for a rational man, 
poor ends for a right Chriſtian : A Chriſtian 


man mult have Chriſtian ends, Alas !.if Riches 
be thy end, Riches ſhall be thy wages. Ita 


great Eſtate be thy end, a great Eſtate ſhat] - 
| thy 


Caling. a? Chap. g. 


with nothing far more comfortably, than o- 


$. 6 


By wrong 
Ends. 
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thy portion : and then what a bargain hays 
you made ? That's a terrible Scripture , which 
Come of the Fathers could never read without 
trembling, Luke 6. 24. Wo unto you that are 
Rich, for you have received conſolation : And 
that may go with it, Pſal. 17. 14. Mex of the 
world; who have their portion in thuc life, whoſe 
belly thou filleft with thy hidden tregſures. A (ad 
charadter, and a (ad diſcharge. And this ſutes 


with no inan better than a baſe ſpirited Hus- | 
bandman 3 who is a man as it were born of the 


world.,and buricd alive therein ; with hard la- 
bour he gets a portion , and an eſiate therein; 
and that 1s all that ever he is like to have, 
ueſt. Brut may not an Hausbandman maks 
Kiches,Pleaſnre,or Eaſe in bis Old Agegbas end? 
Anſw. An end is cither {ubordinate or ul- 
timate 3a next end,or a laſt end. Riches, Plea- 


ſure or Eaſe may be a ſubordinate end, but 


muſi not be the ultimate or laſt:end. Y ou may 
defign, deſire, and labour for them for God's 
fake, but not for their own ſake, A man may 
dclirea good Horſe, or a ſafe Boat, to carry 
him to his friend or bufineſs, but not to dwcll 
upon, not for themſelves; even ſoa man may 
delign and defire outward ends, as riches or 
caſe, not for the injoying of them, but that we 
may better love, ſerve and enjoy God. As all 
cauſes run up, and refolve themſelves into tht 
firſt cauſe , ſoall our ends ſhould terminate in 
the laſt end of all things, which 1s the glory 
and honour of God) for of him, and through 
him,and to him are dll things,to whom be Glory, 
Rom: 
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Rom. 11. 36. The Husbandman looks up and 
cryes, Ah Lord, I livc here on Earth, but my 
aims are as high as Heaven; though [ be but a 
poor man, yet I] have rich ends; I accuſe not 
my Superiours: but if a man ſtand on a Tower 
and ſhoot downward, he that ſiands at the 
bottom of it and ſhoots upward, may fly above 
him, The poor Peaſant may look as high as the 
Prince in this ſenſe 3 and the Ploughmans la- 


I bour pleaſe his Maker more than the Vidtories 


of an Emperour 3 the one ſerving the will of 


I his heavenly Lord, the other ſacrificing to his 


helliſh Luſt, 

And this leads us to the Ninth poins, which 
ts to ſet down the Husbandmans defigns in his 
Calling. Alwayes provided, this point be not 
laid afide without ſome uſe thereof 3; namely, 
that you bewail this abuſe of it in others, and 


 tcform it in your (elves : mend the Gme as far 


25 you cans and mourn for it wherein you can= 
not; as the Apolile faith, Vſe the world as not 
«buſing it,{o uſe this Calling as not abuling it 5 
adorn it and do not ſhame it : A bad Husband- 
man,and a good Chriſtian,ſeldom go together. 
And ſo much for the Eighth Point, 


Go 
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bandmans 
A SECTION, I. 


a= E arcarrived now at the Ninth 


\ CYA#)1 which is the Deſigns which the 
'\ RJ good Husbandman ought to 
ESESzY have in his Calling, It is a mans 
end that crowns or ſhames his work. Thi 
Husbandmans ends do etinoble his Calling; 

And they are theſe : 
To 'olede . . 7* The chict end of the Husbandman it 
and Hort. his Calling is, To Pleſt andGlorifie God, If 
fie God, he can butattain this, he 15 rich enough, This 
is manis greateſt duty, and higheſt priviledyge: 
*Tis the Chriftians' Character and Motro, 
Rom.14.8, 9; For none of wi liveth to himſelf, 
and no man dieth to himſelf , for 'whether we 
live we live unto the Lord, &c, Mark, it's ſaid; 
#one of w, of what ſort or degree ſocver, liv- 
iP eth to himſelf, but to the Lord. It's true, 
the more noble, wile and learned, the more 
they ſhould contribute to theſe ends; but 
even the poor Husbandman mult add his 


ane 


_—_ 
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| general Head of this Subje&, 


Mite: eyen a Dwart may ſhoot at the Zenith, F 


Calling; | Chap. & 
and aim as high as the greateſt Giant.O there= 
fore [tir up your ſelves, and dircct your deſigns 


on high. It thou can "lt any way magnitic the 
Wiſdom, Greatneſs, Holineſs and Goodneſs of 


| thy Maker, happy art thou, and happy is thy 


Calling, This is an End for an Angel. : They 
trumpet forth his Glory , and ſo doſt thaw; 
they ſanctitie his:-Name in Heaven , and thou 
in thy lower ſphere doli fanGifie his Name 
on Earth. And though thoy ſhooteſt with a 
weaker bow; yet aimeli,atas high a mark.. 

But alas !. ſay you, How can I glorifie. my : 


Maker , that am but one remove from 2 piece 


of earth, yeaof ſinful carth. 1 2n/>ver, Not only 
the Heavens declare the Glory of God, Plal; £9:14 
but even Beaſts, and all Gattel, creeping things, 
and flying fowl, Plal.14$.19, :4nd would you 
know how ? Sce ver.8. T he fireaud hail, ſnow 
endvapour, ftormy wind fulfilling hs word, How 
maniteltly.:dqes the fnow.,, hail and tempeſt, 
preach the power,julice and wiſdom of God 3 
I fay,they do phanly preach chem, and that by 
doing his will, hanging id the Sky, and falling 
on the Earth as he plealeth. , As well taughe 
Children or Servants do honour and magnthtie 
their Saperiours by their ready obedience z 
Even fo at lcaft, may the poor Husbandmar 
#lorifie his Father i in Heavcn, by an obedient 
deporting himſelf in his place, and doing the 
will of God in his vocation. 

And therctore this he ſhould aim at in his 
Calling « why, hcre Lam, here | work, and 


(wear, chictly to pleaſe my God, who hath ſet 


Q my 
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my lines, and carved me out my imployment ; 
and hence cven Servants muſt do ſervice, with 
good will as to the Lord,andnot to mea Epii.6.7, 
35 if God himſelf did every morning let the 
Husbandman his task, and at might ſurvey his 
work: With what care and dclipht ſhovld 
ſuch a man follow his bufine(s; that hath ſuch 
a Maſier as God himfelf ? Lord ſlaycs the Hus» 


dandman, I am but a mean creature, but yer I | 
will honour thee, | as well as a mican man may | 
do; Ile work to plcafe thee ,' and by coule- | 
quence no harder nor cafier than- will pleaſe | 
thec; Ile yoke and _— whentnou would | 
have me, ascxaQly as I can difcern by that | 


prudence ] have,and thoſe rules of Religion to 
be obſerved to thee, and pity to the Creatures, 
When I come horne I have but a mean fteaſ, 
but yer Whether I eat or drink, or whatſoever 1 
ds,it (hall ſome way be terminated in that end 
of ends,the Glory of God 1 Cor.10.34. When 


1gotobed, I will not forget that whether I 
wake or ſleep 1 ſhould live to thee, for thee, with | 


thee,r Theſ.5. Jong) my work be mean, 
yet my aims are excellent; and braſs guilded 


with gold will make it glifter. A poor man 
with rich ends, is of good account in Heaven. 

It is certain , that the holieft ation of an 
hypocrite,if you ravel it to the bottom,cnds at 


felf 3 and the mcaneſi action of a Saint,ends at | 


God: for example, why doth the hypocrite 
pray ? That he may paſs well with others, or 
fatisfic the cryes of his Conſcience. And why 


aims he at theſe ? That he may have reputs 


: Calling. Chap. oN 


without, or quict within, And why doth he - 


dchire theſe ? Why, becauſe they do. gratifie 
carnal ſelf, On the other fide, Why doth the 
Husbandman work ? To provide for his fami- 
ly. And why that? That he may educate and 
dipole his Children, And why fo ? That they 
may honour and ſcrve their heavenly Father, 
when their earthly Parents are dead and gone, 


| Well then, let this. end furmount all others, 
| and be diligent and faithful in your Calling,tq 
q pleaſe that God who hath ſet you therein, and 
to gloritie him , what in you lies, by ſetting 
I forth his Wiſdom, Power and Gogdnels, that 


when he changes your countenangcs,annd ſends 
you aw ay,yuu may ting that {weet fong, Foba 
17. 4. Father, [ have glorified thee ox earth, 1 
bave finiſhed the work, which thou baſt given me 


todo, And now Father glorifie me with thy ſelf. 


SECT. It. 


— ſecond delipn of the Chriſtian 


I Sozel, This he fiudies upon night and day. He 


knows that eſtate 1511] got that bego2rs the 
Soul that rent fozrily paid, that makes him 
run 1N arrears With God; And therefore (2 
ving tiakes in the world 1s his by-bufinefs, 
but aving his ſoul is his main batinefs © For 
CL 2 1» {> 32 


The Salvze 
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* 


what will it profit a man to gain the whole 
world, and to loſe bis own ſoul ? Matth. 16 26. 
what is he better, if he dilchargeall his debts, 
and dic in Gods debt, and be calt into the pri- 


fon of hell for ever? What welcome can he |} 


have to God, that hath done every thing bat 
what was chiefly given him in charge ? That 
15 good counfel then for the Husbandman, 
Mat. 6. 19,20, Lay notup for your ſelves zrea- 
ſures upon earth, where moth and ruſt doth cor- 
T#pt, and where thieves break through aud ſteel, 
but lay up for your ſeloes treaſure in Heaven. 
Nothing you can get in this world,that can be 


' laid up ſafe; but if your ſoul be faved , that 


will be fafe for ever. LP 

You muſt remember . that you were not 
made to work and eat , but to ſave your ſouls 
in the firft place. Ged hath no where promt- 
ſed, that if you feck the world, and the vani- 
ties thereof, the things of Gods Kingdom ſhall 
be added to you z but he hath promiſed, that 
if you Seekthe Kingdom of God, and the righte- 
oxſneſs thereof , all other things ſhall be added to 
you, Mat. 6; 33, And therefore the Religious 
Husbandman will ſecure the main chance, [ 
mult part with my houſe, and my ground,and 
my children, but my ſoul I mutt live with for 
ever, and that ] will ſecure. | know many 
things are xſef#l,but one thing is #eedfxl: And 
no Ccarc enters deeper than the welfare of this; 
no croſs lies heavicr, than the hindrance of 
this. As ina common fire, a man will firive to 
fave his building 3 but if he cannot, he would 


noiy. 


; Calling. Chap. 8. 229 
not loſe his goods ;yet if theſe go in the flame, 
he*l venture tar to fave his Caſh, his Writings 


and his Jewels. So our Husbandman is careful 
of his other concerns, but his Soul, his Jewel, 


I in the thickeſt of his buſineſs, he will endea- 


vour to feed, and cure, and fave, whatſoever 
it coli him, | 

The ſoul like ſome great Perſonage is ſome- 
what exceptious 3 if ſhe be not regarded in the 
firſt place, ſhe willnot be (erved with broken 
meat, When that is made a by-bufine(s, which 
ſhould be the main butineſs; when men arc 
ſcxious in trifles, and trivialin ſerious things, 
that's wiſdom from beneath, fiark folly before 
God. Ihe Husbandman is loth to end his life 
with that doleful ſong, Cant.1.6. My Mothers 
Children made me keeper of the Vineyards , but 
my own Vineyard | have not kept. | 

And yetalas tor grict! how many ſuch fool- 
iſh Creatures are there, that like Children ſent 
upon ſome weighty errand , fall in love with 
thisand the other gay flower or vveed in thicir 
way, and play with them, while their buſineſs 
is neglected 3 how do ſuch Children deſerve 
to be wclcom'd home ? So do they. Almighty 
God hath ſcent you into this world upon 2 
great errand , namely to conquer the Devil, 
exalt the Lord Jefus,and climb co Heaven. Ah 
Sirs, do yt fallin love with the fading flow- 
ers of lawtul comforts , do not play with the 
inking weeds of unlawtul lufſts, and forget 
your errand, Remember,there's no convertion 
atter death, no Sermons 1n the grave, no for- 
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giveneſs i in hell 3 lo, this is the accepted time, 
this is the day of falvation,you mutt plow and 


ſow for Eternity, No {eedneſs here,no harveſi 


there. 


SETTL, ILL 


I1 a third Dcfign of the Husbandman | 
ſhould be, The Pwblick Good, He |} 


hath learned but a little way in the bogk of 
C iiriftianicy,that fets his private benetit above 
the publick good. He that will Sleep in Feſw, 
muſt ſerve bis Generation, As 13.36. And the 
Religious Husbandman will terre his God, 


and then will ſerve his Generation , and then | 
will ferve him{elt ; not himſclt ftirtt no, how | 


may { further the common good ? He plows 


and ſows, not only becauſe be lives by it, but 
becaule the Commonwealth cannot live with» | 


out it. That was right Husbandry in Foſepn, 


Gen.41. He &id not hoard corn,and let others | 


{fiarve; but he hoarded it, left others ſhould 
{larve : It is ſaid, Prov.11.26. He that with- 
boldeth corn, people ſhall curſe him, but bleſſing 


forall be upon the head of him that ſelleth it 3 and 
the wiſe Husbandman more values the bleſling 


of God upon an empty barn , than a full bam 
and a curſe therein. He is more pleaſed with 


the publick wealth, though he lie under pri- 


v7 Jail 


bats wo 
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vate wants, than if himſelf had wealth, and 


there were Publick wantabroad. Though he 
bc a private man, yet he ſhould have a Publick 


| (pirit. 


It is &range , what Infiances have becn of 
this Excellcat Spirit among Heathens. Oe 
adviting his Countrey-men for the publick 


1 Good , though he knew that Advice would 


{peedily coſt him his life. Another purpotcly 
diſguiting himfclf in the battel, that he might 


q dic there to ſave his Country. Azother ventu- 
J ring to Scain a dreadtul ftorm to relieye his 
| needy City with Corn, with this concluſion,it ut viven. 


231 


Necefſe eſl 


Ut £2, non 


is not necclary that [ live , but it is neceſſary Pomp. 


that Rome be relieved. Shall limping Nature 
go thus tar, that had no Bible but che Crea» 
tures,nor Heaven but the Elyftan fields? Sure- 
ly grace in the Husbandman will not leave 


I him behind. For he hath far ſironger induce- 
I ments to be publick ſpirited, to wit, The Love 


of Jctus Chriſt, which love being (hed abroad 
in his heart by the holy Ghoſti-, ſhould make 


T him drown his private in the publick Good. 


Away then with. that poornefs , that baſc» 
ncls of ſpirit out of this Excellent Calling : As 


{ David , though he had then only commenc'd 


Shepherd , yet when he heard of Goliab's at- 
front to the publick,he had the heart of a King 
to vindicate that diſgrace and took his life in 
his hands,and came off with honour:So ſhould 
the Religious Husbandman look above him- 
Elf,above his own filly intereſt, and defign the 
publick good in his labours : And as the lcaft 
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-pin is of uſe in the greateſt building, fo the 


meanelt Husbandman may be of uſe in the 
mightic{t State3 and the Swords that defend 
us would be of liftle avail, without the Plough- 


ſhares to maintain them, It were a mercenary | 


Souldicr that only would fight for his pay,no, 
he muſt fight tor his Country ; So that's a 
Mercenary Husbandman that only works for 


riches, he mutt labour for his Countrey, <{lle | 
he is not warthy tolive init; And thercfoxre | 
whereſoever his private benefit croſſes the 
publick , asin hoarding up Corn-in a time of! 
dearth, or any ſuch like, therein he mult deny | 
himſelf; and account that fordid, yea, curlcd. 


£1in, that 15 obtained with the general loſs, 


SECT. Iy. 


IV. 7] Fourth Dcſign of the Husband- 
man ſhould be, TheEducation of, ani! 
Proviſion for bis Children.God hath given him! 
Children , and fain he would bring them up, 
and bring them up as the Children of the Moſt 
High. He holds up Abraham for his Copy,Gen.| 
18. 19, with whom he reſolves to charge all 
his, with the fear of God in the firſt place, and 
can never look upon them with compleat 
comfort, 1] they be born again. 
He hath it alſo in deſign to beſtow reading 
al 


the 
the 


_ 


Calling. 


at Tealt upoh them 3 and if he grow able,is am< 
bitious to furniſh them with ſuch education,as 
they are capable of, And their aptxeſf to it, 

with his abz/3ty for it,he looks apon as the call 
of God, and never parts with his money more - 


{ readily than tor their education, He feels the 


{ad experience of an unpoliſh't breeding , and 
therefore gives them all the humane and di- 


{ vine accompliſhments that he can ; and this is 
J the top of all his Ambition in this world, that 


his poor children, that are ignorant,and rude, 


{ and fenſual by nature, may be lick't into ſome 
q foxm , aud {quar'd for ſome uſc in the world, 
1 And for this cnd he is willing to work the 


harder, that he may afford to maintain his 


I Children at School, and fit them for ſome ho- 


| neti or holy Calling. O if I can ſee my Chil- 
-. | dren have a title to Chrilt before they have an 
| cliate in the world, [ ſhall be well; that they 


be Gods Children as well as mine; that though 
they have buta ſmall portion, yet they may 
have many prayers with them. 

And then he dclires.it he can reach it with- 
out immoderate labours or indirect means, to 
make 'fome comfortable provition for them, 
that they may bleſs the Lord tor him, whea he 
is dead and gone. But hercin he is not ſolici- 
tous , as knowing what immoderate Ccaxe ga- 
thers , oftentimes immoderate EXPENCEs ſcat- 
ters, and the Parents fin (cldom advances the 
Childrens happireſs 3 much leſs dares he get 
one penny unjultly, let that penny conſume all 
the pence he hath. Regulate then your defigns 

in 
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| in- this rcfpe& by theſe rules 3 Þ will out of 


Conſcicnce to God be diligent in my Calling, 
and I will endeavour ainong other charicablc 


ends, to make proviſion for poſterity, if it may | 


be done without fin againtt God, wrong to my 


neighbour,or uncomfortable diſtra&ion to my | 


(cf, 
And truly, Beloved, it is next degree to 
madneſs, too carnclily to proceed in this de- 


ſign, ſeeing nothing is more evident and com: | 


mon, than Riches gotten by the owners to 
their hurt, and the hurt of polierity 3 and that 
generally, when Children after honeſt educa- 
rion,are left to work out a livelihood by their 
own induftry,they prove molt provident,thri- 
ving, holy and happy. Reliance on their cer- 
tain inheritance ſecuring them often in a neg- 
lizent and idle courſe: which frequent obſer- 
vation would wholly divert a wiſe mans 
thoughts from ſtoring for poſterity , but that 
the light of Nature and Scripture dire to 
- Provide for our young , and that he who pro- 
vides not for his own.efpecially them of bas bouſe, 
bath deniedthe faith, and a worſe than an Infi- 
del, Tim.5 8, And therctore the Godly Hus- 
bandman aims ehicfly at their education and 
if beſides that, any thing remain, he bleſſcth 
. the Lord for it,and befiows it amony his chil- 
dren, with the utmoſk wifdom, impartialneſs 
end kindneſs. 


SEE T. 


SECT, v. 


T He Fifth Delign of the Husbandman To 


ſhould be, To pay unto every man his own. 
A little debt fills him with a great deal of 


{:croublc,and he makes ſome Conſcience of ow- 


ing nothing to any man, as well as of loving 
one another, And therefore his ambition 1s to 
diſcharge the world,e're he go our of it 3 and 
becauſe that 15 uncertain, he fpeedily takes or- 
der herein.It is a fad thing that many of great 
rank and place , can fo quietly live and die in 
the debt of many a mcan man, that i15 undane 
by them, The poor Husbandman wonders, 
how they can ſleep and Jaugh fo heartily, 
wien if every one called for his own feathers, 
they would be left as naxed as ever they were 
born, 

The Roman ſtory 15 obvious of that Empe- 
rour that (ent to buy the bed and pillow, fuch 
an one aſtd to lie in,. that died much in debt a 
little betore,as rhinking there was forme firange 
yertue thercin, to make a man ſleep fo ſoundly, 
that was fo inich 1n debt, The Husbandman 
hath no ſuch ben: ior forty ſhillings breaks his 
ſleep more, than tour thoutands doth his Land- 
lords. Fs carc and detigin theretoxe 1s to pay 
every man his own, Rom. 13. 7,8. Render 10 


ery man his due, &s, And this Scripture com» 
mands 
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O Pay 
each'man 
his own, 


09. 4uguft, 
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mands him readily to pay what's due to the 
Church, as if he paid it to God himſclf ; his 
due tribute to the State , well knowing that 
Princes burthens muſt be taken up upon our 
knees 3 his due Rent to his Landlord,and that 
without repining at his abundance 3 and his 
due debt to his friend, that the world my be 
clearly quit of him, 


And all this he doth by reafon of the Law 


of God, rather than the Law of Man 3 and out 
of conſcience rather than compullion 3 remem- 
bring that word abovelaid , Owe 10 man any 
tbing,but love one another,His debt of loa# ſhall 
be paid , though his debt of lozenever can, 
Hereupon .he looks on his Cattel with this 
thought , here is a Cow, but ſhe is none of 
mine, nay, my very meat is not perfeqly mine 
own, till my debts are paid. I will ariſe and 
ſtudy the arti opportunity to quit (cores. I (hall 
be in debt to God do what I can: but I will 
turn every {ſtoneto give to all men their due, 
And this is the Husbandmans fifth Detign. 


—— ——— 
—_— ——C 
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V IT He Sixth Defign of the Husbandman 


Ability to in his Calling is, That he may have abi- 


lity to do good, and to Communicate, He love 
not Riches for themſelves, but deſires, if God 
ſee it good tor him, rather to give than receiv, 


god hirmſelt,, AGs 20.35. Hebclicves, if his 
zoods dono good , they arenogoods :; And 
therefore the dehign oF his daily labour is,that* 
he may do good unto all , eſpecially unto the 
Houſhold of Faith, according to that rule, Eph. 
4.28.Let bim that flole, ſteal no more,but rather 


Let him labour, working with his hands the thing 


that is good,that he may have to give #0 him that 
xeedeth, Mark one truc end of work, not work 
to get and-keep, nor work to ipend and riot; 
but work to give to him that needeth, As wa- 
ter, if it and,it putrifes 3 ifit-rUn, it purifes © 
$ riches, it they be ſtor'd, and not uſed to the 
Glory. of God, and good of others, they ruſt 
and cankcr,and cry againſt the owners thereof; 
but when they are diſpoſed to good uſes, they 
make a good foundation for a man againk the 
time to come. 

It was the fin of the Rich man;Lzke 16.19. 
and his damnation , that he fared deliciouſly _ 
every day,but he ſuffered poor Lazarus to pe- 
1:{h tor hunger at his door. It ever our Hus- 
bandman detired tobe rich, it was not to wear 
tine clothes, cat delicate meat, enjoy a writ of 
eaſe , but thache might. be able to give and 


lend , that he might do good and communicate, 


knowing that with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
pleafed, And in very deed, the condition of a 
Prince(as was hinted before) is better than the 
beggars, only tor this, that they have larger 
opportunity to do the Lord fervice, and to do. 


good to others, The poor mans meat , and 
drink 
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s being a more bleſſed thing, in the judgment of 
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drink,and ſleep,are as picaſant, and wholeſomel | 
to him, as his Landlords, his moderate labour | 
as acceptable as the others idlenefs, his natural! 


recreations as delightful as the others that are 
more fiudicd, tedious and cotily. The poor man 
hath troubles, hath he ; and they have their 


ſuits, and affronts, and vexations, one as well | 


as the other ,only herein the Great Man is Su- 
pcriour to him, that he hath greater opportu- 


nity and ability to honour Gad,and to do good | 
to others, more than his poor neighbour hath; # 
and happy he,if he make uſe of it 3 and wo for} 
evcr tohim,it he do nor, If his greatneſs make f 
him more potent to {in againſt God if his} 


parts render him more ingenious, to put a trick 
upon Religion 3 if his riches only inable him tv 
ſerve his luſts more effectually, better a thou- 


ſand times for him , that he had been 1n his} 


Scullions place. 


For this end our Husbandman aims at an , 


Eſftate,to do good with it; to mmiſicr to thoſe 
that (crve at the Altar, to relieve his poor 


Kindred and Neighbours, to help forward the | 
binding of poor Children to trades, or the | 
maintenance of the ingenious poor Scholar at | 
School, or ſome other good work that may | 
glorific his God, whoſe Steward he knows hc | 


is, and all that ever he hath is at his devotion. 


O Sirs,do theſe thoughts breed in your hearts? 


Axe ye devifing to do good, as well as deſiring | 
tobe great? Alas! none of your expences and | 


layings out will paſs in your accounts with 


God at the laſt4#dit,but what have ſome way 
tended 


Calling. Cham 9. 


| = to the glory of your Maſter, or the 
I :ood of your fellow-ſcrvants, as well as your 
| (clyes. O if God would intruſt me with plen- 


ty, and with an heart to ule it to his Glory, 
then I were happy ; but of the two, let me ra» 
ther have a narrow Eliate and wide Soul, than 

2 wide cliate and a narrow heart. And this i iS 


I the fixth Detign of the Husbandman,ſo much 


plenty as may inable him to do good , and co 


ICommaunicate; 


Aadi to you have the Ninth General Head 


Yin this Subject,viz.the Husbandmans ends and 


acligns, wizlch it you find written in your own 


J hearts, bleſs the Lord upon your knees. It you 


fail ſhoxi, let me tell you, that ſpecdy Repen- 


tance, and redifying of your hearts, is your | 
I wiſdom and duty, that God may bleſs and not 


blaſt you in all your undertakings.If your aims 


J be only worldly profit , caſe or pretermenCof , 
J you or yours,/Vhat do ye more than others ? Do 
J not the very Pagans the fame? And if you 


care and work only to- pay your Rent; alas 
the Tuzks do ſo; But herein you excel, If you 


J look 2102 at tiwings that are ſeex, but et things 
I that aren-t ſeen, It you aim at God, unto God 
I you ſhalf come at lati. 


4k 
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Chap'ro, _ CHAP. Y% 


Rules for the Hebonducs 7n by 
Calling, 


SECTION. 1. 


—_ . = Nd now we deſcty our Journies end, * 
the Bus. \-2| and are arrived at the Texth point C 
bannan AJAY to bc handled in this Subje&, which 


RW js to offer ſome Rules to the Hus-l| 
bandman in the management of his Calling. 5- 
Every Calling hath its Canons and Rules to w 
walk by, as Miniſters, Stateſ-men, all Men: 
and it isa Wiſe Mans choice, and the Fools 
croſs, to be regulated by a Rule 3 now though 
you may gather Directions out of the fore- 
]oing Diſcourſe, yet. / have thought fit co ſpe: 
cific and inſiſt on theſe following on (et pur- 
| poſe, but on this preſuppolition, or( if ye will) 

eondition, that you will walk by them. 


injhis 
Calling. 


SECT. 


bþ £ 


by 
} 


7 


hi 


I 4) | Gr; as ambitious men tor honour j 10 be 
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J He Firtt Rule for an Husbandman 15s, Lear? 71 ern to 
Prudence and Diligence in your Calling.Pru- br wile 8& 

dence,this your God will teach you;T1/2.28:;26; $gents 

That you may d6 cach thing in its ica{on, for 

things are ugly out of their time. * Remember 

that its the note of a good man, P/21.112 5. to EM 

order bis affairs with diſcretion. And tohnat if gee C:rg's 

any man lack wiſdom, it is but ask and have. Rules. 


; _ ark. Th. « > lank In 
And then Diligence, 1 Theſ 4.11. 7 bat je fi thy youth: 


Build ct 
quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, and to work, tis thou be 
with your own hands, us we commanded yoa. It throughly 
was good Mr. Dod's ſaying, He ever liked that: — be 
Chriltian that would pray hard and work hard... 1. 

| purchaſe ; 
ſpare no pains in Husbandirg what thou haſt 3 The moſit (ore Re- 
venue 19 that which hath coftlcaſt. The good Husbai d mu fibea 
Scller,not a Buyer. Do each work in its ſeaſon. Procure the good 
Will vi thy nezghbours, keep no unquiet or injurious Seryants,Zc. 


Thy endeavours in-thy Calling ſhould be as 
diligent, aSit thou wouldit win all the world, 
and incn as diligent in Prayer, as it thou 
would'lt win Heaven, Prou.22 29. Seeit thox 
2 man diligent in his vuſtueſi, be ſhall itad before 
Kings, be (ſhau not jtard before mean men © that. 
5s, diligence 1s the hiph.way to prefcrment. 
How many have we tcen removed out of the 
rank of ordinary men, mecrly by Guds blelling 
dn their 4i>ent labours ? Pliay reporteth of 

4 Þ\ one 
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one Creſfinus, that froma little ground did, by 
The indu- his induſtry, gather fo much Riches, that he 
ficy of the was accuſed of Witchcraft , by Albinus an 
—_— Zdile ; his neighbours could not imagine that 
es, ſo {mall a (ſhred of ground , ſhould heap ſuch 
by turning ſreaſures on him : But he at the day of his ap- 
fienes pearancc, produces his [mplements of Husban- 


> ny: dry, and ranks them in order before the Se- 


into breag, YAa5c> and withall his Daughter, a ſtrong Wo- 

Mr. FuJer, Man, and then cryes out, Venefieza mea, Duiri- 

H. 5. zes, bac ſunt : O ye Senators, theſc are all the 
Charms | have; and fo was diſmiſt with 
praiſe, 

& But yet this Diligence may paſs its bounds 
and due limits, A man may work hard and 
have no thanks of God for his labour, The 
godly Husbandman is bulie, not out of laye to 

_ Kieves, but out of hatred to 1dJeneſ. Anidle 
man can neither find in Heaven,no nor in Hell, 
a pattern, The Augels above are ever imploy- 
cd, and the Devils below are ever imploying 
themſclves, All the Creatures move in their 


places, and hath Man any reaſon to havea 


Writ of caſe ? There were in Old Rome, per- 
fons dceputed to be Cenſores moram, and in 
Athens the Areopagi, who took particular no- 
ticc of the Diligence of Perſons in their Cal- 
lings, and rewarded or puniſhed them accord- 
ingly. | 
And indeed, idlc perſons are but like wens 
in the body 3 that are nouriſht, but it's only to 
dictgure.[t is ſaid, Prov 10.4. The hand of the 
Diligent maketh rich, and yct verſ,22, it's =_ 
e 


make thee long to be in Heaven. 
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The bleſſing of the Lordit maketh rich, Indeed 
both muſt_concur 3 but obſerve that where 
it's ſaid, The blefling of the Lord maketh rich, 
it follows, And he addeth no ſorrow with it. 
Riches without Gods favour fhall be like gra 
vel tn your teeth , but when he ſends them in 
mercy, they are perfectly comforts. 

Let theſe things (tir up the fluggiſh Hus- 
bandman in his Calling. For the moſt part we 
hnd, that God hath moſt graciouſly appeared 
to h1s people, even in the honeſt diſcharge cf 
their Callings, The Apolites choſen from theiz 
Nets,and David from his Sheep: And to-come 
to Husbandry it ſelf; where was Amos when 
the Lord (ent him to his people ? Why,among - 
the Herdmen of Tekoa, Amos x. 1. And where 
was Eliſha when the Lord: called him to his 
own work? why, plowing with twelve yoke of 
Oxex before him, and bimſelf with the twelfth, 
1 Kings 19.9. | : 

O thercfore uſe thy beft art and induſtry. 
Agam's iin hath hardened the ground, and 
now thy ſweat muti foften it : but this 15 thy 
comtorc, it is fanified fweat, and every drop 
of it ſpcnt in a right manner, and to a right 
end, ſhall be rewarded with a thouſand years 
in Glory : And thy diligence on Earth, will 


fs : 6 


Submit 
unto Pro- 
vidence. 
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SECT 31. 
I I THe Second Rule for the Husbandman 
in his Calling is, S#ubmit unto, Provi- 


dence. Beconvinced that there is a Supream 


Providence, that dire&s and orders all and eve 


ry event in the world, and be ſatisfied thercin, 
as that which is beſt for you, P/al. 115.3. Our 
God u in the Heavens, he hath done whatſoever he 
pleaſed. Read morc'in the Book of Gods Pro- 
vidence, and leſs in the books of mens Progno- 
ſtications. And this I do purpoſtly inftance in, 
becauſe the common uſe of theſe books is moli 
fooliſh and fallible 3. for how can one of them 
tell the whole Nation of rain ſuch and ſuck a 
day, when there is uſually rain in one Coun- 
try,and fair weather in another the ſame day? 
Bclides, the Lord doth very often alter the 


Scene of theſe things, cither upon the prayers | 


of his people,or the fins of his encmies. Hence 
that Challenge, 1/2. 47: x3. Let now the Aſtro- 
logers, the Star-gazers, the monthly Prognoſti- 
cators ſtand #p, and ſavethee from theſe things 
that ſhall come upon thee, And this was ſpoken 
to the Chaldeans , the belt in thoſe Arts in all 
the world. And yet there is a good uſc to be 
made ot them tor tigns,and ſeaſons, and dayes, 


and:years 3. but as to any certain foretelling of 


weathers, or other eycats that depend on ca- 
| fua! 


— 


"Ig 
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ſual or voluntary cauſes, they are matters be” 
yond their line. And if you can know your pre- 
{cnt Daty, no matter tor fore-knowing future 
Events. | 

And then ſubmit to the ſame hand of God 
in all things. It's mans Prudence to ſubmit to 
Gods Providexce. Labour to fee God in every 
thing: Is thy promiſing Crop blaficed ? It's 
Gods wiſdom that hath done it. Doth the 
Rain croſs thee ? why, the rain that hindred 
thee, hath furthered ſome greater aftairs, There 
is mention, Ezek, 116. of a wheel in the middle 
of 4 wheel, It js thought to ſet forth the invis 
lible Providence of God, that acts and ovyer- 
rules all ſecond cauſes tor good ends, And you 
mult (i1]] remember that Kom-8.28. ll things 
ſhall work together for good, to them that love 
God; and therefore ſay, and that with all thy 
heart, Father, thy will be done in Earth as it is int 
Heaven. Alas Sirs, will your repining make 
the matter beiter ?[s fin a proper cure for atth- 
Hon ? No, no: The ordering ot Gods aftairs 


| bclong to God,and of your attairs to you :; let 


it rain when God will, let ſnow and ice come, 
when God will, and then hear and drought 
when he will, for that belongs to him. And do 
you plow and ſow when you can , and reap 
when you can for this is the will of God,that 
you be depcudent creatures , and live on him, 
(ceing you cannot hve upon your fclves. 

Let not a grudging thought therefore ariſe 
in your hearts,againſt the Providence of God:] 


lay, not a grudging thought, tor even that doth 


K 3 piainly 


— 


Chap.10. The Hutbandmans 


Planiy 32% his Wildom -and Government, 


Wi.c canicnde drop of rain without the di- 
reGEor. of Goes ? Jer. 14. laſt, Are there any a« 
ONE HEE ERTHITTS 5 oj :he Gentiles that can cauſe 


Cas if { $06 inould (ay, where are they, | 


EACH COR fOrth and anſwer now, if any 
wich thETE BE Jor can the Feauens give ſhawers? 
"2125 0072 drop? { ) art wot thou he,O Lord our 
G0! 4 * therefore we will wait pon thee, for thou 
h2ji r271e ali zneſethings,, Repine not therefore 
in the leaſt atany of theſc Events. It is the 
Lord,tct him do what ſcems good to him, Do 
thy part, and he'lbe ſyre todo his. 

Nay, in thoſe injuries that are put upon 


thee,the over-ruling and well-ordering hand | 


of Providence doth guide and diſpoſe the ſame 
to the beſt, 2 $2.16 10.Let him curſe (ſaith 
David of Sbimez that reviled him bitterly 


without a cauſe) becauſe the Lord hath ſaidts 
him, Curſe David, wh» then fhall ſay, wherefure 


baft thou doxe ſo © Q Rudy Providence, belicye 

Providence, ſubmit to Providence. God is 

rightcous in mens unrighteouſneſs, and he ne- 

ver permits axy evil to betfal thee, except he 
an —.. out of it fome greater good, 


P.2. SECT. III. 
Make » { I I, *F* He Third Rule of the Husbandman 
treaſure in his Calling is, Make a treaſure of 


Tod, 


God, You arc likely to be but mean and poor 


in | 


m—_—_80_w_w wm a N8$ﬀﬀ©;2- wo 2829p wm - 


) 


| + Caling, 
in the things of this world ; O labour to be 
rich in the poflcſſion of that God that made it. 


Your harveſt is doubtful, your comforts are 
uncertain, O make ſure of God, and then you 


I have ſomething ſure. A tew hard years will 


bring the Husband man to bread and water 3 
had not he need then to be ſure of Chriſt ? He 
whoſe treaſure 15 above, can never be undone. 

It was the ſaying of an holy Man, to one 
whoſe croſſes and troubles were fo great, that 
he cried out, OI am quite undone 3 why fayes 
he,is not God in Hcaven ? Who can fink, that 


J hath Ceſar with him in the ſhip, or be miſcra- 


ble that hath the poſſiſſtion ot happineſs it ſclt? 


I Hab. 3.18. Although the Fig-tree ſpall not bloſ- 


ſome,neither ſhall fruit be fond in the Viaes the 
labour of the Olive ſhall fail, axd the Fields ſhall 
yield no meat ;the Flock ſhall be cut off from tbe 


\&f fold, and there ſhall be ao Herd ia tbe jtall : yet 1 


will rejoycein the Lord,and will joy in the God of 
my Salvation : O blcflcd trame. O divine Spi- 
rit, like that of God himſelf, that is content 
and ſatished in and with himſclt,tnough there 
werc nothing clfc in the world, 

And thus the holy and mortified Husband- 
man fits down with God,and tings cheartully, 
The Lord is my portion, ſaith my foul,therefore I 
will bope in him. It Thad nothing in the world, 
it there were no world at all , yet my foul is 
compleatly happy in my God. ] have enough, 


q and enough,and cnough. Thus a true Saint 1s 


#ader his condition by Humility , but ebove it 
by Faith, and can make a living not out of 
R 4 bread 


® % 


Chap. Io. 247 


a _ 
SA? 
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bread only, but out of every word tbat proceed- 
eth out of the mouth of Gods: And tacretore he 

| fears God in proſperity , and loves him in ad- fy 
verlity : he trembles the more . tor his mercy, 
and loves him never the leſs tor his ftrowns: [ M 
ang when the Barn is crpty, then he can live Jnc 
by Faith. MyGed, is riches enough tor any Þ it 
inan ; Toe Lord is my Shepherd, 1 ſhall #ot want. Wh: 
Ouec Jewel is worth an hundicd load of lum- Ft 
ber. Others can boatt of their tair houſes, large I h: 
Demcines, Noble Alliances, and vumerous Þ ti 
Frierds,and Ican glory in the Lord,that cxcr- I vt 
cites to me loving kinduels,and righteouincls, 
alric delights therum, 

Win the exetians ſhewed the Embaily- 
dours of Cyarles the ftitth, their Magazine and 
valt treafurcs, he pointed down, iaying, thclc 
have a botiom,but ny Malters treafure( mean- 
Ing the /awes) hath no bottom, it's uncxhau- 
ſible; So.nay the religious Husbandinan tay I 1 
to his Landiord ; Sir, thele are rare comforts 
you have, but they have bounds and bottom, || #1 
they have an end ; but my treature 1s without Þ 1 
bar.k,or bottum,or end, P/al,g $8. Thow haſt put 
gladneſs in ay beart,more than iu the time, that | 
their cor and wine titcreajſed, &7 

O therefore repoſe and lay up your chiet I} di 
happineſs in the having of God yours, by taith | A 
and union,and then he will order all things to || 4: 
the belt tor you. You cannot want Grace or |} 0 
any thing elie that's good for you,that live in } 9 
God the fountain of them all, Alas, all your Þ 4 

F other comforts are contingent., and a__ {l 
465 n2 


Caling. 
nal,they are ſhallow and ſhort, but Chriſt is all 


inal. Thy houſe is bnt a ſhadow, nor thy 
roun4,nor team,nor treaſure, but here is thy 


J:ll-ſuticiency , thy exceeding great reward. 


My Beloved is mine, and | ambu, is felicity 6- 
nough in this world ; and while this knot is 
ned, wiat though thy bread be courſe, thy bed 
hard, thy rents heavy, thy charge great, and 


. Thy incomes (mall, yet art thou unconceivably 


happy 1n having the God of Heaven and Earth 
thy Friend, thy Father, yea, the ſtrength of thy 
heart, and by portion for ever, Plal.73.25 26. 


SECS. FV. S. 4. 
Uſe the 

| World as 
I v.. Tae Fourth Rule for the Husbandman not abu. 


in his Calling is, Uſe the world a5 not ſingit. 


abuſing it, It is the coundel of the Holy Ghott, Res alie 


, funt quibes 
1 Cor.7.31, | Surat 
i. You muſt but Uſe the world.” Itis the «, yz 


S Scheol-mens dillinGion, Uti & Frai, and Au quibzre 


guitines before them. The chict good,that's to #encur ; 


be zxjoyed, all other things are only to be uſed. Pa. og 


And this muli the Husbandman learn ; if God eff, beatis 
do graciouſly give him much-, that he 15 not nog faciung; | 
only a treaſurer to /2y #p,but a Steward to /ay iis quibs 


Id js wanllum e/} 
out tor God. You muſt know, that the world 1 adjuvenur. 


a place that you muſt lodge in for a night,not 2un de 


live in for ever. And when you are on the road, neat. Chr. 
| you hb, x, 


Chap. 10. 249 " 


' but notto 
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you reſpec-your lodging only for your jour- 
ncy,not on the contrary. Alas Sirs, your bein 
here is only a Leaſe, not a Free-hold: Thi # 
not your Refft, for it zs defiled;, yonder, above 
the Stars.,is your everlaſiing Reſt ; There you 
ſhall fit down and injoy, and drink your heart- 
tulls of endleſs joyes. And then, 

2. You muſt uſe the world,zot as abuſiug it, 
It the Loyd ſet the world upon you, you muſt 
Thy God not (et your heart upon the world.It God give 
allows you great eſtates, you multi not think you are 


thee OW Hherter tor your cſiatcsz you muſt not abuſc 
war thy 


elf at the that > | which was given you to help you more. 


Sunof Comfortably to Heaven, to further you moſi 
worldly eff<Ctually to Hell. Y ou abulc it, when you per- 
comtortl yort that uſe of it, to which your Maker made 
torn Per. 2f- When you ſuffer the world to monopolize 
fan 8ns Your hearts from God , then the right uſe of 
worſhipit. the world 1s perverted ; when it thruſts out 
a) SwIM- religious duties, or {ixaitens them ſo as makes 
Ngoc + 
of the foul; when the world governs you, 

which was made to ſerve you : Ina word, it's 

abuſed when it is not crucified : when its uſed 

to ferve yaur corruptions, as your pride,cove- 

touſneſs or luſt, then it's abuſed : when you 

dig an cfiate out of the bowels of the carth to 

dreſs your backs with pride, or to maintain 

unjuſt fuites, or to be drunken, or gluttonous, 

this is to abuſe the world : and thus the Crea- 

tion is made to groan , and the poor Creatures 

do even figh under their abuſe , being unwil- 

'1ngly made ſubject to our vanities , and long 

| to 


them inconſiftent with the health and weltare 


{ in any thing in the world ; You muli taſte the 


Calling, Chap.10. 251 © 
to be delivered from the bondage of corrupti- 
on. Keep the world therefore in its place, and 
put it not in the place of God, Remember that 
the heart is Gods-acre , a place prepared for 
the Lord, and never meets with its match but 
jn him, who fits all its dimenſions, fills all its 
delires,cures all its difeafes,and anſwers all the 
necelſities thexcot. | wh: 

Remember that the world never made man 
kappy , but the abuſe of it hath made thou- 
lands miſerable. It isa dangerous thing to Theſhip 


have the full ſwinge of a delightful thoughe, may fall 
R__ well on 


world and the comforts of it, as the Egyprian - rw 


Dogs do taſte the waters of Nilas for tear of waters get 

the Crocodiles, a ſnap and away, leſt taking a intothe 

draught thereof to quench their thirlt, inſtead ? pall's 

thereof they looſe their life even ſo mult you — — tg 

with fear and care taſte the delights of the above the 

world,lea& by pleafing the body,you lofe your world is 

ſoul. This will not hinder you from a great —_ but i 

cfiate,nor trom any true comfort in the poſſel —_— 

fion of it, but keep you frem a ſurfeit, and rc- yyy, you 

{cue you from the ſlavery of a worldling,trom drown.lh. 

being in bondage to your ſervant. And take 

you the Apotltles argument in the place-betore 

named ; For the faſhion of the world paſſeth 4- 

way: who but Children fall in love with Bub- 

bles, that are broak as ſoon as made? or with 

a face of wax, which the Sun is mclting away 

every moment ? If you will tallin love with a 

world, lift up your eyes above, and grow ina- 

mour'd with the world aboye, whoſe Fclicitics 
are 


Boas you 
would be 


done to. 
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are real, and whole glory is perpetual, 

And indeed there 15 no way to take off the 
hcaxc from the things that are icen like that of 
ſetting the heart upon things that are unſeen, 
Etcrnal things are only adZquate to an im- 
mortal foul. And know for a conclulion to this 
particular, That it may be molt jult,and is moſt 
ordinary for God,to keep the world from them 
that abaſe it,and to ſend-them withoxt 2t, that 
will not live above it,it they belong to him ; or 
eli: to give them their tinal portion therein, 
the {addett portion ou this fide hel}, 


4 


this Calling is, Jhatſoever you would toat 
mex jl; "ta do 19 you, do ye alſo to them; Mart. 7. 
12, A principle of that weight, and-realſon, 
that £ exander Severws,an Heathen Emperour 


of Rom?, caulcd that ſentence to be written 1n- 


cach room ot his Palace.z fit then to be tran- 
{cribed 1nt9 every Chriſtian heart, Judge, 15 
there not Equity 12 this Rule? To doas you 
would ve done by.  Arenot they wretched 
<rcatuures that tran{gre(s it? Why, it 1s the 
Duwiuty of-Heathens, Apply this practically: 
you would bourrew in your need, lend then to 
thers in their nod ; you would be welcomed 


VF tHe Fifth Rule forthe Husband man in- 


by 


* Calling. | Chap. to. 


by your friends, ſaluted by your acquaintance 3 
ſee then you welcome your friends, andfſalute 
your acquaintance : you would be fſaJuced tirlt, 
ſtrive then to be tirſt in your ſalutations : you 
would not be ſlindered, mitinterpreted, ſcorn= 
ed,jearcd,or envied;z O ther ſlander not others, 
nor mifinterpret them, nor icorn them, nor 
jear them, nor envy tiem. Here 15 niy poor 
neighbour, ] could now make advamiage of his 
neceflity, and make him pay high tor #15 com- 
modity ; but if 1 were in his caſc. 7 wouid not 
be ſo uſed:you would not have others torward 
togive offence, nor quick to take witence 5 ice 
then that you bc unwilling to give, and back- 
ward to take oticnce. | 
And 1n forgiving; injurics, Ict your forgive. 
neſs draw out their acknowledgment, rather 
than their acknowledgment purchalc your for- 
givencſs; for ſo you would gladly be uſed in 
that caſe :you would be melted into {ubmillion, 
not forced: do you the like to rhem,melt them 
rather than force them :- Yonder 1s my neigi= 
bour, Icould wrong him 1n his goods, in his 
2ood name, in his crading 3 but it 1 were in his 
cife, I would not be content to beſous'd: L[ 
ſhould think it hard meaſurc done to me, and 
then it's hard meaſure done by me ; 1 would 
expect and welcome tay neighbours help in 
my harvett, when his butinets is overz why 
then go readily to help him in his necd, when 
thine 15 over. { would not be contented to nave. 
my Catte] impounded tor an unwilling tret- 


pals, deal not then ſo unkind!ly with him im 
the 
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the like caſe : you would not be denied anj 
implement of Husbandry in your need , deny 
not then to lend any ſuch thing to thy neigh- Þ! 
bnur in hisneed : it would difpleafſe you ro £!2 

| have wayes ordinarily made over your cotn,or | 
gra(s,or your gates left open to your prejudice, (| 
in the fear of God then, do not deal fo with ['* 
your neighbonr:hiscorn,and graſs,and ground ſ* 
15 as dear to him, as yours is to you. 
You would be well pleaſed , to have your 

By thelaw neighbour viſit you or yours'in your weaknefs, 

of the fickneſs, or the like ; ſpeed away then to vitt 

_— them and theirs in the like caſe; yea;itsa com- 

whocera fort and pleaſure to you,to ſee your neighbour 

above 1 4: {ometimes in your houſe, give him the pleaſure 
years old alſo of ſeeing you in his houſe : would you 
ed their eakeit well to have your houſe or ground ta- 

_— ken over your head? for ſhame then offer not 

mans corn {© like meaſure to others ; would you like it? 

feld,or cut to have the old Land-mark removed, or your bun 
it downin juſt bounds invaded ? O do not offer to deal fofſi0d 
ce night, by others;for the Lord ;5 the avenger of all ſzch:'8" 

Sabukey You would not think well to have a ſorry"! 

auft be bealt with hidden faults fold to you by you 

hanged or neighbour; never think of (clling tuch ware to 

Qrangled thy neighbour. | 

” latsfi®. Jn aword, you would have all men to bf _ 

__ __ ——_— x | 

Jeſs Cores, VPTIght, loving and uſcful to you ; ice then 

Plin,lib.1s you be upright, loving and uſctul to others 

c9Þ. 3- This is the Royal Law, this is the Golden 

Rule, How will you a& like Chriftians, it you 
cannot live like Pagans? How will you lov! 
your cnemics, and do good for evil if you wil 

no! 


Calling. _ Chap. 10. 25 
not do as as you would be dene to? If your 
Religion will not refine you as much as-mora- 
ity, T will not fay, it is a falſe Religion, but 
jou ave falſe 20 your Religion, | 

Reſume then your better thoughts, O all ye 
Religious Husbandmen, and jn all cafes be- 
ween you and your neighbour, ask your own 
hearts this quetiion z would I be thus dealt 
with? and deal you accordingly. And yet this 
Rule 1s not only Regala regulans, a Raulete 
rule us, but alſo Regsla regulata, a Rule to 
be ruled by an higher, to wit,the Law of God. 
for the Adulterer ought not by vertue of this 
Rule to borrow his neighbours wife, becauſe 
he is willing to lend his own 3 nor the Drun- 
kard intoxicate his neighbour, becauſe he is 
content to be made drunk by his neighbour 3 
but right Reaſon holding the ſcales,every man 
wght to do to others, as he would be done to 


himſelf. And this is-the language of the Law 


ad the Prophets, Mofes and Chriftare hergin 


Sgreed. He that will not tmaintam equity with 
Enen, muſt not expect mercy with God, 


a56 Chap. ro. 
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Labour tor V LT 
= chearſu] 
ſpirit. 
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SECT. VI. 


He Sixth Rule for the Husbandman in 
his Calling is, Endeavour after a chear 
ful heart. You have many cares, crofles anc 
troubles, and they will preſs and fink you 


down, unleſs you be ſupportcd by a cheartulf 


ſpirit, Prov.15.15: Hethat hath a merry heart 


' bath acontinual feaſt. Obſerve,poor Husband 


"% 


men , how you may tranſcend your greateli 
neighbours. They have great cliates, fair hou- 
ſes, and gallant clothes, but a thouſand to one 
they have either ſome gnawing cares , or (ad- 
dening guilt, that defeats their comtort, aid; 
even in laughter their heatt is ſad ;and indeed 
it is a rare thing to fcea rich man light at 
neart : their Gold lics like lead at cheir hearts; 
when you ( having peace with God anda 
chearful ſpirit ) have not only a feati cvery 
week, but even every day, yea, a continual feaſt 

* Waſh oft daily your fins in the blood © 

Chriti by faith , and fail not folemaly to re- 
pent, at leaſt, eve,y night betore you go to 


+ bed 3 work your bulinets off your hands, and 


ler no cares diſcompolſe the quict ot your 
mind, nor feed ike Vultures upon yonr heart. 
Let to morrow care for it fclt, and do you 
the work of the day fo will your load bc 
light, and your ſpirits at liberty to rejoyce in 
God, and be cheartul all the day long. Whcn 
diltrulitul 
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diſtruſiful thoughts, aid piercing cares come 
on you like a flood, run like famous Luther to 
one Pfalm or other,and fing them away : This 
will be food and phyfick for you ; this will ſo- 
lace your; families after their hard labours, 
when they ſee mirth in your face , and mufick 
in your voice. This will diſpoſe you exceed- 


ingly to holy duties, and divert many tempta- 
tions of the Devil. | 


'Tis true, a meaſure is to be obſerved; we 
calily offend in joy, and frothy mirth is to be 
avoided, eſpecially when others natural infir- 
mities , or finful deformities take us merry : 
but yet there is left room endugh for an honeſt 
innocent chearfulne(s, which doth the Hus- 
bandman good, like a Medicine, and tor which 
he can bleſs God as heartily as for his mear, 
Caſt away therefore that moroſe,dull and un- 
comfortable frame, which conſumes your own 
ſpirits,and isa burden to others. Remember it 


was Nabal's character, that he was ſuch a man _ 


of Belzal, that no body could ſpeak ts him. A 
ſullen frame is neither pleafing to God nor 
man.God loves a chearful labourer,as well as a 
chearful giver, Deut. 12 7. Tou ſhall eat—axd 
rejoyce inall that you put yorr band unto, you 
and your houſholds. And bs that hath ſaid, Re- 


pent and be coxverted, hath ſaid alfo, 1 Theſ's. 


16.18. Rejoyce evermore,and in every thing give 
thanks. What 1s there that ſhould diſpirit or 
diſquict you? You are friends with God, your 
ffns are forgiven, eternal joy awaits you, your 


cemprations are but common ro men 3 your la» 
J bours 


«, 
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Take a 
ſpecialcare yy ] Þ. 
for the 
pad of 
your Chil. 
dren.. 


ſhall blefi thee in all thy increaſe, 
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bours are but ſuch as your Father Adam had 
before you 3 your wearineſs 15 {anctified, and 
{hall have everlaſting reſt ; your enemies are in 
yourFathers hands, the griefs you teel are ſhore, 
and ſhort of many others 3 and the things you 
fear, may never cqme upon you 3 you are ftra- 
velling to the City that's paved with Pearls, 


and your portion there ſhall be with the beſt, 


And why then are you caſt down ? why arc 
you diſquieted ? Truſt t:ll 2x God: for you ſhall 


yet praiſe him, who i the health of your counte- 


aance, aud our God, 

Leave your fadnefs to them , whoſe Kell is 
before them,and who have their portion in this 
lite; and endeavour by ſqueezing the promiſes, 
contemplating Heaven,carneſt prayer,and pra» 
ical endeavour , to get and keepa Chriliian 
chearfui ſpirit, And becauſe the Lord thy God 
and in all the 
works of thy hands, therefore thou ſhalt ſurely 
rejoyce, Deut. x6.15. For a merry heart maketh 
a. chearful countenance, but by ſorrow of the 
heart, the fpirit is broken, Prov, 15, 13. 


SECT. YVIL 


He Seventh Rule for the Chriſtian 
Husbandman is, Take @ ſpecial care 


for the goes of yowr Cbjldren z they are parts of 


you, 


> Wu —_—_ — VS Wy —_— 


Calling, 
you, they are the heritage of the Lord,they are 
the hopes of the next gencration , and unlc(s 
they be well ſcaſon'd , all the riches you can 
ſparc chem are caſt away. If Religion were n& 
reality, yet it's Policy to take pains in their e- 
ducation.,lcatt they be induſtrious to waſte that 
which you have been indulirious to gather, 
'Tis true, ſometimes the pains of a Parcnt is 
lolt , and the ſtricteſt Parent hath the looſeſt 
Child, but God hath ſaid, Prov. 22.6. Train 


'up a Child in the way he ſhould go, and when be 


is old be will aot depart from it; and becaule it 
ſometimes {pe;ds well, therefore you ſhould 
never be defective in your duty ; Your Crop 
ſometimes miſcarries,and you lofe your labour 
in the ficld , yet becauſe it viſually quits the 


colt, you plow, and ſow, and hope the belt © 


therefore tor their ſake, tor your own ſake, tor. 
the Lords (ſake, bring up your Children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord : 1.Drop 
in the ſaving principles of Religion betimes, 
intiruck them conceriiing the wotul ſtate 
wherein they were born, and how by repen- 
tance towards God, and faith in our Lord Je» 
ſus Chriſt, thcy may come out of it, and do 
this with your utmoli {criouſnets, at.c1on, 
and frequency, and water your infiruction 
with praycrs and tears 3 bring good Minitters 
to them, and bcg prayers for them, and ict 
good books keep them company z When the 
learned Fans was dangerouſly bent in the 
butine(s of Religion, his Father laidin every 
Chamber of his houſe a Bible, and meeting 
* 2 with 


Chap. IO 7 59 
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with the firſt Chapter of Fobx in one of them, [tt 
he was converted and fctled thereby. The itt 
+ book that convinced his Child may convince [ſu 
yours. pl 
2. Be not quiet till they be Regenerate FP; 
Creaturcs; calt about as worldings do to make pi 
them rich in the world, ſo that you.may leave ftc 
them rich in grace; lighten the promiſes, f|to 
thunder the threatnings, no pains is too great 
to prevent them from being fagots in the fire FG 
of Hell. W 
3. Pray hard for them yea, when you are Fr 
feeding and drefling them, cry, Gen 17.8. 0 ſhe 
that Iſhmael may live before thee. A Child of J{c 
prayers {aid good Mr. Dod) will hardly miſ+ Ja 
carry : by theſe Monica won fruguſtine,and by Ftr 
theſe you may win yours. Obſerve their incli- [tt 
' nations to good or evil betimes,and according- 
ly incourage or diſcourage them diſcern their ſl! 
haunts timouſfly , and remember preventive gc 
phykick is the beſt, and that incouragement is flo 
as due as frewns when occaſion ſerves. m 
4: Bring them under the power of Gods 
Ordinances betimes, Dext.31.12.yozng and old, 
ſaith God,muli come. Samwel was young, but | 
he had not waited long, but he was called; 
uſe them to reading, and to tell a verſe when 
you have read; uſe them to Sermons, aud to 
remember ſomething that was preachtzencou- 
rage them to get choice Scriptures ; fill the 
vell-], ſomething will ttick * Engage them to a tt 
courle of ſerious prayer 3 let them tirtt ufe che Wo! 
Lords prayer, which he nndertiands, _—_ 1; 
ney 


the 
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che 


gh 


Ly 
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they do not, and will accept, becauſe they do 
the bet they can 3 but be ſure to train them 


further by ſhewing them therr needs, by beg- 


zing and teaching them to beg the Spirit of 
Prayer : And then your example, and their 
praiſe will make them perte. You are glad 
to hear them ſpeak, and Almighty God is glad 
to hear them pray. 

5- Fix upon them an habitual liking to 
Godlinels, and diilike to fin; and then they 
will hardly diſlike what they have approved 
from the cradle, or love that which they have 
been bred up in the hatred of. Paint out Grace 
(o to the lite,tnat. you may cnamour them of it, 
aud Hell {o,that they may be affrightcd at it, 
md be often ufing ſome little Qu<tiions to 
them to that purpcle, 

6. Make them ſubject to your Authority,for 
tle you loſe the opportunity of doing them 
pood ;the Reins may be cafily looſed, but not 
lo cafaly fixaitned) by dallying with them,you 
may undo them; the diſobcdicnt Child ſeldom 
wants the inheritance of a curſc : and yet be 
wiſc in your correGion, take heed of finning 
n correding, of their lins, and know that one 


; billy (eldom cures another; and yet be not a- 


raid of uſing the rod : a few reds may fave a- 
bundance'ot words, and when you have faid 
al, railing 15 not Gods Ordinance to cure your 
Children, but wiſe corrcdion is, Prov.23.13. 
and will prevent ſmart to them , — | 
you : 'Tis ſad, when many are more afraid to 
alten their Children, than Abraham was to 
ſacrifice 
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ſacrifice his, and fo the Child goes to Hell for. 
his wickedneſi and the Parent for his Mercy: but 
bewarc you doit wilcly, as your ticavenly Fa- 
ther corred&s you, with love, moderation and 
infiruction and rathcr for a diſobedient word 
than an unwilling fault, as the Woaking ot a 
glats, or thc hike, 

. Guide them to the moſt aſcful Recreati- 
tions, tor Children have plenty of Spirits and 
will bc active, and it 15 not fafe- to deny them, 
but direc them; the trolick Colt 15 not to be 
ſifled, but tamed,nor the ſircam dam'd up,that 
may profitably be aiverted and uſed , let them 
be permitted Shooting, Fencing, W. etling, Ran 
ning, Fiſhing, &c. tor their bodies and Hiſts- 
rzes, Riddles, and other witty Deſt ions tot 
their minds, leaſt inimoderate coniiraints make 
them! worie attcrwards,and they grow crook» 
ed by bing lac'd too irait. 

$ Bc ſure you give them a good example, 
which will be better than many rules and for 
that end be mott vigilant over your words and 
carriage in their preſence, for you know they 
arc prone to1ntation, and cfpecially of ther 
Parents. And would it no. be fad for you to 
ani{wer. no: only tor your own fins, but tor all 
Others that are committed by vertue of you 
evil cxampl:, whereby you may do miſchiel} « 
many a yc-r after you are dead and gone ? Folk n 
your Children may grow loole by your examY y 
plc, and thejr Children by theirs, and ſo folfÞ +41 
oueht you know luccelliycly to the end of thi 8 
World. tl 
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Calling. 


*. 
8 \ 


Chap. 10. + ” 


? 


SECT. VIII. | Rule $. 


vIHE.'T'He Eighth Rule for .the Chriſtian Pu' chaſe 
Husbandman is, Purchaſe ſome choice _ 1 

Books, and read them well. 1 know your purſe y,,ks,and 

will not reach many, nor your time ferve you read them 

to peruſe them 3, and a few Books well read, well. 

are like ground well till'd, which is far berter 

than a great Demelſne chat alwayes lies fallow. 


Be ſure then that you conſult and adviſe with 


choice of your Books, that may dire& you to 
{uch as are moſi fit for your condition, that 
you may not only buy ſuch as are Good, but 
ſuch as are the Beſt, becauſe your time and mo+ 
ney 15 ſo precious, Perhaps you't ay, your 
Charge 1s great,and your Rent is great,and no 
money will be ſpared for theſe utes. A hard 
cale, if you cannot fpare two or three ſhillings 
mm a whole year for Gad and-your Souls, when 
divers that have as great a Charge and Rent 
as you,and yet can'{pend more than that quan- 
tity in a year, vatuly and wickedly, and yet 
make a ſhift to live iu the world. Alas, God tries 
you hereby, whether you can deny your ſelves, 
and abatea little from back and belly , and 
give it this way to your poor ſouls. Reſolve 
then to purchaſe this houſhold-fiuffs , which 
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(by Gods blefling) may do both you and your 
children more good than thouſands of Gold 


of them to your kindred and neighbours, ſtar- 
tle and retorm them alſo; A pradife which [ 
would recommend to perſonsof ability, where- 
by they may be very inſtrumental in promo- 
ting the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt in the world, 
to wit,by buying ſome numbers of awakeniug 
and pradical books, and engaging their Kin. 
dred and poor Neighbours to read them over 
in ſuch a time, and return them ſome account 
thereof. And though I undertake not to de- 
tcrmine what books are fitteſt for your ſ(cveral 
"conditions, yet of thoſe that I have peruſed, 
theſe following may be moſt uſcful for the ge- 
nerality of your families , which I intreat you 
to buy, and read as ſoon as you can, |] the 
firſt place, let not your houſe, oor any of your 
grown children be without a bible. Though 
other books have much of Heaven in them, this 
book is all'Heaven:and it is as uvfit to be with- 
out this in your houſe, as to be without a fire, 
or without your houſhold-bread. Next, that 
you and yours may be grounded in the Princi- 
ples of our Excellent Religion, buy the Aſſem- 
blies twa Catechiſms , and Confeſſion of Faith, 
the Shorter for your Children and Servants to 
lcarn by heart 3 the Other for you and them to 
read and conſider , for your underſtanding in 
the good knowledge of God:, whercin alſo 
Mr. Ball's Catechiſm, with the Expoſi ition, 15 


molt excellent and uſcful, Mr, Baxter' s Call , 
FA 7” (he 


and Silver ; yea,you may by a diſcreet lending - 


" Calling. Chap. IO: 


the Unconverted , and Mr. Deat's Plain-mans 
1d Path-way to Heaven will be well worth your 
ng [buying and reading, for the awakening your 
r- [fouls and your Children to ſaving convertion. 
[ JMr. Shepherd's Sound Believer, Mr. Allex's Firſt 
e- | Part of the Vindication of Godliue ſand Mr. Dod 
J)= fon theCommandments,are choice Books to help 
d, you in infide pratical holinets. The P7aGice of 
g J?ietyalſo,and the Whole Duty of Man, have 6 5 
i many uſeful Infiructions both about Devotion 
T FJand Converſation , that ] wquld recommend 
It Fthem to you, Dr. Gouge of Domeſtical Duties 
= { will be neceflary to teach your whole family 
| J their Relative Duties. Mx, Pool's Dialogue will 
, will be very uſeful to ſettle you in the True 
= DF Proteſiant Religion againſt the Papiſts : and if 
t {you can reach either Dzodates or the Dutch 
e. | Annotations on the Bible,afterall to help you to 
C 


underſtand the haxd Scriptures you daily meet 
with zthough you may read,you need not buy 
many more books for your fouls, But when 
you have bought theſe books, let them not lie 
duſty by you, but rcad and lend them,and read 
them again; but be ſure to mix Meditation and 
Ejaculation with your reading, and when you 
ſhut the book, conſider what profit you have ' 
gotten,and bleſs the Lord. Thus you may re- 
frcſh your ſpirits after your hard labour, and 
with the ſame exerciſe revive both your bo- 
dics and your ſouls. 


— 


SECT, 


Pay your 
Greac 
Landlord 
his Rent. 


Chap.19. 


b.9. 


The Husbandmans. 


SECT. 1x 


I X. TP" Ninth Rule "_ the thbandaual 

anihis Calling is,Pay your Great Land-| 
lord bis$ent, The Lord of Heaven and Earth! 
is Lord of the $91, and Lord of the $241 alfo,! 


anda Chict belongs to him. This is that great 


Houſbolder, Mat .21.33.that planted @ Vineyard, 


and beaged it about, and let it out to Hucband. 
menyand went into a for Country. And he hath 
charged a Rent over and betide your carthly 


Landlords upon your <ltare , and it concerns 


you to enquire what it is, what Arrears there 
are,. and what courſe to take for the. confiant 
dilcharge thereot; leaſt the Lord turn you out 


. of doors : Your petty Landlord can but turn 


you into the wide World, but your chict Land- 
lord can turn you out into Hel. Tie tormer in- 
decd-may impriſox you, but the latter can damn 
you:Alas!how little have you thought of this! 
One Year returns after another, your Earthly 
Landlord calls for Rent , and you make hard 
ſhitc to pay him: but your Heavenly Landlord 
calls, and calls again, and no Rent is paid to 


him: What will ye do in the end thereot ? 


Pray conlider, thoug iz you hold your Land 
of man,yet you hold your Lite of God: though 
you Rave your houle of ſorue Great man , yet 

| you 


Ealling. 
you have the body and ſoul that inhabits it,of 


the Great God 3 you have your health of God, 
your lirxcength of God; You hold the Goſpel 


| by a tenurc i Capiteof God , through Jeſus 
 Chriti : now what Rent do you pay unto him ? 
| flinch not, nor ſftart-away, but fay, what Rent 


have you ever paid unto God? Mult every one 
have their due but God? canit thou pleaſe him 


{ only with fair words,or content him with na- 


ked promiſes ? Can you pay unto men their 
Pounds , and cannot you pay unto God his 
Pepper-corn? What ? deny your Maker his 
Pepper-corn ? Why, what is this Pepper-corn ? 
I anſwer ; [t's contained 1n one verſe, Pſal 50 
laſt, He that offerety praiſeglorifieth me, and be 
that ordereth ha converſation aright, to bim will 
I fhew the Salvation of God. 2 
Your Rent then contilts in Holy Worſhip, | 
and-Holy Walking. When you fit down to 
meal and rife; my Rent, ſayes God, Be ſure he 
have-cordial praiſes, that you-adore him in your 
hearts, See your tongue be the faithful Meffen=. 
ger of your very: heart: fo when you he down 
and riſe up , when you go out and come in a» 
gain ; inall thy wayes acknowledge him, and 
he ſhall dire& thy tteps: but this is not all your 
Rent, you live by him, you mult live for him,if 
you cver mean to live with kim. Go to then, 
ſpeak, and a& for God to the utmoſi of your 
Capacity. The little you can do for God,do it 
with all your might; Jf God will cake his 
rent in thoughts, in words, and in deeds, chat 
colt you nothing, O grudge it not,delay it _— | 
= | ry 
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Cry out, Lord, ] am a poor man,but here is my 


Rent at wy day. Fell done good and faithful 


Servant,Thou baſt been faithful in a little, ] will 
wake thee Ruler over much, Whereas if Gods 
Rent be neglected , he will either ſixain upon 
thee here,by ſome ſevere crols or other,or take 
out all his Arrears in Hell, Where the worm di- 
eth not, aud where the fire zs not quenched, 
| Keep up therefore your daily facrifices unto 
God, both alone ana with your family, and 
there alwaycs offer an upright , humble and 
holy heart : praiſes and prayers from thence 
will be prevalent with the Lord : I fay, both 
eloxe. and with your famiiy, and cipecially 04: 
#he Sabbath, Abouteach of which, it will be 
neceſlary to enlarge a little, 
1, Some Rent you have fo pay alone for 
this the Scripture is as clear as can be, Mat.6. 
6. When thou praysſt, enter into thy cloſet , and 
when thou baſt ſhut the door, pray to thy Father 
which is in ſecret,end thy Father which ſeeth in 
ſecret ſhall reward thee opexly.And to this agrees 


the praGtiſe of Jeſus Chritt,and of the Saints in | 


Scripture ; witneſs, Gern.32 24 Neh 1.4. Das, 
9.3. Mark1.35. Aud Reaſon it (elf per{wades, 
ſeeing that cach of you kave ſecret fins, ſecret 
wants, and ſecret affairs with God, which re- 
_ private converſe between God and your 
ouls. 

I do not xcfolve, that this Duty is indiſpen- 
fable twjce a day,but I aſſert, that the negle& 
of it, when opportunity may be gotten, argues 


a prophanc ſpirit , and thc conſcionable pra- 


Gilc 


> 
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| tion,. ſhall neyer be rewarded openly, Foot- 


s (Dp a” VU pmU|U2> 


paid 3 I mean a ſacrifice in and with your fa. Families. , 
{ mily 3 for it is not enough you pray for them, 


\ though the offering was ceremonial, yet the 


| that, Row,16.5. Now it's not enough, that the 


| Calling. Chap. to. 
@iſe thereof is a great argument of fincerity : 


And in ſhort, he that loves not, ufes not ſecret 
prayer, yea and meditation, and felf-examina= 


ſteps alſo of the uſe thereof, in the Morning 
are, Pſal.5.3. And in the Evening,P/al.z4 1.2. 
2. An Houſhold Rent alſo daily muſt be 2. In your 


but you muſt pray with them :So Foſh. 24. 15. 
I and my houſe will ſerve the Lord, For the clear- 
ing in ſome meaſure , and ſettling this family 
worſhip , to much neglected in the Husband- 
mans houſe , let thete Propofitions be. laid 
down : | 


x. Godisnot only to be worſhipped on the A pic. 
Lords day, but every dsy. This is not only ty- courſe 
pificd, but proved, Exod.29.38. Two Lambs of out 
the firſt year, day by day continually, Wherxein, _— 
time was moral,thcre being as much reaſon for 
the Chriſtians offering every day , as for the 
Jews. And as works of neccflity have room in 
Gods day , ſo prayers and duties of necellity 
may command room in our dayes ,. eſpecially 
ſceing we have daily wants, fins, and mercies, 
and cannot tell what a day may bring forth. 


2. God is not only to be worſhipped alone 
in a family, but joyztly and together, For every 
Chriſtian tamily thould be a little Charch, like 


members 
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members of the Church worſhip God alone, 
but it ought to be done together, The ſame 
reaſon holds 1n a family ; namely, for mutual 


Edification , that the itronger may help the. 
weaker,and thatall may worſhip without tail, | 


Itis alſo much for the Honour of - God , that 
many joyn in his ſervice. And the very tenour 


of that pattern of prayer, Mat.6.11. runs plu- 


Tal, Our Father, which art in Heaven. And 
proves belide , that daily prayer ought to be 
uſcd by divers together , Give #s this day our 
daily bread, 


3. The fitteſt time for family worſhip IS, 


Morning aud Evening. This time of worthiping 
in general, the light of Natare it ſ{clt diGatcs, 
The morning and evening being ſuch tignal 
periods of time, asdo in their own Nature in- 
timate to man religious duty then to be done, 
Prayer being the Key to unlock the Bleſſings of 
the Day, and to lock up the Daxgers of the 
Night ;, for alas we walk upon barrcls of Gun- 
powder in the Day , our ſnares arc ſo many 
and we lic in the ſhadow of death at Nizht, 
our dangersare (o great. 

Alſo at thoſe times, we have moſt opportu- 
nity for ſuch.work, and thercfore wiien the 
Lord orders Parents to-teach their Children, 


Dext,6.6. he times it thus, When you ize down, 


end when you riſeup, And the Scripture allo 
makes it manifeſt, Exod.29.39. Allo Num.25. 
4. The one Lamb ſhalt thou offer in the Morn- 
ing, and the other Lamb at Evening. And thus 

= | | che 


calling " Chaiped, 


the Tribes, Afis 26 7. areſaidio ſerve God in- 
tantly night andday,that is evening and morn- 
ng. By which, things ſoberly conlidercd, to- 
xcther with he practiſe of Gods pcople, 'as 3 
Fcommientary thereupon , you may evidently 
ke, that to worſhip God in your tamilics 
morning and evening is the will of God 3 it 
jour duty, nay, it 15 your priviledge. . ._.. 

And now to return to the Husbandman : 
This being his Duty, no excuſe can clear hum; 
no plea can excuſe him from paying this chief 
rent to the moſt High. His inability. and igno- 
nance in prayer cannot help him 3 for one {16 
can be no excule for another. Belides, there are 
Helps for the weak, till ſtrength come; And 
above all, the Holy Gholſt'is a very -pfelent 
Help to all that ask him ; .and aſcnce of fin 
and danger will ſoon untie your tongues, and 
make you,if not eloquent, yet cffcctual iu your 
PrayCrs. 

Want of time, or abundance of buſineſs, can 
be no excule; for a man muſt have time to'caf, 
and ileep and pray, whatever bulineſs ftay, If 
any thing fall out, that-will not let you ſtay to 
cat, in that caſe perhaps you may omit your 
rayerz provided you pray as wellas feed the 
eartier next tiume,and are truly ſorry for your 


you have not a faith to fave you, that God can 
ind will make you amends for all the time 1s 
pent about your ſouls 3 ſee Mat, 22. 25, and 
remble for your neglecs, 


The 


E uſappointment, ow you mutli bclieve,or elſe . 
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3- On the 
Sabbath." 


Chap. to. The Husbandmans 
K.The backwardneſs of your relations and fa 
milies will be no excuſe. For Abraham did,and 
every Child of Abrahem mult, command thei 
Children and their Houſhold, and they ſhall hee; 
the way of the Lord, Gen.18.19. lelt God ob 
ſerving you can command , and keep them tc 
their work , but cannot command them tc 
prayer, fcc through your hypocrifie, and pour 
out that dreadful curſe upon you,| from whic 
the Lord ble(s the poor Husbandmans houſe! 


4 
| 
: 
Fer. 10. 25, Pour out thy fery upon the Heal 1 
ther, andupon the families that call not on thy ( 
Name. Set immediately therefore on your du f 
ty, with ſorrow for your former negleds, and] « 
a fetled reſolution ſor the time to come , andf t 
be affurcd that God will meet and bleſs youſ] t 
as he hath promiſed , and what you take inf f 
hand ſhall proſper. Our work on carth is dong 2 
beſt, when our work in heaven is done firti, They b 
Philoſopher could ſay , he had rather negicay fi 
his means, than his mind, and his farm, than kis n 
foul. And remember good Fob, though his] d 
charge and buſineſs was far greater than fc 
yours,yet Fob 1.5. was conſtant in his religious 
dutics ; Thas did Fob continually, le 
3. And then for the Sabbath. Rememberſ bu 
it before it comes, to pant after it, and prepare] th 
for it. Diſmiſs your bufineſs a little ſooner, the la 
day before, and diſcharge the very thoughts] P: 
thercof till the Sabbarh be palt. Let not che] in 
love of one fin enter with you into that holy ba 


ground , but waſh your hands in inno- 
cency, 


Cency, and fo compaſs the Altars of God. 
And bleſs the Lord, good Husbandman, 


with all thy ſoul, That God hath given thee 


{o merciful a releaſe from the labonrs of thy 
body,and withall bleft thee with-a harveſt day 
for thy foul, And in thankfulneſs to. God; in 
love to Jeſus Chriſt, and in care of thy poor 
ſoul, riſe up betime, and work hard for cterna! 
life. Let no buſineſs of the world be done that 
day, which might have. been done before, or 
may be” done after without plain prejudice. 

Command thy family from vain ſiragling, or 
fooliſh ſports, and-kt rhem ſpend that-day in 
Gods houfe,and in thy own. Examine them of 
the Gate-of their fouls of their proficiency 
that day, and ſcriouſly catechize the younger 
fort inthe Principles of Religion. Be reſolute 
agatn(t worldly difcourſe with your Neigh- 
beurs,and with a Chriftian dexterity carry the 
ſtream thereof the other way, Loſe not a mi- 
nute of that precious timc , makr'it as long 2 


day as any of the rett,and when it is done, long 


for another Sabbath. 

And now you have the Rules, ſee you be ru- 
td by them. It may be your cafe to ſlight them, 
but it will be your ſafety to obſerve them. © 
that you would fall to pratife, ce 1 loſe my 
labour , and you loſe your comforts. O that 


Parents would tell theſe to their Children,and 


ntiill them as you do the Rules of your Hus- 
bandry.. As breaking Rules turn'd the firſt 
Fiusbandman Out of Paradiſe,fo keeping Rules 
would bring you into Paradiſc again.l bcfeech 
i you 
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_ view them, ſtudy them, praGife them. 


that though thy life be full of pains, yet th) 


you remember , that we preach not to be 4P- 


phauded, but to be obeyed; and the hearing of 


theſc things, without doing of them, will make. 
you compleatly miſerable. And therefore re- 


' 


SECT: x 


Nd now we are at ſhorc, and nothing re- 

mains ſave matter of -PraGiſe. God forbid 
theſe things ſhould be written or read in vain, 
We can but reach the car or eye. He that hath 
his Pulpit in Heaven,can tcach the heart, The 
real profit and comfort of the pygor Husband- 
man ] dctign.O diſappoint not me,deceive not 
your ſ{clyes, mock not God, Theſe truths will 
help either to mexd or end you. 

Ler the Lawfulxeſi of this Calling fatistic 
you. Though it be paintul, yet its lawful and 
{ec you ule it lawfully, The Law 1s good,and 
{0 is Husbandry,it a nian uſc it lawfully. God 
hath made it lawful, do not by your abulc 
make it ſinful. 

Let the Excelencies of it retreſh you 3 you 
have your Difhcultics, and you have {your 
Dignities, aud*God hath ſet the one againſt 
the other. A Chriliian Husbandman 1s better 
than a Pagan King, Bleſs the Lord therefore, 
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lines are fallen in pleaſant places, Think in the 
mid'it of thy (weat and toil, It's better to be a 
plough-man in the field, than a beggar at the 
door. | might have been begging at the doer; 
Alas,I might have been trying taggots in hell. 

Let the [auconventencies in your Calling 
humble you, If it were not for theſe, pride 
would creepinto the Plough mans houſe; It 
you ſhould have your will, God would not 
have his will, and therefore fit down content. 
Jt is better be kept {weet in the brixe of tribu- 
lation, than rot in the hoxey of proſperity ; you 
muſt have fore thorns laid in your bed , leaſt 
you ſhould ſleep too {weetly here , and forget 
your Heaven. | 

Let the Temptatzons you hear of in your 
Calling arm you. Put on your ſpiritual armour, 
wind up your ſpiritual watch:for the firſt Hus- 
bandman that ever was, fell by temptation, 
and the f{econd too, and you multi {jand by 
watchtulacſ(s.[f you go out wichout your wea- 
poxs, you will come in-without yourgarments. 
1 Pet.5.8. Be ſober, be vigilant, for your adver- 
ſary the Devil goes about roaring, ſeeking whom 
be may devour : The greateſt part of men live, 
aSit there were no Devil to tempt at all : gird 
about you the ſword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God,ſo ſhall you not be led 7ato rene 


Ptation, but delivered from evil, 


Let the Leſſons you have heard exerciſc 
you; You'l make the beſt of every thing, do 
{o in this. That's-a good Chymick that can 

+ & 20 extract 
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extract: Gold out of Sand : but that's a good _ 


Husbandinan that can get heaven out of earth. 


Thou haſt had a wicked habit to ſuck poyſon © 


out of flowers, O get a gracious habit to. ſack 
honey out of weeds : ſpeak no more of the 
dificulty or impoſlibility thereof 3 if you were 
hired with Gold for every Celeſtial thought, 
you would ſtudy for more of them :; you have 
tcd too long upon the ſhell,feaſt now upon the 
kernel, A good hearing, when you come 
home at night, and ſay, Wife I have learned 
one lctlon from my Ground, Cattcl, &'c, this 
day. 

And then practiſe the Graces for your Cal: 
ling. Seek firſt the Kingdom of God, cl[e you 
will be the Worlds drudge here, that's {ad , 
and the Devils drudge jn hell, that's wore : 
you | bc poor here, and poor for ever 3 you 

_ take pains now, and ſufer pains hereat- 

: Yea, your veryplowing will be fin, Prov. 
21. _ What an hell is this to be working all 
day, and yet finning all day ? Shine therefore 
in the Graces of your Calling, Brown bread, 
and the Grace of God are good fare, Rags and 
Chriſis Righteouſneſs are good Clothing 3 a 
tiraw bed, and a good Conlcience are good 


_ Lodging. 


Let the Avuſes in your Calling warn you to 
beware them. dam had your Calling in it's 
prime, but he abuſed it,and loſt it : and if abu- 
tes crept into the Garden, they will walk mto 


the Fie/4 much more, Watch then before, lealt 
You 
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you wall aſter if you will not watch on 
earth, you will wailin hell, = 


Let the forcſaid End: of your "Calling aQ 
you. At the beginning of every year, of every 
week, of cyery day, level your ends afreſh, as 
you have been direced : So will you pleaſe 
God the more,and profit your ſelves never the 
Ic(s : then every Charre you do,will be a work 
tor God 3 and though you failin your ſubor- 
ninate ends, yet you'l never fail in your ſu- 
preme end, You have a mean Calling,you had 
need of Nobleaims3 a Celeſtial end ennobles 
a Terrene employment. 


Let the Rales rule you, and let theſe truths 
liveand die with you, Let me fay to you as. 
that great Law giver did, Dext.3 2.46,47. Set 
yaur bearts unto all the words which I teſtifie 
among you this day, which Jeſpall command your 
Childrea to obferueto, do” p For it 4s not avain 
thing for you, becauſe it is ' YOUr life, and through 
this thing ye ſhall prolong your dayes in the land, 
When Lyc#rgus had compiled ſome excellent 
Laws for his Commonwealth, he binds all his 
Citizens in an Oath, that they ſhould exactly 
obſerye them until his return z whereupon he 
willingly went into perpetual Exile,that they 
by vertue of their Oath might tor cver be ob- 
liged to their obſervation. Will Fou my Can- 
did Hearers, and you the Readers alſo of thefe 


things, enter into a Covenant, and firm refo- 
, lution, . 


oe "Chap. Fo. | "The EE heodwans 


lution , faithfully to perform thefe practical 
Directions laid before you 3 fo ſhould I the 
more chearfully ſubmit to an Exile tor term 
of lite ,. ſo that we night meet in that better 


; Paradiſc, Hence we ſhall be driven out no 
more, and 1 we the weary Husbandmen gre at 
| MANY Refs. 
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